— Sermon Outline —
John 20
I Believe in the Resurrected Christ

Introduction: The empty tomb (vv.1-10)
1. Resurrection comforts the grieving (vv.11-18)
2. Resurrection commissions the fearful (vv.21-23) 
3. Resurrection confronts the doubtful (vv.24-29a)
Conclusion: The Invitation (vv.29b-31)

------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Intro: The Empty Tomb Demands an Answer (vv.1–10)
· How would you react if...
· Mary found Jesus’ tomb empty….
· If the body had remained, there would be no Christianity.
· If the tomb were only empty, we would have legends or mystery, not good news.
· God has not left us to guess – Jesus appears to those who grieve, who fear, and who doubt.

1. Resurrection Comforts the Grieving (vv.11–18)
· Mary returns to the tomb, still grieving… “Woman, why are you crying?” – i.e. “What reason is there for you to cry?”
· She turns and sees Jesus but does not recognise Him… until Jesus calls her by name.
· “Do not hold on to me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father…”
· Not a rebuke but a comfort...
· Jesus sends her: “Go to my brothers and tell them…my Father and your Father... my God and your God.”
· Application:




2. Resurrection Commissions the Fearful (vv.19–23)
· That evening (still Resurrection Sunday), the disciples gathered behind locked doors:
· Jesus appears and says, “Peace be with you.”
· His peace is:

· Again: “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.” (John 17:180
· He gives them the Holy Spirit and commision them to speak of forgiving sins (v.23):
· Forgiveness is tied to the message they carry.
· Those who hear...
· Those who reject...
· Application:



3. Resurrection Confronts the Doubtful (vv.24–29a)
· Thomas (one of the Twelve) was not there on the first evening. “Unless I see the nail marks and put my hand into His side, I will never believe.”
· If you were Thomas, what would you have said in v.28 – Thomas said to him “…..”

· “Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.”
· Blessed – because salvation is for us too...
· Application:



Concl.: The Invitation to Believe in the Answer (vv.29b–31)
· How did the fearful disciples become bold witnesses, even willing to die?
· Why did John record all this for us?
Because the eyewitness account of Jesus’ resurrection is true.


Response
· How will I respond to the empty tomb of Jesus?



“Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.”

