
 
 

I AM SERIES 

JOHN 8 – “THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD” 

 
INTRODUCTION: 

The Gospel of John was written so that every person who encountered Jesus, the Son of God, would 

believe in Him and receive eternal life.  John expressed who Jesus is in seven “I AM” statements. 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 

• Which of the I AM statements; Bread of Life, Light of the World, Gate, Good Shepherd, 
Resurrection and Life, Way Truth and Life and the Vine is the most meaningful to you and 
why?  Which I AM do you want to learn more about?  Which is the hardest image to grasp? 

 

• What does it mean for you to be satisfied and sustained in Christ (BREAD OF LIFE)?  How is 

finding our satisfaction and sustainment in Christ alone a challenge for you?  In what ways    

are you tempted to find safety and security apart from your relationship with Christ? 
 

• JOHN 8:12-20 – What did Jesus want the Pharisees to know about who He was and why He 

came?  Why were the Pharisees wanting to kill Jesus?  In what ways was Jesus challenging 
their traditions and the perspective on truth?  Why does Jesus have to defend His statement of 

being the LIGHT OF THE WORLD?  Does He still defend it today?  If so, how?  If Jesus was with 
you, what would He want us to know about Him as the LIGHT?  How does the LIGHT alter our 
behaviors, thoughts and attitudes when we follow Him?  Why don’t we follow the LIGHT? 

 

• LIGHT OF THE WORLD – What does this statement mean to you personally?  Compare and 
contrast LIGHT and DARKNESS.  What are their characteristics?  If Jesus could turn the light 
on in one area of your life and world, what would it be?  How can Christ use you to be light 

where you live, work, study and play?  How has darkness invaded the life of our church? 
 

• LIGHT IN THE OT – What do the following passages teach us about the OT concept of LIGHT 
(Genesis 1:3-5, Exodus 13:21-21, Psalm 27:1, 119:105 and Isaiah 49:6)?  When the Pharisees 

heard Jesus say that He was the LIGHT OF THE WORLD, what do you think they thought?  In 
what ways is Jesus the fulfillment and culmination of the passages you looked at above? 

 

• LIGHT IN THE NT – What do the following passages teach us about the NT concept of LIGHT 
(Matthew 6:22-23, John 1:5-8, 3:19, 12:46, Ephesians 5:7-12, Colossians 1:13-14, 1 John 1:5-7)?  

When 1st Century Jews and Gentiles read and heard that Jesus was the LIGHT OF THE WORLD, 
what do you think they thought about Jesus?  In what ways are we called to be light? 

 

NEXT STEP: Read John 8-9 this week.  Circle “I AM” and “truth”.  Confess any sins or anxieties 

that you have allowed to exist in your life this past week.  Pray for the LIGHT to lead you! 



I Am the Light of the World 

12 Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will not walk in 

darkness, but will have the light of life.” 13 So the Pharisees said to him, “You are bearing witness about 

yourself; your testimony is not true.” 14 Jesus answered, “Even if I do bear witness about myself, my 

testimony is true, for I know where I came from and where I am going, but you do not know where I 

come from or where I am going. 15 You judge according to the flesh; I judge no one. 16 Yet even if I do 

judge, my judgment is true, for it is not I alone who judge, but I and the Father[a] who sent me. 17 In your 

Law it is written that the testimony of two people is true. 18 I am the one who bears witness about 

myself, and the Father who sent me bears witness about me.” 19 They said to him therefore, “Where is 

your Father?” Jesus answered, “You know neither me nor my Father. If you knew me, you would know 

my Father also.” 20 These words he spoke in the treasury, as he taught in the temple; but no one 

arrested him, because his hour had not yet come. 

21 So he said to them again, “I am going away, and you will seek me, and you will die in your sin. Where 

I am going, you cannot come.” 22 So the Jews said, “Will he kill himself, since he says, ‘Where I am 

going, you cannot come’?” 23 He said to them, “You are from below; I am from above. You are of this 

world; I am not of this world. 24 I told you that you would die in your sins, for unless you believe that I 

am he you will die in your sins.” 25 So they said to him, “Who are you?” Jesus said to them, “Just what I 

have been telling you from the beginning. 26 I have much to say about you and much to judge, but he 

who sent me is true, and I declare to the world what I have heard from him.” 27 They did not 

understand that he had been speaking to them about the Father. 28 So Jesus said to them, “When you 

have lifted up the Son of Man, then you will know that I am he, and that I do nothing on my own 

authority, but speak just as the Father taught me. 29 And he who sent me is with me. He has not left me 

alone, for I always do the things that are pleasing to him.” 30 As he was saying these things, many 

believed in him. 

The Truth Will Set You Free 

31 So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed him, “If you abide in my word, you are truly my 

disciples, 32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” 33 They answered him, “We are 

offspring of Abraham and have never been enslaved to anyone. How is it that you say, ‘You will 

become free’?” 

34 Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who practices sin is a slave[b] to sin. 35 The 

slave does not remain in the house forever; the son remains forever. 36 So if the Son sets you free, you 

will be free indeed. 37 I know that you are offspring of Abraham; yet you seek to kill me because my 

word finds no place in you. 38 I speak of what I have seen with my Father, and you do what you have 

heard from your father.” 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+8%3A12-38&version=ESV#fen-ESV-26386a
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