
 

       
PP The Greatest Christmas Family
Galatians 4:4-7  You are invited!					           December 23, 2022

Out in the foyer of the theater is a table that is displaying four works from our artists
Each week of this Advent month, one of our artists has creatively expressed the theme of this 
series, The Greatest Christmas Family
Week one was the The Father Sends, with the drawing of hands cradling the earth
Week two was The Son Redeems, with the painting of the wrists whose chains were broken by 
the cross
Week three was The Spirit Dwells, with the sculpture of Jesus robed in the power of the Holy 
Spirit, redeeming lost sinners through the cross
Tonight, our final theme is You are Invited, and I invite you to watch on the screen
PP Video

I recently learned of the history of Mount Morgan in Queensland, Australia 
The people who lived on that land were mired in deep poverty, with very little good farmland to 
sustain life, but in 1882…gold was discovered on that mountain
Not just gold, but copper and silver as well, so much so that it became the largest gold mine in 
the world at that time
For 99 years they mined that mountain, extracting 262 tons of gold, 37 tons of silver and 387,000 
tons of copper
All that time, unaware, those impoverished residents of Mount Morgan had a treasure beyond 
	belief and they ended up receiving none of it…outside investors got it all
As incredible as that true story is, there is an even greater treasure that has yet to be mined by
millions of people who have rights to it, and they are the redeemed children of God
That treasure is spiritual adoption and all that comes with it, and it is better than gold!
The bible’s message of Christmas is that God made a way for sinners to be forgiven and become
His children, and it was all set into motion at the birth of Jesus
PP “But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born 
under the law, to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive 
adoption as sons.”  Galatians 4:4-5
Though you did not see or hear in these verses about angels in the sky and shepherds in the fields 
or a manger scene, this is truly the heart of the message of Christmas
God’s plan, even before creation, was to redeem sinners and adopt them into His family
Galatians goes on to say, PP “And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of His Son 
into our hearts, crying, ‘Abba! Father!’ So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if 
a son, then an heir through God.”  Galatians 4:6-7
The Heavenly Father sent His Son Jesus to redeem us by dying in our place, paying for our sins, 
bringing us into His great family as sons and daughters
Then He sent the Holy Spirit to dwell in every one of the redeemed in order to teach them the 
incredible spiritual riches that every child of the Heavenly Father has

Yet many Christians are like the residents of Mount Morgan, unaware of the unfathomable 
treasure that has been given to them
The mine has been opened, the spiritual gold, silver and copper is yours, but do you believe this?
Let me survey this treasure and show you a sampling of what every Christian has inherited

PP God’s love, for ‘See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called 
children of God’ 1 John 3:1
With a love like this from our Heavenly Father, what do we ever need fear?

PP God’s peace, “Therefore do not be anxious, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we 
drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’...your heavenly Father knows that you need them 
all”  Matthew 6:31–32
When my oldest was 5 years old I took him with our youth group to Pt. Pleasant, and our host 
had a 26 foot boat and he took us into the bay to Barnegat inlet out into the Atlantic 
The boat would rise up on the crests so high you couldn’t see the water in front of you, and down 
in the troughs so low that the ocean all around was higher than the boat
Understandably my son was terrified and crying, and immediately climbed into my lap burying 
his face into my chest, and within minutes fell fast asleep
How powerful the peace that a father gives to his children, none more than our Heavenly Father

PP God’s promises, for each of His children have ‘an inheritance that is imperishable, 
undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you’ 1 Peter 1:4
PP (Pic of Bray) Billy Bray from Cornwall, England was a drunk who worked in a tin mine
One payday, on his way home from work, out of coal, he bought a wheelbarrow full of it but then 
stopped at a bar and got thoroughly drunk
His wife had to come get the coal for their freezing children, and then came back to get Billy
His profanity was so bad his friends joked that his breath smelled of the sulfur of hell
Billy began to dread going to sleep because he feared that he would die and wake up in hell
Miserable, knowing he was a sinner, he went to church one weekend, but no one, even the 
minister showed up because it was raining so hard, yet all that day and the next he read
the bible and prayed desperately for the Lord to give him mercy
In November, 1823, God gave that mercy and Billy called on Him for forgiveness and though he 
continued to work at the mines, he also began to preach and build chapels and all the
while, he had a profoundly intimate relationship with His Heavenly Father 
He knew, PP “he was an adopted son of God, the ‘King of Kings’ and therefore he was a prince
already possessing royal rights and privileges, and for him he exulted to think his
Heavenly Father had reserved everlasting glory and blessedness”

PP God’s guidance, “For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God.” Romans 8:14 
Constantly Bray would say, ‘I need to ask my father what to do’, ‘I need to talk with my Father’
Billy Bray knew His Heavenly Father was always there, leading him by the Holy Spirit

PP God’s family, “[For] you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens 
with the saints and members of the household of God”  Ephesians 2:19
Christians are never alone, for are each part of the greatest Christmas family on earth
How many of you who have been redeemed have begun to live out your great inheritance?
Or are you like the people of Mount Morgan, living a life of spiritual poverty not realizing that 
untold riches have been given to you from the Heavenly Father?
As I close, let me tell you a story that describes another group of people that are here
3 men were flying to a remote cabin in Northern Alaska when their plane went down
They landed safely on a frozen lake, but it took two weeks for them to be found and rescued
They set about foraging for food but the deep winter time yielded nothing to eat
They walked out on the lake, cleared snow away from the glass-like ice, and they could see 
schools of fish swimming below them, but they had no way to get to them
There are some of you here who do not know the Heavenly Father, and like Billy Bray, there 
may be growing in you, a fear that one day you will die and wake in hell
You hear of these privileges and blessings I just talked about, but you can’t get to them
There is a way through that barrier, and it is to believe that the real Christmas tree is called the 
cross of Calvary, and if you will trust in the One Who died on it, you will be forgiven
Not only forgiven, but adopted by the Heavenly Father, and He will give the Holy Spirit to you 
as a down payment of the incredible, eternal inheritance that will be yours 
If you will reach out to Jesus by faith, you will say with Billy Bray, PP ‘I have faith to believe it. 
In an instant the Lord made me so happy that I cannot express what I felt. I shouted for 
joy. I praised God with my whole heart for what He had done for a poor sinner like me, 
for I could say, the Lord has pardoned all my sins.’ 
The Heavenly Father will say to you…Welcome to My family!

Pray and the lights will go out with ‘Amen’



