
Tamar had a tough go of it. 

Man after man in her life was declared "wicked" and unrighteous. The people
who were supposed to take care of her, were over and over only concerned
about themselves. As the final straw, instead of her father-in-law (Judah)
releasing her to get remarried or allowing her to marry his youngest son, he
told her to go home to her father - leaving her alone with no children and
with no prospects. 

That's a pretty tough place to be for a woman in Old Testament times.

Onan had his own interests in mind. Judah had appearances in mind. We're
not even sure what wickedness Er was into but it clearly wasn't good. Yet over
the years, Tamar stayed alert, aware, and faithful to God's law. 

Eventually, she held her father-in-law accountable. She was smart. She was
courageous. And in the end, she was blessed. Not only did she bear twins, she
was named in the lineage of Jesus. 

We can't always understand what God is up to. But we can be sure that he is
faithful and good, cheering for the underdog, and blessing the pure in heart.
(Matthew 5)

tamar.



GENESIS 38:6-30
Judah got a wife for Er, his firstborn, and her name was Tamar. 7 But Er,
Judah’s firstborn, was wicked in the Lord’s sight; so the Lord put him to
death.

8 Then Judah said to Onan, “Sleep with your brother’s wife and fulfill your
duty to her as a brother-in-law to raise up offspring for your brother.” 9 But
Onan knew that the child would not be his; so whenever he slept with his
brother’s wife, he spilled his semen on the ground to keep from providing
offspring for his brother. 10 What he did was wicked in the Lord’s sight; so
the Lord put him to death also.

11 Judah then said to his daughter-in-law Tamar, “Live as a widow in your
father’s household until my son Shelah grows up.” For he thought, “He may
die too, just like his brothers.” So Tamar went to live in her father’s
household.

12 After a long time Judah’s wife, the daughter of Shua, died. When Judah
had recovered from his grief, he went up to Timnah, to the men who were
shearing his sheep, and his friend Hirah the Adullamite went with him.
13 When Tamar was told, “Your father-in-law is on his way to Timnah to
shear his sheep,” 14 she took off her widow’s clothes, covered herself with a
veil to disguise herself, and then sat down at the entrance to Enaim, which
is on the road to Timnah. For she saw that, though Shelah had now grown
up, she had not been given to him as his wife.

15 When Judah saw her, he thought she was a prostitute, for she had
covered her face. 16 Not realizing that she was his daughter-in-law, he went
over to her by the roadside and said, “Come now, let me sleep with you.”
“And what will you give me to sleep with you?” she asked.
17 “I’ll send you a young goat from my flock,” he said.
“Will you give me something as a pledge until you send it?” she asked.
18 He said, “What pledge should I give you?”
“Your seal and its cord, and the staff in your hand,” she answered. So he
gave them to her and slept with her, and she became pregnant by him. 19
After she left, she took off her veil and put on her widow’s clothes again.

In the bible.



20 Meanwhile Judah sent the young goat by his friend the Adullamite in
order to get his pledge back from the woman, but he did not find her. 21 He
asked the men who lived there, “Where is the shrine prostitute who was
beside the road at Enaim?”
“There hasn’t been any shrine prostitute here,” they said.

22 So he went back to Judah and said, “I didn’t find her. Besides, the men
who lived there said, ‘There hasn’t been any shrine prostitute here.’”
23 Then Judah said, “Let her keep what she has, or we will become a
laughingstock. After all, I did send her this young goat, but you didn’t find
her.”

24 About three months later Judah was told, “Your daughter-in-law Tamar
is guilty of prostitution, and as a result she is now pregnant.”
Judah said, “Bring her out and have her burned to death!”

25 As she was being brought out, she sent a message to her father-in-law. “I
am pregnant by the man who owns these,” she said. And she added, “See if
you recognize whose seal and cord and staff these are.”

26 Judah recognized them and said, “She is more righteous than I, since I
wouldn’t give her to my son Shelah.” And he did not sleep with her again.
27 When the time came for her to give birth, there were twin boys in her
womb. 28 As she was giving birth, one of them put out his hand; so the
midwife took a scarlet thread and tied it on his wrist and said, “This one
came out first.” 29 But when he drew back his hand, his brother came out,
and she said, “So this is how you have broken out!” And he was named
Perez. 30 Then his brother, who had the scarlet thread on his wrist, came
out. And he was named Zerah.

ROMANS 8:28
And we know that for those who love God all things work together for
good, for those who are called according to his purpose.



Feel free to talk through some or all of these questions

1.) What can you learn from Tamar and her story/example?
2.) How did Tamar respond to being sinned against?
3.) What does this story show you about God's character?
4.) What do you think Judah learned from this experience?

TAKE TEN:

- How did you see God work in your life this week?

- What has God been teaching you in His Word? 

- What kind of conversations are you having with your pre-
Christian friends? 

- What good can you do around here? (in your life/circumstance)

- How can we help you in prayer and what do you want us to ask
you about next week?

Whenever you read the Bible, ask yourself these three questions: 
1. What does this tell you about God? 
2. What does this tell you about yourself and the world? 
3. How is this going to change who you are and how you live?

Questions.


