
Trusting the 66 Books of the Bible: 
Reliability, Divine Origin, and Authority 
Introduction: “How can I trust that these 66 books in the Bible are accurately passed down 
from the original texts, that it is from God, and therefore, that it has anything to say over my 
life?” This heartfelt question is one that many new believers and skeptics ask. After all, the Bible 
is an ancient collection of writings – 66 books written over 1,500+ years by about 40 authors – 
so it’s fair to wonder if it’s been preserved reliably and whether it truly carries divine authority. In 
this overview, we will explore three key dimensions of why Christians trust the Bible: (1) its 
historical and textual reliability, (2) its divine inspiration, and (3) its authority to speak into our 
lives. Along the way, we’ll see manuscript evidence (like the Dead Sea Scrolls and ancient 
papyri), consider the basis for the biblical canon, examine prophetic and historical corroboration, 
and even compare the Bible with other religious texts (such as the Qur’an and the Book of 
Mormon). The goal is both apologetic rigor and pastoral warmth – to show that our faith in 
Scripture is well-founded, and to invite you, wherever you stand, to consider the Bible’s 
message for yourself. 

1. The Historical and Textual Reliability of the Biblical 
Texts 
Accurate Transmission – Not a “Telephone Game”: A common misconception is that the 
Bible we read today is like a long game of telephone – a translation of a translation, full of 
copyist errors. In reality, modern English Bibles are translated directly from ancient Hebrew and 
Greek manuscripts, not from one translation to another. We have an unbroken line of 
transmission: dedicated scribes copied the Scriptures through the centuries, and today scholars 
translate from those original-language texts to our language. The process is more akin to a 
single step from the original text to today’s language, supported by an abundance of manuscript 
evidence. In fact, the copying and translating of biblical books began almost immediately as the 
faith spread, meaning the Bible has always been a literature available to the common people. 
As one scholar put it, “the history of the Bible is not some layered web of translations” – it’s a 
direct lineage from Hebrew/Greek originals to our Bibles, backed by amazing archaeological 
manuscript discoveries (more on those shortly). 

Wealth of Manuscript Evidence: Unlike many ancient writings that survive in only a few 
copies, the Bible is by far the best-attested work of antiquity. Especially for the New Testament, 
we possess an embarrassment of riches in manuscript evidence. Over 5,000 Greek 
manuscripts (full or partial) of the New Testament have been catalogued – with new ones still 
being found – none of which has necessitated any major change to the text aside from 
minor spelling variants. To put that in perspective: most works of Greek or Roman history 
survive in a handful of manuscripts (sometimes written many centuries after the original), yet the 



New Testament has thousands, some within decades of the originals. For example, a fragment 
of the Gospel of John known as Papyrus P52 (the John Rylands Fragment) is dated around AD 
125, only a few decades after John was originally written. This tiny papyrus piece contains a 
portion of John 18 and was found in Egypt – showing that the New Testament was already 
spreading in written form early on. It’s hard to overstate this: historians base confidence in 
other ancient texts on far less evidence than we have for the Bible. Indeed, historians 
acknowledge the Bible as “by far the most reliably attested writing in history” in terms of 
manuscript evidence. 

Rylands Library Papyrus P52, the oldest known New Testament fragment (John 18:31–33, 
37–38), dated to the early 2nd century AD. Such manuscripts—copied within living memory of 
the apostles—illustrate how close our copies are to the originals, reinforcing confidence that the 
New Testament text has been faithfully preserved. 

Old Testament Reliability – The Dead Sea Scrolls: What about the Old Testament? For many 
centuries, the oldest complete Hebrew manuscripts of the Old Testament dated only to about 
1000 AD (from the Masoretic Jewish scribal tradition). Skeptics wondered if the Old Testament 
text had been altered in the interim. That skepticism was answered dramatically in 1947 with the 
discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls. These scrolls, found in caves near Qumran in Israel, 
included portions of every Old Testament book (except Esther), with some manuscripts dating 
as early as the 3rd to 2nd century BC. When scholars compared, for instance, the Great Isaiah 
Scroll from Qumran (c. 150 BC) to the traditional Hebrew text of Isaiah, they found over 95% 
word-for-word identical text. The remaining ~5% of differences were mostly minor spelling 
variations or slips of the pen that “do not alter doctrinal teaching.” In other words, despite a gap 
of a thousand years, the message of Isaiah (and other books) remained virtually unchanged – 
a stunning confirmation of the meticulous care of Jewish scribes. One author noted that Isaiah’s 
prophecy-rich text was a favorite target of critics (some even suggested its prophecies were 
written after the events); the Dead Sea Scrolls silenced those doubts by proving the prophetic 
words pre-dated their fulfillment. 

The Great Isaiah Scroll from Qumran, one of the Dead Sea Scrolls (2nd century BC), contains 
the entire Book of Isaiah in Hebrew. It predates the next-oldest Isaiah manuscript by over 1000 
years. Remarkably, its text is >95% identical to the traditional Masoretic Text of Isaiah, with only 
minor variations (mostly spelling) and no change in core meaning – powerful evidence that the 
Old Testament has been reliably transmitted. 

