
LIFE WITH CHRIST: FELLOWSHIP  
1 John 1:1-4 

Welcome everyone! Glad to be back outside again. Really enjoyed be inside last week, but for some reason it 
just feels so nice outside. So glad to be enjoying the LORD together in person.  

Covenanting Kids Ceremony  

We are a family of families, children are as much a part of this body as the adults and we are so thankful to God 
for His immeasurable goodness to us to see our church grow through kids!  

This is also part of why, in our Life with Christ during COVID series, I wanted to take some time to focus on the 
aspect of fellowship. What a great visible reminder of the importance of fellowship as seeing our own children 
being covenanted to the LORD and to His body.  

It goes without saying that Christian fellowship has gotten really weird, strange, and even forgotten by many, 
unimportant, or (dare I say it?) non-essential.  I think that this is sad, and I want to recapture some of the beauty, 
the glory, and the necessity of Christian fellowship even during a national health crisis. This is not something 
which ought to be put aside for a time, it is not something which we take or leave depending on whether or not 
it is deemed “safe”, it is not something which our souls can take for granted. But Christian fellowship is one of 
the primary fruits to which Christ came, bled, died, and rose again! To gather His people together, in His name 
and for HIS glory,  is THE REASON for the gospel and the building of HIs church.  

Reading a passage which beautifully describes the source of our fellowship, the imperative of our fellowship, 
and the fruit of our fellowship 

Read 1 John 1:1-4 

Life Manifested  

The primary thing in view here is life. Not just any life, but the life of God Himself. Notice John’s usage of similar 
language to Genesis and to his gospel…John goes all the way back to the beginning. Life is something that is 
uniquely the purview of God. He is the source, the sustaining power, and the reason for all life anywhere.  

We must not listen to the lies of the world which says that life just happened by chance, or guided by some 
mystical power called “evolution”, or that it is whatever we make of it ourselves, or that it is something which the 
government can dictate and control. NO! Life is God’s life. He is ALL that there is to life. Any version of quality of 
life can only be found in God alone. No. Where. Else.  

His Word is life, for it is by His Word that the universe came into being. That is why the writer of the book of 
Hebrews calls it “the Word of His power”. We find life, true life, good life, meaningful life, in God. We know God 
through His Word.  

This life was made most fully manifest, visible, in a person. Why does John speak in such visceral terms about 
this? Because he is reminding the church that this life is something which hits to us in bodily ways. It is not just a 
spiritual thing. Not just a spiritual salvation, or hope, but has real implications for our life in the here and now. 
Jesus, the God-Man, came to us in the form of man, so that His life might become our life. He would example it, 
but that through faith we would become actual participants in this kind of God life.  
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This life must be grasped through faith, lived out in obedience and trust. Jesus did not come to save us through 
social distancing, but came close to us, intimately so. He touched sick bodies. He opened blind eyes. He 
opened the deaf ears. He raised the dead.  He fed hungry people. He freed slaves. He went to where the worst 
sinners were and ate with them. He worshipped God. He prayed. He fasted. He fought the powers of evil. He 
fed on God’s Word. He brought the kingdom of heaven everywhere He went, for He is the treasure of heaven 
itself. He forgave people of their sins. He made His enemies His friends and fellow children and saints in light! 
The life of Jesus is our life now! We must boldly live into this and not shrink from declaring this, nor in living this 
out NO MATTER WHAT IS GOING ON AROUND US! 

Jesus did not shrink when His enemies brought accusations against Him. He did not back down when pressed 
by the government. He did not retaliate when beaten, flogged, scorned, derided, mocked, hated, crucified, 
pierced with a spear. He did not stay dead. He rose to life everlasting, bringing healing and hope in His wings. 
Bringing a new way of living and loving which puts to shame the ways of the world, triumphing over the power of 
the devil and the demons, our own flesh which wages war against the Spirit, and calling us and enabling us to 
actually live this best kind of faith life out in REAL TIME. Not just a hope for the future, but the reality of the here 
and now. This is the kind of life that Jesus manifested, and now gives to us so that He might be glorified, and 
that we might enjoy forever starting now.   

Life Shared  

This life must be shared. Jesus shares it with us, feely by His grace. Notice now that John declares that he and 
the other apostles not only saw and touched this life, but proclaimed it to the Church. This life is to be shared. 
This is the real idea behind the word “fellowship”, to share. To share means to be in fellowship with.  

