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Life Group Questions
Revealed
Jesus is the New Temple
John 2:13-25

Discussion Questions 💬
When Jesus said 'destroy this temple, and I will raise it up in three days' (John 2:19), the people were confused because they thought he meant the physical building. What did Jesus actually mean, and why is this important for us today?
· Pastor Matt explained that Jesus wasn't talking about the stone temple that took 46 years to build, but about his own body. He was foreshadowing his death and resurrection, and revealing that he would become the new temple where God's presence dwells.
· How does knowing that Jesus is the 'new temple' change how you approach God in prayer and worship? Do you feel like you need to be in a special place to connect with God, or do you believe he's accessible to you anywhere?
Pastor Matt described how Gentiles could only worship in the outer courtyard while commerce and noise made it hard for them to experience God's presence. What barriers or distractions in your own life might be keeping you from experiencing God more deeply?
· The sermon painted a picture of someone traveling for days to worship God, only to find themselves blocked by crowds, animals, money changers, and noise. 
· What 'tables' in your life might Jesus need to flip over to remove distractions from your relationship with him? Is it your schedule, your priorities, your habits, or something else?
Pastor Matt emphasized that 'participation does not equal transformation.' What's the difference between just doing religious activities and actually being transformed by Jesus?
· The sermon explained that people can attend church, take communion, and check all the religious boxes without ever allowing Jesus to change their hearts. God looks at our hearts, not just our outward actions.
· Looking honestly at your own spiritual life, are there areas where you're just 'going through the motions' rather than allowing God to actually change you from the inside out?
When Jesus called the temple 'my Father's house' (John 2:16), he was making a bold claim about his relationship with God. Why was this statement so shocking to the religious leaders, and what does it reveal about who Jesus is?
· Pastor Matt pointed out that by saying 'my Father's house,' Jesus was claiming that God was his father and staking his authority over the temple. This created tension with the Pharisees and religious leaders throughout the book of John.
· How does Jesus' claim to be God's Son impact your daily life and decision-making? Do you live like Jesus has real authority over your life, or do you sometimes act like you're in charge?
The sermon mentioned that we are now God's temple through the Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 3:16). What does it mean practically that God chooses to live inside believers, and how should this truth affect how we live?
· Pastor Matt expressed amazement that God would choose to dwell within imperfect people like us. He explained that when we accept Christ, the Holy Spirit makes our hearts a dwelling place for the living God.
· If your body is truly God's temple, what changes might you need to make in how you treat yourself, what you consume (physically, mentally, or emotionally), or how you use your time and energy?
Prayer 🙏
· Start by asking if anyone has any specific prayer requests or needs.
· Ask God to reveal any areas in our lives that need transformation.
· Pray for the courage to allow Jesus to 'flip the tables' of activities hindering an authentic relationship with Him.
· Seek guidance in shifting from merely participating in spirituality to experiencing true heart transformation.
· Request God's help in seeing and removing any barriers between us and His presence, just as Jesus cleared the temple.
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