Clarity Through Textual Criticism: What about the variations that do exist between 
manuscripts? Rather than undermining the Bible’s reliability, the science of textual criticism 
shows that these numerous manuscripts actually help us refine and confirm the original text. 
Because we have so many copies, scholars can compare them and spot any scribal additions 
or mistakes. Importantly, no core doctrine of the Christian faith hangs on those few variant 
readings – most are like spelling differences or word order changes. In fact, experts often say 
we have “105% of the Bible” – meaning we have more material than the original (since scribes 
occasionally added notes or clarifications), and by comparing all copies we can recognize those 
additions. Modern Bible translations are very transparent about this: you’ll see footnotes where 



a verse or phrase is absent in some early manuscripts. Rather than cause alarm, this should 
increase our confidence. It shows that nothing is being hidden – we know exactly where the few 
uncertainties are, precisely because we have so many manuscripts to compare. Far from being 
corrupted over time, the Bible’s text has been increasingly verified as new manuscript 
discoveries come to light. As one scholar in Egypt commented, “as discoveries are made we are 
not getting farther away from the text but getting closer… this evidence gives us good reason to 
trust that our Bibles have been faithfully and accurately copied and that what we have now is 
what the original authors wrote.” In short, the Bible you read today is a very accurate 
representation of the original writings. 

Formation of the Canon – Why These 66 Books? Another aspect of trust is knowing we have 
the right books. Why 66 books and not others (like the “lost gospels” one hears about)? This 
leads us to the concept of canon – the collection of writings recognized as Scripture. It’s 
important to understand that the books of the Bible were not arbitrarily “voted” into the canon by 
some council with political motivations. Instead, they were recognized over time by the 
community of faith because of their authentic connection to God’s revelation. For the Old 
Testament, the early Christians simply received the Hebrew Scriptures revered by Jesus and 
the apostles – essentially the same 39 books we have today (arranged slightly differently in 
Jewish tradition). Jesus often referred to “the Law and the Prophets” and other sections of 
Scripture, affirming those books as God’s Word. By the time of Christ, the Jewish community 
clearly distinguished their Scriptures from other writings; for example, Jesus spoke of “all the 
Scriptures” concerning Him (Luke 24:27) and even of the innocent blood “from Abel to 
Zechariah” (Luke 11:51), hinting at the span of the Hebrew canon from Genesis to Chronicles. 

For the New Testament, the key criterion was apostolic authority. The earliest Christians 
cherished the writings that came from the apostles of Jesus (or their close associates) – those 
who were eyewitnesses of Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection. These writings (like the Gospels 
and the letters of Paul, Peter, John, etc.) were being read in church gatherings and recognized 
as inspired Scripture during the first century itself. By the end of the first century, most of the 27 
NT books were widely used among churches. Far from later church councils picking books at 
random, the councils of the 4th century (like the Council of Carthage in AD 397) simply 
affirmed the consensus that had already emerged: that these 27 books carried the apostolic 
truth. Early church fathers, some of whom were discipled by the apostles’ own disciples, 
commented in their writings on which books were truly apostolic. They “recognized” the 
genuine articles; as one documentary put it, “the New Testament books were not chosen by 
vote, but recognized as the writings closest to the community surrounding Jesus”. In other 
words, the church didn’t grant authority to these books – it acknowledged the authority inherent 
in them. 

What About “Lost” or Excluded Books? Every so often, headlines blare about a “Lost 
Gospel” (Thomas, Judas, Mary, etc.) that supposedly changes the story of Jesus. It’s true that 
ancient writings outside the Bible do exist – but a closer look shows why the early Christians 
rejected them. Many of these texts emerged much later (2nd to 4th century AD) and are tied to 
fringe groups (like Gnostics) with views very different from Jesus’ earliest followers. A classic 
example is the Gospel of Thomas, a collection of 114 sayings attributed to Jesus, discovered in 



Egypt in 1945. While its title bears an apostle’s name, historians note this was a common ploy – 
later writers would attach famous names to their writings to gain credibility, a form of ancient 
“plagiarism”. The content and style of Thomas clearly show it isn’t a genuine first-century 
gospel: it’s not a narrative of Jesus’ life at all, just a list of mystic sayings (some of which are 
quite bizarre). For example, the final saying in the Gospel of Thomas has Simon Peter implying 
women are not worthy of life and Jesus supposedly saying He will make Mary into a male so 
she can enter the kingdom – a saying utterly alien to anything in the New Testament Gospels. 
Such Gnostic writings reflect a mix of Christian names with philosophy and mythology that arose 
long after the apostles. Scholars can tell by historical anachronisms: e.g. these texts use 
names and locations popular in 2nd/3rd-century Egypt rather than 1st-century Palestine. In 
short, there were no “lost books” of the Bible the church accidentally left out; there were 
spurious books it deliberately left out because they didn’t pass the test of apostolic truth. The 
books in our Bible are the ones that have been proven from earliest times to bear the marks of 
authenticity: they align with the doctrine Jesus and His apostles taught, they have roots in 
eyewitness testimony, and they were used in worship by the early community of believers. This 
canon was substantially settled by early in the second century – long before any church council 
formally listed them. 