This played out in the early church by how? Meeting together in homes, large and small. Praying together. 
Partaking of the Sacraments together. Being nourished by God’s Word together. Singing together. Sharing the 
gospel with everyone everywhere. Every week. Every day. Did this stop because the government declared that 
they were not allowed anymore? NO! Did this stop because they were driven out by the population? NO! Did this 
stop when they would be called to burn their Scriptures with fire? NO! Did this stop when war or pestilence hit 
an area? NO! Did this stop when Christians young and old were taken to be tortured, burned alive, fed to wild 
animals, boiled alive, crucified, fined, sawn in two, beheaded, or violently oppressed? NO!  

In all these things the church grew and flourished. God’s kingdom was advancing by storm and not even the 
gates of Hell itself would be able to stop it! This is the church that we are saved into, this is the legacy that we 
are called into. This is the model and example to which we are to look to for encouragement and strength to 
continue on when the going gets tough.  

There is a promise for all God’s people that we often forget, but is universally true, and that is the promise of 
suffering and persecution. We will suffer for Christ’s name. We may lose our dignity, our health, our wealth, our 
property, our friends, our family, or our own lives. But we consider it all RUBBISH For the sake of knowing Christ 
Jesus our LORD, being found in Him, knowing the power of His resurrection and the hope of glory that is ours!  

So, why is the church today not living this out? Why is the church today, even our own church, not have the kind 
of powerful witness that we are called to exhibit? Why is the church today seem to be ineffective, powerless, 
uninspiring, and weak?  

Fear 

I believe that a Spirit of Fear has overtaken the Church in America. We have become so comfortable and so 
coddled in this nation, that when even a whiff of difficultly or trial comes our way we cringe before it and shrink 
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back from advancing forward. The Spirit of Fear has pervaded not just the church at large, but infiltrated to our 
own individual lives as well. Many of you are living in fear. Enslaved to fear. Now, fear is a result of the Fall, and is 
the common experience of every human being. To fear is to be human. But, what we do with this fear is what is 
important and will separate out those who are living by faith and those who are living by sight.  

“You must be scared before you can be brave.” —Felicity Buss 

Fear of getting the virus? Take care of your bodies. There is so much preventative stuff that is not being 
discussed or advertised. Take vitamin C. Take Zinc. Exercise. Get in the sun. Have good dental and oral hygiene 
which has proven highly effective in preventing the disease. Rest often. Our hope is not in finding the miracle 
drug or a vaccine, but in doing the hard work of not abusing our bodies, but taking care of the ones that GOD 
Himself has given you.  

Fear of spreading the virus? Most recent studies have been showing that asymptomatic people do not actually 
transmit the disease like we thought. Which means if you are symptomatic, stay home. Like we ought to already 
be doing with literally any other sickness. We love those around us by not giving up on relationship, by not 
viewing people as “unsafe” or “deadly”. We love those around us not by withdrawing, but by steadfastly 
remaining in one another’s life. Sad to say that there are friends and family members in our life that we haven’t 
seen all year that we have been used to seeing multiple times a week sometimes. What a shame! To see 
relationships being torn apart for something we ought not to fear.  

Fear of governments response? Any guidelines that we hear about or read of are simply that. Guidelines. Not 
laws. Guidelines. Are there potential fines for non-compliance? Yes, but because they are ordinances not laws, it 
is up to the local enforcement’s discretions and San Diego PD has chosen not to enforce these guildelines 
about masks, or gatherings, or anything. What has gripped society is public perception and social taboos. What 
a shame! To think that something like masks are diving the Church in such vitriolic ways. To think that whether to 
meet in person or not is diving the Church is heated ways. To think that we seem to care far more about what 
society thinks of us, or what our neighbors think of us, or what our family members think of us and not what 
Christ thinks of us or why He died in the first place!!!!  

“Consider him who endured from sinners such hostility against himself, so that you may not grow weary or 
fainthearted. In your struggle against sin you have not yet resisted to the point of shedding your blood.” —
Hebrews 12:3-4 

I believe it is a crying shame that the first thing to get dumped in the face of this crisis is the fellowship of the 
saints. The rejection of human relationship. The dignity of humanity has been lost because we are now told that 
we are “unsafe” to one another. When did that change? Haven’t we always, in some ways, been unsafe for one 
another. Yet Christ came as us, lived among us, lived with us, showed us a better way to live, and now calls us to 
that same life.  

