Effective Prayer Must Have Faith

Hebrews 11:6

And without faith it is impossible to please him, for whoever would
draw near to God must believe that he exists and that he rewards
those who seek him.

James 1:5-8

If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously
to all without reproach, and it will be given him. ® But let him ask in
faith, with no doubting, for the one who doubts is like a wave of the
sea that is driven and tossed by the wind. 7 For that person must
not suppose that he will receive anything from the Lord; 8 he is a
double-minded man, unstable in all his ways.

Matthew 21:21-22

And Jesus answered them, “Truly, I say to you, if you have faith
and do not doubt, you will not only do what has been done to the fig
tree, but even if you say to this mountain, '‘Be taken up and thrown
into the sea,’ it will happen. 2?2 And whatever you ask in prayer, you
will receive, if you have faith.”

Hebrews 4:14-16

Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through the
heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession.

15 For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with
our weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been tempted as
we are, yet without sin. ® Let us then with confidence draw near to
the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to
help in time of need.

Effective Prayer Is In Jesus’ Name

John 16:23-24

In that day you will ask nothing of me. Truly, truly, I say to you,
whatever you ask of the Father in my name, he will give it to you.
24 Until now you have asked nothing in my name. Ask, and you will
receive, that your joy may be full.

Effective Prayer Begins With Confession
Psalm 66:18

If I had cherished iniquity in my heart, the Lord would not have
listened.

Proverbs 28:13
Whoever conceals his transgression will not prosper, but he who
confesses and forsakes them will obtain mercy.

1 John 1:9
If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Effective Prayer Includes Thanksgiving

Philippians 4:6

do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to
God.

Effective Prayer Must Be For God’s Will

James 4:2-3

You desire and do not have, so you murder. You covet and cannot
obtain, so you fight and quarrel. You do not have, because you do
not ask. 3 You ask and do not receive, because you ask wrongly, to
spend it on your passions.

1 John 5:14-15

And this is the confidence that we have toward him, that if we ask
anything according to his will he hears us. ' And if we know that he
hears us in whatever we ask, we know that we have the requests
that we have asked of him.

Effective Prayer Must Be “To God”

Acts 12:5
So Peter was kept in prison, but earnest prayer for him was made
to God by the church.

Effective Prayer Must Be For Specific Requests

Colossians 1:9-12

And so, from the day we heard, we have not ceased to pray for
you, asking that you may be filled with the knowledge of his will
in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, °so as to walk in a
manner worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him: bearing fruit in
every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God, !being
strengthened with all power, according to his glorious might, for
all endurance and patience with joy; *?giving thanks to the
Father, who has qualified you to share in the inheritance of the
saints in light.
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