Historical Credibility: Lastly, under reliability, consider that the Bible’s historical and 
geographical details continually prove accurate. Every year, archaeological findings shed 
more light on biblical places, people, and events – and remarkably, they have a way of 
confirming the biblical record. One renowned archaeologist (and non-Christian at that) stated: “It 
may be stated categorically that no archaeological discovery has ever controverted a biblical 
reference.” In other words, not one find has disproven a biblical mention; on the contrary, many 
discoveries have confirmed names of ancient kings, cities, inscriptions, and practices exactly as 
described in Scripture. For example, for years some doubted the existence of figures like 
Pontius Pilate or Caiaphas outside the Bible – until excavations found inscriptions bearing those 
very names. Skeptics dismissed the Hittites as a “made-up” people in the Old Testament – until 
archaeologists uncovered the Hittite capital and royal library. Over and over, the Bible has 
shown itself to be rooted in real history. This historical reliability gives us further reason to trust 
that the biblical authors recorded truthfully and that the text we have corresponds to real events 
(not myth). 

In summary, the Bible passes the test of historical/textual scrutiny with flying colors. Its text is 
incredibly well-preserved, far beyond any ancient peer, and its content has been verified time 
and again by archaeology and historical study. The 66 books we have are the right ones – the 
ones God’s people have recognized from the beginning. Our modern Bibles faithfully represent 
what the prophets, apostles, and other inspired writers actually wrote. This foundation of 
reliability sets the stage for the next question: is this collection of books really from God? 
For that, we turn to the Bible’s inspiration and the evidence of its divine origin. 

2. The Divine Inspiration of Scripture – Why We Believe 
the Bible Is From God 



If the Bible has been transmitted accurately, we still need to ask: who is behind these writings? 
Christians believe the Bible is not merely human ideas about God, but God’s Word to humans. 
In other words, God inspired the authors so that what they wrote is exactly what He intended for 
us to have. This claim of divine inspiration is central to why the Bible carries authority. Let’s 
explore both the Bible’s own claims about itself and several internal and external evidences that 
point to its supernatural origin. 

The Bible’s Own Claims: The Bible explicitly teaches its divine inspiration. The apostle Paul 
wrote to Timothy, “All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting 
and training in righteousness, so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every 
good work.” (2 Timothy 3:16–17, NIV). To say Scripture is “God-breathed” (Greek theopneustos) 
means it originates from God’s Spirit – He breathed it out through the human writers. Likewise, 2 
Peter 1:21 says, “no prophecy was ever produced by the will of man, but men spoke from God 
as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.”. The prophets and apostles didn’t just give their 
private opinions; God’s Spirit “carried” them in the writing process (without overriding their 
personalities) to communicate His message. Dozens of times the Old Testament writers preface 
their words with, “Thus says the Lord,” indicating they understood themselves as messengers of 
God. Jesus Himself treated the Scriptures as the word of God. He said “Your word is truth” 
(John 17:17) and referenced scriptural statements as authoritative, often with the phrase, “It is 
written…” (Matthew 4:4, etc.). In John 10:35, Jesus stated plainly, “Scripture cannot be broken,” 
underscoring its divine authority. So, internally, the Bible testifies to being from God – and if 
that’s true, then its authority over our beliefs and lives logically follows (we’ll discuss that in the 
next section). 

Unity of Message: One powerful internal evidence of divine inspiration is the remarkable unity 
of the Bible’s message despite its diverse origins. Remember, the 66 books were written over 
15+ centuries, on three continents, in three languages (Hebrew, Aramaic, Greek), by authors 
ranging from kings to fishermen to scholars to shepherds. Yet these writings, when brought 
together, form one grand narrative and a coherent theological message: the story of God’s 
creation of the world, humanity’s fall into sin, and God’s unfolding plan to redeem and restore 
through the Messiah, Jesus Christ. From Genesis to Revelation, the books “paint a consistent 
and clear picture” of God’s justice, love, and salvation plan centered on Christ. This unity is 
astonishing. As one illustration: If you took 40 people today from the same culture and era and 
asked them to write their thoughts on life’s biggest questions, you’d get wildly different answers! 
The Bible’s consistency across ages and authors defies natural explanation – it strongly 
suggests a single divine Author superintending the whole process. The early church father 
Augustine said the New Testament is in the Old concealed, and the Old is in the New revealed – 
indicating how the two testaments dovetail. Many themes begun in the Old Testament (sacrifice, 
covenant, kingdom, etc.) find their fulfillment in the New. Such integrated harmony, “without 
contradiction,” is unique among writings and points to the Bible’s one ultimate Author. 