I mourn the timidity with which the Church is living. I mourn the fact that we have so quickly and easily rolled 
over and let our culture and our government put us in a corners calling us unsafe and evil. I mourn the loss of life 
to be sure. I have had friend and family members die during this crisis. But that does not mean we give up, or 
stop obeying the LORD.  

We must never forget what a great and glorious privilege it is to be the Church of Christ, to know that the living 
God bled and died so that we might have life, that we might live it together, and that we might gather as His 
family and His body in the face of opposition and trials.  
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Convenience  

The church has become so comfortable and has fully embraced the life of convenience. It seems inconvenient 
to come to church, or to figure out how to gather with my fellow saints. So I just don’t try. I understand. It is 
harder work now to meet than before. Does that mean we stop? NO!  

To those with kids - I get it. It is definitely more challenging now than before. We love kids! They are God’s great 
gift to the church and to his people. They are the future generation of Christians who will take this gospel to the 
ends of the earth, and the responsibility and privilege of raising them up in ours now. How we endure during this 
time is critical.  

How we show the priority of Church to them is more critical now than before. Are we going to parties before we 
come to Church? Are we going grocery shopping? Are we going to fun activities that are open now? Are we 
going to Sea World, or the Zoo? Are we going on vacations with other, or seeing lots of family before we come 
to church? What does this say to our kids about the priority we place in the greatness and supremacy of Christ in 
our lives? Kids need to learn in person, we know how critical that is because of remote learning being such a 
mess, they need to learn and experience the gospel in person at church/CG’s/serving.  

If we aren’t bringing them to church are you still instructing them in the LORD? Are you  actually catechizing 
them, or have you paused that because of church?  

So please, do not worry about the noise they make or the “distractions” they bring. I don’t care, I actually enjoy 
seeing it. For those with kids too, we get it, we must not be embarrassed by our kids or annoyed at them for 
being themselves.  

It is a great blessing to have been able to offer a Kid’s Church in the past, and we certainly want to do that again. 
We are severely limited by volunteers, so if you want to help us restart kids Church we would love any and all 
volunteers to help us with that.  

But I would emphasize that Kids Church is a blessing, not a necessity to fellowship. The vast majority of the 
legacy and history of the church has had families all together during Sunday worship. Why? Our kids need to 
see us worshiping God. They need to see us submitting and listening to God’s word. They need to see us 
prioritizing the saints over “safety” for them to know the surpassing value of the kingdom, otherwise what we 
end up teaching them by example is a self-centered, selfish, and weak gospel. When temporal safety is more 
important by example than eternal salvation, we are not living or preaching the gospel to our kids or ourselves.  

Life Enjoyed  

Salvation is meant to be enjoyed now! Not later, but now! And together! This is how John ends the opening of 
this letter, by reminding the Church that it is for joy that Christ came, it is for joy that we share this life with one 
another. This joy is not complete until we are enjoying it, and sharing it together as a church body.  

I know that this was a bit different than how I normally preach, but I am sensing that this moment must be 
engaged and we must be reminded of who we are as Christians, not who we are told we ought to be by our 
government or our culture.  

Christ and His people are the greatest treasures we can ever hope to possess in this life. There will come a day, 
and I believe much sooner than later, when we will experience true persecution as a church in America. I do not 
want our city or culture to be wondering where we stand on issues of the gospel and of the supremacy of Christ 
in this world.  
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How do we connect these to Christ? Christ died for us fearful and self-centered people. When we are full of fear, 
Christ is full of courage and strength. When we are self-centered, He is selfless and giving. When we pull away 
from others and Him, He pushes in. So let us come to Jesus this morning so that we might have His mercy and 
grace to help us in our time of need.  

After hearing and focusing on this wonderful and glorious gospel of Christ, let us finish the way the writer of 
Hebrews does… 

“Therefore brothers and sisters…Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who 
promised is faithful. And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, not neglecting to 
meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day 
drawing near.” - Hebrews 10:23-25.  

Let’s pray.  
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