Uncluttered – Where Do I Even Begin? #1 

Community is our step in 2024 to help fulfill the Vision of TWBC. Community is how we will lead people to an encounter with God, resulting in life change. Accountability + Transparency = Community

Accountability - means you can count on me. It is caring for those you are in Community with. 
Transparency – being real about where you are so we can help you get in alignment with who you are.
Community – Is caring and being cared for where you are so we can help you get to where you need to be.

Have you ever needed to organize, clean, or clear out something like a closet, storage building, or attic, and there was so much stuff you said to yourself, "Where do I even begin?"
I want to say, "That is what our spiritual life is like," but that is not accurate. The more accurate way to say it is, "Many of us don't have much of a spiritual life because there is too much clutter in every other area of our lives." 

In this series "Uncluttered," we want to identify those things that are interfering with us:
1. Hearing the Voice of God. 
2. Being able to respond with immediate obedience.

To Unclutter our lives, it is not about something new but about doing what you know. When we use the phrase unclutter, we often want more information and knowledge on a better system of managing clutter rather than eliminating it. 
We are the most overeducated and under-applicated people in the world. The current church is addicted to intellect when results come from application. 

We fail to unclutter because we default to a list of “Do's and Don’ts,” which are duties, instead of seeking the one who can deliver us.  
Example: I'm struggling, so I need to read more, study more, worship louder, and pray harder…. 
If duties alone were enough, we would be saved by the Old Testament Law, and there would be no need for Jesus.

The Uncluttered Principle: Uncluttering is about our hearts' posture and not our hands' production. 
It is all about what Jesus has done, not what we can do. 

Deuteronomy 28:1-2
“And if you faithfully obey the voice of the Lord your God, being careful to do all his commandments that I command you today, the Lord your God will set you high above all the nations of the earth. 2 And all these blessings shall come upon you and overtake you, if you obey the voice of the Lord your God.

Matthew 6:25-33
25 “Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink, nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothing? 26 Look at the birds of the air: they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? 27 And which of you by being anxious can add a single hour to his span of life? 28 And why are you anxious about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin, 29 yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. 
30 But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which today is alive and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe you, O you of little faith? 31 Therefore do not be anxious, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ 32 For the Gentiles seek after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them all. 33 But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to you.

But seek first the Kingdom of God. Every kingdom has these things in common. There is always a presence, an authoritative voice speaking, and you’ll reap the benefits of the kingdom if you live in obedience. 

The Uncluttered Life:
1. Recognize His Presence 
The greatest deception is information will lead to transformation. Only transformation will help you understand the information. 
The people in the Bible are in it because they encountered his Presence. 
“Is my passion for His Presence measurable outside of the expression of ‘Church Services?’”
2. Hear the way He speaks to you. 
Get to know and recognize how God speaks to you, whether through prayer, worship, or reading the Bible.
Inclusive time is good, but He also deserves exclusive time. 

3. Walk-in Obedience.
Most steps of obedience fail because we are trying to do what we read, not what we heard. I don't read to read; I read to hear with the expectation of listening.
Demonstration > Explanation - The best explanation of the Gospel is demonstration. 

It is in His Presence, Seeking to Hear His Voice, and Walking in Obedience that the Bible comes alive; worship is explosive, and Prayer is powerful.  

If the devil cannot destroy you, he will try to distract you. Those distractions appear in the form of clutter. If you are born-again, he wants to clutter up your life so much you self-destruct. 

His distractions are not vague; in fact, they are precise. The distractions are to get you off your foundation (out of the Presence, not hearing His voice, out of obedience.) Our foundation was not built on our ability to do but on what Jesus has already done. 

The challenge moving forward is depending on the Source, not in a system. Jesus did several miracles but seldom did any two miracles the same way. 
The human psychological make-up is designed to trust in patterns and systems. When we have pleasurable experiences, the brain says, "This is a good path; take it again." 
This is why working out is a discipline, and addictions are destructive. (Romans 12:1 says to transform your mind.) 
As born-again people, we live by the Spirit of God, not the pattern of how God answered our last prayer. 

Romans 8:14-15
14 For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons[f] of God. 15 For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, “Abba! Father!”

Take your first step of "Uncluttering" your life by saying a prayer, which is your first step in seeking the Kingdom. 