Fulfilled Prophecy: Another compelling proof of the Bible’s divine origin is the precision of its 
fulfilled prophecies. The Bible contains hundreds of specific prophecies, many given centuries 
before their fulfillment, that have come true in astonishing detail. These aren’t vague 
Nostradamus-style predictions; they name names, places, and events. For instance, the prophet 



Isaiah (writing around 700 BC) named Cyrus as the king who would allow the Jews to return 
from exile – about 150 years before Cyrus lived (Isaiah 44:28). The prophet Daniel, in texts now 
found among the Dead Sea Scrolls, accurately foretold the rise and fall of empires and key 
events in the life of Messiah. Most significantly, the Old Testament gives over 300 prophecies 
about the Messiah, Jesus, which were fulfilled in the life, death, and resurrection of Christ. 
These include details such as His birth in Bethlehem (Micah 5:2), his manner of death (Psalm 
22 describes crucifixion-like suffering centuries before crucifixion was practiced; Isaiah 53 
describes the suffering servant’s death for sins and even hints at resurrection), His riding into 
Jerusalem on a donkey as a king (Zechariah 9:9), and so on. The statistical improbability of one 
person accidentally fulfilling even a handful of these is astronomical – one calculation likened it 
to 1 in 10^2000 (that’s a 1 with 2000 zeroes after it!). As theologian R.C. Sproul quipped, “The 
sheer fulfillment of prophecy should be enough to convince anyone that we are dealing with a 
supernatural piece of literature.” Indeed, there is no logical way to explain the Bible’s fulfilled 
prophecies except that God, who knows the end from the beginning, inspired its writing. 
No other religious book in the world contains this breadth of predictive prophecy confirmed by 
historical events – this is a distinctive “fingerprint of God” on Scripture. 

Supernatural Impact and Transforming Power: A more experiential but still significant 
evidence is the life-changing power of the Bible’s message. For thousands of years, across 
every culture where the Bible has gone, it has demonstrated an uncanny power to transform 
lives in a way no mere human book can. As Hebrews 4:12 says, “the word of God is living and 
active, sharper than any two-edged sword… discerning the thoughts and intentions of the 
heart.” Countless people can testify how the Scriptures have convicted them of sin, brought 
them comfort in despair, or given them hope and purpose. From hardened criminals to hopeless 
addicts, from scholars to everyday folks, the Bible’s words have sparked moral and spiritual 
revolutions in individual lives. One summary put it this way: “Drug addicts have been cured by 
it, derelicts and deadbeats transformed by it, hardened criminals reformed, hate turned to love… 
The Bible possesses a dynamic and transforming power that is only possible because it is truly 
God’s Word.” Even if this evidence is somewhat subjective, it stands: generation after 
generation, people from all walks who seriously engage the Bible often describe feeling that 
through it, God spoke to them – bringing illumination, conviction, and change. As a pastor 
might say, the Word that God inspired, He also energizes in the hearts of those who read it. This 
transformative impact, consistent with what one would expect if the Creator is speaking through 
a book, sets the Bible apart. No other text has so universally and deeply shaped the lives of its 
readers and even the course of world history (think of the influence on law, human rights, art, 
and ethics that traces back to biblical principles). 

External Corroborations: Beyond internal qualities, there are external reasons to accept the 
Bible as God’s Word. We’ve mentioned archaeology already confirming historical elements. 
Consider also the integrity and sacrifice of the Bible’s human authors. The apostles and 
early Christian writers did not gain wealth or power from spreading the biblical message – quite 
the opposite. Many of them were persecuted, imprisoned, or executed for testifying to what they 
had seen and heard (e.g. Peter and Paul were martyred, John exiled, etc.). Yet they held to their 
testimony. As the philosopher Blaise Pascal noted, “I [believe] those witnesses that get their 
throats cut.” People may die for a lie they believe to be true, but these apostles were in a 



position to know first-hand if their message (especially the resurrection of Jesus) was true or 
not. Their willingness to die rather than recant is a strong indication they truly had encountered 
something – or Someone – supernatural. The earliest disciples insist they ate and conversed 
with the risen Jesus (Acts 4:20, 1 John 1:1-3), and this conviction turned them from hiding 
cowards into bold messengers. Their lives and deaths lend credibility to the claim that God had 
indeed acted in history and commissioned them with His word. 

Additionally, the endurance of the Bible through the ages speaks to a special providence. The 
Bible has weathered waves of opposition – from ancient Roman emperors who ordered 
confiscation and burning of Scriptures, to medieval critics, to modern atheists – yet it remains 
the most published, widely read book in the world. Jesus predicted, “Heaven and earth will pass 
away, but My words will never pass away” (Mark 13:31), and indeed the Scripture has outlasted 
its persecutors. For example, the French skeptic Voltaire in the 1700s famously said that within 
100 years the Bible would be obsolete – but within 100 years of his death, ironically, his own 
house was being used as a depot for printing Bibles. This kind of poetic outcome highlights how 
countless regimes and critics have tried to extinguish the Bible, yet it persists and continues to 
spread to new languages and peoples. Such preservation aligns with the belief that God is 
watching over His Word. 

