GIVE THANKS
1 Timothy 6:3-19 “BE RICH”

“Tell those who are rich to do good - to be rich in good works. Tell them they should be
happy to give and ready to share” 1 Timothy 6:18 ERV

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

Do you consider yourselfrich? Why or why not? What qualifies as being rich?

1. 1Timothy 6:3-19: (See Back) What did Paul want the young pastor Timothy to teach the
ekklesia (church) about money, possessions and generosity? How do our beliefs about who
Jesus Christ is, impact and influence our behaviors when it comes to money?

2. $33,000: If you make $33,000, you are in the 1% club of the richest people in the world (see
www.globalrichlist.com). Why don’t more Americans feel rich? How would your life be
different if you lived from the perspective of being rich vs poor?

3. 1Timothy 6:6-10: How does Paul define contentment? How should contentment influence
how we give, save and spend our money? What do you think Paul meant by the love of money
is the root of all kinds of evil? Is it possible for a believer to put their faith in their money rather
than putting their faith in God? Would you describe yourself as being content?

4. 1Timothy 6:17-19: What do you think Paul would say if you asked him what we should do
with our money? What do you think Paul meant about putting our hope in God vs. riches?
What is the WHY behind being generous for Paul? Pastor Mark talks often about GIVE FIRST.
In what ways does a BE RICH mindset relate to a GIVE FIRST mindset for us as church family?

5. GOOD DEEDS > GOOD WILL > GOOD NEWS: Last Sunday Pastor Mark introduced a fly-wheel
of GRACE > GRATITUDE > GENEROSITY. This one spins inward while GOOD DEEDS > GOOD
WILL > GOOD NEWS spins outward. What are some good deeds and works that you would like
to do to impact our community and world? What steps do you need to personally take so that
you can be ready to share? How can we as a church create more good will with others?

NEXT STEP: Create an action plan to be ready and happy to give. Remember there are only three
things you can do with money; give it, save it or spend it. Inside the worship program are suggested
places to give and be rich. Ask the Lord about how you can be rich this Thanksgiving and Christmas.


http://www.globalrichlist.com/

1 Timothy 6:3-19 ERV

3Some people will teach what is false and will not agree with the true teaching of our Lord
Jesus Christ. They will not accept the teaching that produces a life of devotion to God. 4 They
are proud of what they know, but they understand nothing. They are sick with a love for
arguing and fighting about words. And that brings jealousy, quarrels, insults, and evil

mistrust. 3 They are always making trouble, because they are people whose thinking has been
confused. They have lost their understanding of the truth. They think that devotion to God is a
way to get rich.

6Devotion to God is, in fact, a way for people to be very rich, but only if it makes them satisfied
with what they have. 7 When we came into the world, we brought nothing. And when we die,
we can take nothing out.®So, if we have food and clothes, we will be satisfied with

that. ® People who want to be rich bring temptations to themselves. They are caught in a trap.
They begin to want many foolish things that will hurt them. These things ruin and destroy
people. 1°The love of money causes all kinds of evil. Some people have turned away from what
we believe because they want to get more and more money. But they have caused themselves
a lot of pain and sorrow.

11 But you belong to God. So you should stay away from all those things. Always try to do what
is right, to be devoted to God, and to have faith, love, patience, and gentleness. > We have to
fight to keep our faith. Try as hard as you can to win that fight. Take hold of eternal life. It is the
life you were chosen to have when you confessed your faith in Jesus—that wonderful truth that
you spoke so openly and that so many people heard. '3 Before God and Christ Jesus | give you a
command. Jesus is the one who confessed that same wonderful truth when he stood before
Pontius Pilate. And God is the one who gives life to everything. Now | tell you this: * Do what
you were commanded to do without fault or blame until the time when our Lord Jesus Christ
comes again. 1> God will make that happen at the right time. God is the blessed and only Ruler.
He is the King of all kings and the Lord of all lords. *® God is the only one who never dies. He
lives in light so bright that people cannot go near it. No one has ever seen him; no one is able to

see him. All honor and power belong to him forever. Amen.

17 Give this command to those who are rich with the things of this world. Tell them not to be
proud. Tell them to hope in God, not their money. Money cannot be trusted, but God takes
care of us richly. He gives us everything to enjoy. ¥ Tell those who are rich to do good—to be
rich in good works. And tell them they should be happy to give and ready to share. 1 By doing
this, they will be saving up a treasure for themselves. And that treasure will be a strong
foundation on which their future life will be built. They will be able to have the life that is true
life.

God’s grace be with you all.



