Happily Ever After – Val-U #3 
A Healthy Marriage Matters

Announcements:



Community is our step this year to take the next step in our vision at The Way. Community is how we will lead people to an encounter with God that results in life change.

How is Community established? Accountability + Transparency = Community. 

Accountability – is not heavy-handed legalism; it is caring for those you are in Community with. 
Transparency – being real about where you are so we can get you where you need to be. 
Community – Is caring and being cared for where you are so we can help you get to where you need to be. 

Community Life - Reaching you more in 2024. It is not about reaching more people; it is about reaching our people more. It is connecting you with a tribe that you can be transparent with. 

Community is why this series, “Happily Ever After” will be pivotal in your spiritual growth this year. I titled this Happily Ever After because “A Healthy Marriage Matters.” 

What if I am not married? I’m glad you asked. 
1. If you practice these principles now, you’ll be ahead of the curve when your day comes. 
2. These principles are not just for marriage but for every relationship you have. Friends, Co-workers, Employment, Ex-Spouses, Step Kids, or any relationship. These are principles of relationships in general. 

Ephesians 5:22-33
22 Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord. 23 For the husband is the head of the wife even as Christ is the head of the church, his body, and is himself its Savior. 24 Now as the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit in everything to their husbands.
25 Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her, 26 that he might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, 27 so that he might present the church to himself in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that she might be holy and without blemish. 28 In the same way husbands should love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself. 29 For no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as Christ does the church, 30 because we are members of his body. 31 “Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and hold fast to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.” 32 This mystery is profound, and I am saying that it refers to Christ and the church. 33 However, let each one of you love his wife as himself, and let the wife see that she respects her husband.

As we talk about Happily Ever After – A Healthy Marriage Matters. I fear we are doing young believers an injustice. Because when you say fairy tale phrases like "Happily Ever After!" we are conditioning our outlook to be a cakewalk in a dream world when we need to be preparing Christian Couples for war. 
I don’t want a princess in a castle; I married a warrior to go to battle.
Ephesians 5 ends by addressing Husbands and wives. 
Ephesians 6 starts by addressing raising kids. 
Then Ephesians 6:10-20 teaches you to go to war. 

Today Christian marriages are under assault from every direction. I married a warrior to go to battle with, but I need a Community to help me win the war. 
This is why I love Community Life. We are trying to connect you with people who will help you win wars. 

Marriages are crumbling because we've taught couples to chase a dream rather than define their values. 
A unified dream will give you direction, but only unified Values will get you to the destination. 
Build a marriage on Values. Join a Church on Values. Join Community Life because of its Values!

Our first Core Value at The Way is Authentic Relationships:  By creating an environment for divine connection, we develop quality relationships and experience life in Christ together.

Where there are no defined Values there will always be division. 

We must distinguish between three people types: Alignment People, Vision People, and Val-U People. 

Comrades – These are alignment people. People who are with you but only because they are "against what you are "against." You are going the same direction (alignment) but do not have the same vision and definitely different values. 
Comrades (Alignment People) love to fight, but only for the sake of fighting. They can be a valuable ally but do not confuse their motives. 
They may seem like someone you want to be in Community with, but the minute you become for something they are against, they are gone and will talk bad about you in the departure. 
Also, when the victory is won they won’t even celebrate with you. They will go to the next fight. 
	Example: Pharisees and Sadducees didn't like each other at all. When Jesus showed up, they unified together to kill him because they were against the same thing: Jesus. 

Constituents - These are vision people. People who are "for what you are for." 
They are going the same direction (alignment) and have the same vision. Their downfall is that they have different Val-U's.
They are with you because of the cause, not because of you. 
The attraction is the mission, the vision, and the dream. 
Many marriages fail because people marry the dream and the dreamer, not the warrior who is fighting for the destination.
Constituents will fix the problem at the cost of the people, not to protect the people. 
They look very similar to a trusted warrior, but you always end up brokenhearted if you confuse the motive. 
The difference is when the cause fails. When the cause or vision fails, Constituents are gone. Meanwhile, the warrior who is for you stays. 
	Example: John 6:51-67: "Eat my flesh and Drink my Blood." 
	66 After this many of his disciples turned back and no longer walked with him. 67 So Jesus said to the twelve, “Do you want to go away as well?”
	When the mission changed, they changed. 

Confidants – The warrior that stays. They Val-U! They are for “You!”
You must have someone you can Trust. This is you smallest category. If you are married your closest confidant must become your spouse. No exceptions! Then have one or two other people of your same gender to go to war with.  
These people are there in the Up's and the Down's.
Someone you can have Accountability and Transparency with because that is Community. 
They know about what you are afraid someone else will discover. 
Being around them is so comfortable you can behave as if you were by yourself. You do not have to change your behavior in their presence. 
You get tired of being around people because you are putting on an appearance. You want them to leave so you can relax and "be yourself."

This is how Jesus defines Confidant.
John 15:12-15
12 “This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you.13 Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his friends. 14 You are my friends if you do what I command you. 15 No longer do I call you servants, for the servant does not know what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all that I have heard from my Father I have made known to you. 

Christ went to war for you. And while we were yet sinners (enemies) he died for us. 