A Unique Book Among Religions: It’s instructive to compare the Bible’s qualities with other 
religious scriptures. For instance, the Qur’an of Islam is believed by Muslims to be God’s word, 
but its formation and content differ notably. The Qur’an was delivered through one man 
(Muhammad) in a single region and lifetime (7th century Arabia). After Muhammad’s death, 
there were differing recitations among his followers; a few decades later, one of his companions 
(the Caliph Uthman) compiled an official version and burned the rest. That means, unlike the 
Bible, the manuscript tradition of the Qur’an was deliberately streamlined by an authority, 
eliminating variant copies. By contrast, the Bible’s text emerged organically in many 
communities and languages, and though it has variants, we still have them to examine (we 
didn’t have a central authority in antiquity burning “alternate Bibles”). This actually gives us more 
confidence in the Bible, because transparency is better than an enforced uniformity. Moreover, 
the Bible’s multi-author, multi-century composition allows for internal cross-confirmation (e.g. 
prophecies and fulfillments, complementary perspectives on events, etc.) that a single-author 
text cannot provide. The Qur’an also contains almost no predictive prophecy nor the kind of 
redemption narrative that unfolds in the Bible. This is not to bash the Qur’an, but to show that 
with all due respect, there is no comparison in the scope of evidence: the Bible’s unified 
story from dozens of authors, its corroborated history, its fulfilled prophecies, and its textual 
wealth stand in a category of their own. 

Similarly, consider the Book of Mormon (central to Latter-Day Saint faith). It purports to be a 
record of ancient peoples in the Americas (written between 600 BC – AD 400). However, 
despite extensive archaeological effort, no definitive evidence has been found of the cities, 
names, or events described in the Book of Mormon. Mainstream archaeology and genetics, in 
fact, conflict with its claims about Israelites being the principal ancestors of Native Americans. 
The Book of Mormon was produced by one man (Joseph Smith) in 1830, with no surviving 
ancient manuscripts to examine – we only have his 19th-century published copy. By contrast, 



the Bible invites external testing and has passed such tests repeatedly. It names real, known 
places and people that archaeologists have dug up. It was written in the public arena of history, 
not in secrecy. And whereas the Book of Mormon has undergone revisions since its first edition, 
the Bible’s content has been fixed for millennia – and any copyist errors are clearly catalogued 
by scholars, as discussed earlier. In short, other religious texts do not offer the multi-faceted 
evidence that the Bible does. The Bible’s prophetic track record, historical grounding, 
textual transparency, and transforming effect are unparalleled. These factors together make 
a strong cumulative case that the Bible is not merely human literature, but is exactly what it 
claims to be: the inspired Word of God. 

To summarize this section: We believe the Bible is from God because (1) it claims to be and 
demonstrates qualities (unity, prophecy, authority) consistent with that claim, (2) Jesus affirmed 
it as God’s Word and He validated His claims by His resurrection, (3) it has been miraculously 
preserved and confirmed in ways no other text has, and (4) it continues to show divine power in 
transforming lives and societies. As a famous saying goes: “Men could not have written it if they 
would, and would not have written it if they could.” The fingerprints of the Creator are all over 
Scripture. This leads us to the final dimension – if all this is true, what does it mean for us 
personally? If the Bible is God’s Word, “why should it have anything to say over my life?” Let’s 
conclude with the Bible’s authority and relevance to us today. 

3. The Bible’s Authority to Speak into Our Lives 
If the Bible is indeed “accurately passed down from the original texts” and “from God,” then it 
logically follows that it carries authority – not just as a historical artifact, but as God’s voice to 
which we are accountable. In a church context, we often say the Bible is our “final authority for 
faith and practice.” But to a skeptic or new believer, that can sound scary or abstract. So let’s 
break down why the Bible has a rightful claim over our beliefs and actions, and why that’s 
actually good news for us. 

God’s Word, God’s Authority: Authority in this sense means the right to command belief and 
obedience. Christians submit to the Bible’s authority because we believe its Author is our 
Creator, who knows us better than we know ourselves. Think of it this way: If God made us and 
loves us, His instructions would carry the weight of both ownership and love. Jesus once said, 
“If you love me, keep my commands” (John 14:15). How do we know His commands? Through 
Scripture. The connection between divine inspiration and authority is made explicit in the 
verse we saw earlier: “All Scripture is God-breathed… so that the servant of God may be 
thoroughly equipped for every good work.” Because it comes from God, the Bible can “equip” 
us – it has the right to teach, rebuke, correct, and train us (2 Tim 3:16). Another way to say it: 
The Bible doesn’t get its authority from the church or from any human endorsement; it gets it 
from being the Word of God. Thus, to dismiss the Bible is to dismiss God’s own 
communication. As one modern writer put it, “If the Bible is truly God’s Word, then it is the final 
authority for all matters of faith, practice, and morality… If the Bible is the Word of God, then to 
dismiss it is to dismiss God Himself.”. That’s a strong statement, but it rings true: ignoring the 
Scriptures isn’t just rejecting a book; it’s rejecting the One who inspired the book. 



What the Bible Speaks Into: Practically, what does it mean that the Bible has authority “over 
my life”? It means the Bible has the right to define truth, morality, purpose, and identity for us. It 
addresses the big questions: Who is God? Who are we? Why are we here? What’s wrong with 
the world? How can it be made right? For example, Scripture teaches us about God’s character 
– His holiness, justice, love, and mercy. It tells us uncomfortable truths about our sin and need 
for a Savior (“rebuking and correcting,” as Timothy says), but also wonderful truths about God’s 
grace and how we should live in response (“teaching and training in righteousness”). Because 
the Bible’s message comes from our Maker, it “judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart” – 
it can challenge our inner motives and values. Have you ever felt, while reading or hearing a 
Bible passage, that it “read” you more than you read it? That convicting power is evidence of 
its authority. The Bible functions like a light and a mirror: as Psalm 119:105 says, “Your word is 
a lamp to my feet and a light to my path,” guiding us in the darkness; and as James 1:23–25 
says, it’s like a mirror showing us our true condition so we can change. 

Importantly, biblical authority is not about God being a tyrant telling us what to do arbitrarily. It’s 
about a loving Father guiding His children. God’s commands in Scripture are for our good – 
to protect us from harm and lead us into fullness of life. When 2 Timothy 3:15 says the 
Scriptures “are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus,” it reminds us 
that the Bible’s first and greatest message is the way to be reconciled to God (through the 
Gospel of Jesus). God gave us the Bible because He loves us and wants us to know Him and 
the truth about reality. Imagine the tragedy if God had not spoken – we’d be in the dark about 
ultimate things. But in fact He has spoken, and the Bible is the enduring transcript of His voice. 
That’s why Christians hold it so dear. 

The Response It Calls For: Because the Bible is from God and preserved by God, what should 
our response be? First, trust. We can trust its promises and truths as a firm foundation. Jesus 
built His entire mission on fulfilling Scripture and often said, “the Scripture must be fulfilled” 
(Mark 14:49, etc.), indicating His total trust in its authority. He even used Scripture as the 
weapon against temptation (Matthew 4), reinforcing that our lives should be built on Scripture’s 
truth. Second, obedience. When the Bible speaks clearly on an issue, our stance as believers 
is to submit to it, even if our culture or our feelings disagree. This is challenging but liberating – 
it means we aren’t tossed about by every new trend or personal whim; we have a steady 
compass. As Jesus illustrated in the parable of the wise builder: “Everyone who hears these 
words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock… it 
did not fall, because it had its foundation on the rock.” (Matthew 7:24–25). The Bible is that rock 
foundation because it’s God’s unchanging truth. 

Third, application. The authority of Scripture isn’t just about doctrinal points; it’s deeply 
practical. It speaks to how we treat others, how we handle money, how we forgive, how we 
pursue purity, and more. It comforts us in suffering and gives us hope for the future. If we 
acknowledge its authority, we should actively apply it – “not merely listen to the word, and so 
deceive ourselves,” as James says, “do what it says” (James 1:22). The ultimate goal is not 
Bible knowledge for its own sake, but a transformed life aligned with God’s will. Jesus prayed to 
the Father, “Sanctify them in the truth; Your word is truth” (John 17:17). We change (are 
sanctified) as we let the authoritative truth of Scripture challenge and shape us. 



Finally, for the skeptic or seeker in the audience, recognizing the Bible’s authority may be a 
process. It’s okay to start by simply investigating the Bible with an open heart. Many skeptics 
have set out to disprove the Bible only to become convinced of its power and veracity in the 
process. As Jesus said, “If anyone is willing to do God’s will, he will find out whether my 
teaching comes from God” (John 7:17). God often honors the sincere questioner by unveiling 
the truth of Scripture to them. So if you’re unsure, I encourage you: read the Gospel of John, or 
the Psalms, and ask God (if He’s there) to speak to you. You may be surprised that the words 
seem to come alive and speak right into your life – as so many have experienced. 

To wrap up, the Bible’s authority over our lives flows from its identity as God’s Word, which we 
have strong reasons to trust. It’s not a random collection of ancient texts; it’s a coherent, 
God-breathed message that has been faithfully preserved for you and me. It tells us the truth 
about God, about ourselves, and about the world, and it does so with a voice that carries weight 
and love. Because it is from God, the Bible deserves not just intellectual agreement but our 
devoted attention and response. As one summary puts it: “If the Bible is truly God’s Word, we 
should cherish it, study it, obey it, and fully trust it… It contains everything we need to know to 
have a right relationship with Him.” 

Conclusion: In this journey, we’ve seen that trusting the 66 books of the Bible is reasonable 
and justified. Historically and textually, the Bible stands on rock-solid evidence – it has been 
accurately passed down, and we have what the original authors wrote, verified by manuscripts 
and archaeology. In terms of origin, it shows every sign of being divinely inspired – from fulfilled 
prophecies to unrivaled unity to life-changing power – distinguishing it from merely human 
literature. Therefore, it does have something to say over your life: it speaks as God’s revelation. 
The invitation, then, is to listen. For those new in faith, take confidence that your Bible is reliable 
and let its teachings increasingly guide you. For the skeptics, I urge you not to dismiss it without 
giving it a fair hearing in light of the evidence – consider the claims of Christ and the story the 
Bible tells. Ultimately, beyond all the facts and arguments, the Bible’s authority is validated in 
the heart of one who encounters God through its pages. “Taste and see that the Lord is 
good” (Psalm 34:8). Millions can testify that in the Bible they have heard the voice of the living 
God calling them to forgiveness, purpose, and hope in Jesus Christ. You too can trust this Word 
– and more importantly, trust the God who gave it. He will not lead you astray. As Jesus said, 
“Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free” (John 8:32). May we all build our 
lives on the solid rock of God’s Word – faithfully transmitted, divinely inspired, and 
supremely authoritative – for our good and His glory. Amen. 

 



Comparing the reliability of the Bible to other ancient documents we consider historically 
trustworthy is especially insightful. Here’s a clear breakdown to illustrate the remarkable 
difference: 

1. Manuscript Evidence and Reliability 
When historians determine how trustworthy an ancient document is, they primarily consider: 

●​ Number of Manuscripts (how many surviving copies exist)​
 

●​ Time Gap (how much time passed between the original writings and the earliest copies 
we have)​
 

Let's see how the Bible stacks up against some famous and trusted ancient works: 

Ancient Document Date Written Earliest Copy Time Gap Manuscripts 

Plato’s Dialogues ~400 BC ~AD 900 ~1,300 yrs 7 copies 

Aristotle’s Works ~350 BC ~AD 1100 ~1,400 yrs 49 copies 

Caesar’s Gallic Wars ~100–44 BC ~AD 900 ~950 yrs 10 copies 

Tacitus’ Annals ~AD 100 ~AD 1100 ~1,000 yrs 20 copies 

Homer’s Iliad ~800 BC ~400 BC ~400 yrs ~1,800 copies 

New Testament ~AD 40–100 ~AD 125–200 ~30–150 yrs 5,800+ Greek 
MSS (over 
25,000 total 
including 
translations) 

 

Key Insights: 

●​ The New Testament outshines all other ancient literature.​
 

●​ We have over 5,800 Greek manuscripts alone, and over 25,000 total manuscripts 
when including translations into Latin, Syriac, Coptic, and other ancient languages.​
 

●​ The earliest manuscript fragments (such as Papyrus P52) are dated around AD 125, 
just decades after the original composition. This is incredibly close historically.​
 



The Bible isn’t just better attested; it's in a league of its own. 

2. Textual Accuracy and Integrity 
Because we have so many manuscripts, we can compare them thoroughly to ensure 
accuracy. 

●​ Scholars affirm the New Testament textual purity at approximately 99.5%. That 
remaining 0.5% involves minor variants—primarily spelling differences or grammatical 
constructions—that don't affect any doctrine or teaching.​
 

●​ In contrast, documents like Tacitus or Caesar often have gaps or questionable sections 
scholars need to reconstruct or guess at, due to fewer manuscript copies.​
 

3. Archaeological Confirmation 
Archaeological finds repeatedly support biblical references. 

●​ Non-Christian archaeologist Nelson Glueck famously said, "It may be stated 
categorically that no archaeological discovery has ever controverted a biblical 
reference."​
 

●​ Many biblical people and events were doubted until archaeology confirmed their 
historicity (e.g., existence of Pontius Pilate, Caiaphas, King David’s dynasty, etc.).​
 

By comparison, other ancient works often remain partially unverifiable through archaeology, or 
they reference events or places historians have trouble identifying clearly. 

4. Historical Accuracy and External Verification 
Historical writings outside the Bible frequently confirm the New Testament accounts: 

●​ Jewish historian Josephus (1st century AD) independently confirms the existence of 
Jesus, John the Baptist, and James.​
 

●​ Roman historian Tacitus (early 2nd century AD) confirms Jesus’s crucifixion by Pontius 
Pilate.​
 

●​ Pliny the Younger (AD 112) describes early Christians worshipping Christ as God.​
 



●​ The Dead Sea Scrolls validate that prophecies (such as those in Isaiah) clearly 
predated Jesus’s life by hundreds of years.​
 

Other historical texts like those of Caesar, Plato, or Aristotle, though generally reliable, lack this 
depth of cross-confirmation. 

5. Fulfilled Prophecy – A Unique Feature 
A particularly remarkable difference: 

●​ The Bible contains numerous detailed, predictive prophecies about historical events, 
people, and especially about the coming of the Messiah, Jesus Christ. These are 
demonstrably fulfilled with precision historically.​
 

●​ No other ancient literary work—not Plato, Aristotle, Homer, or Tacitus—contains anything 
remotely like such precise fulfilled predictions.​
 

This sets the Bible apart as uniquely supernatural in character. 

Putting it Together: Why This Matters 
This comparison isn’t just academic—it's profoundly reassuring: 

●​ If historians trust Caesar’s writings on Rome, despite only a few manuscripts and a 
thousand-year gap, how much more can we trust the New Testament, with thousands 
of manuscripts and only decades’ separation?​
 

●​ The Bible’s historical reliability doesn’t just rival other trusted ancient texts—it 
dramatically surpasses them.​
 

For the skeptic or new believer in your audience, it means the step of trusting Scripture isn’t 
blind faith. It's well-supported, historically credible trust—more so than nearly any other 
historical document we rely on. 

Ultimately, the Bible isn’t just an ancient document—it’s God’s Word to humanity. And 
remarkably, the strongest historical, textual, archaeological, and prophetic evidence we possess 
for any ancient document backs this up. 

This comparison beautifully illustrates: the Bible deserves our attention, trust, and 
submission—because it stands unmatched in historical credibility, textual reliability, and 
prophetic precision. 



 

Knowing the historical trustworthiness and reliability of the Bible provides deep, practical, and 
transformative value to Christians. Here’s how it can impact our lives and faith practically and 
spiritually: 

1. Confident Faith 
Understanding the remarkable historical reliability of the Bible allows a believer to: 

●​ Anchor their faith confidently: Christianity is not blind belief, but trust in real events 
and real people recorded with exceptional accuracy.​
 

●​ Defend their beliefs graciously: Equipped with historical evidence, believers can 
engage confidently with questions and objections from skeptics or seekers.​
 

Practical Impact:​
 When doubts or skepticism arise (whether internally or externally), you have a solid foundation 
to stand on—your faith rests on trustworthy testimony, not mere legend. 

“Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the 
reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect.” (1 
Peter 3:15) 

2. Deepened Relationship with God 
The Bible isn’t merely a historical document—it’s the very voice of God. Knowing it’s historically 
trustworthy means: 

●​ God truly speaks to us personally through these accurate, preserved words.​
 

●​ Your relationship with God is rooted in reality, not imagination or superstition.​
 

Practical Impact:​
 Your devotional life, prayers, and daily choices are not guesses about God’s intentions—they're 
direct responses to clearly communicated truths from God. 

“Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.” (Psalm 119:105) 

3. Assurance of Salvation 



Because the biblical record is accurate, you can trust the promises about salvation, forgiveness, 
and eternal life. 

●​ Christ’s death and resurrection, historically attested events, guarantee that His promises 
are reliable.​
 

●​ Your eternal destiny isn’t wishful thinking—it’s grounded on verified historical realities.​
 

Practical Impact:​
 Even when struggling spiritually or emotionally, you can rest in the objective, historical truth of 
Christ’s saving work on your behalf. 

“These things I have written to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, that 
you may know that you have eternal life.” (1 John 5:13) 

4. Clarity of Moral and Ethical Guidance 
Knowing the Bible’s historical credibility provides clarity and authority for ethics, relationships, 
and personal decisions: 

●​ If the Bible is God’s authentic Word, then its teachings on morality, sexuality, family, 
finances, justice, and compassion carry divine authority.​
 

Practical Impact:​
 You have clear, authoritative guidance in a world filled with shifting opinions and confusion. 

“All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting, and 
training in righteousness.” (2 Timothy 3:16) 

5. Boldness in Witnessing and Evangelism 
Knowing the strength of biblical reliability emboldens believers to share their faith confidently: 

●​ You are inviting others not into myth, but into truth confirmed by history.​
 

●​ Your testimony carries greater conviction, because you are convinced historically, 
intellectually, and spiritually.​
 

Practical Impact:​
 You engage others boldly, knowing you offer truth that stands up to rigorous scrutiny, both 
historically and intellectually. 



“I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God that brings 
salvation to everyone who believes.” (Romans 1:16) 

6. Resilience Amidst Cultural Challenges 
Believers face pressures from cultural trends, secularism, and doubts. Knowing the 
trustworthiness of the Bible: 

●​ Strengthens you to stand firm against cultural pressures, doubts, and challenges.​
 

●​ Encourages perseverance and courage when your faith is tested or mocked.​
 

Practical Impact:​
 Your faith endures—not as a naïve stubbornness, but from the assurance that it’s anchored in 
proven, reliable history and truth. 

“Be on your guard; stand firm in the faith; be courageous; be strong.” (1 Corinthians 
16:13) 

7. Deeper Love and Gratitude for God’s Word 
Realizing the extraordinary preservation and historical accuracy of the Bible leads to deeper 
awe, gratitude, and reverence for Scripture. 

●​ The Bible isn’t a casual collection of stories—it’s an incredibly preserved gift from God, 
showing His care for every generation.​
 

●​ Every time you open the Bible, you are holding a miracle of preservation and divine 
intention.​
 

Practical Impact:​
 This awareness cultivates gratitude and reverence, motivating more consistent Bible study and 
application. 

“The law from your mouth is more precious to me than thousands of pieces of silver 
and gold.” (Psalm 119:72) 

 

In short, knowing the Bible’s trustworthiness transforms believers from the inside out, equipping 
them to live boldly, assuredly, and joyfully in Christ. 
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