SOLID ASSURANCE (3 of 9)
Series: SOLID
Steve Jones

Scripture: Topical
Series Summary: This is a topical sermon series on the basic Bible doctrines that form a solid foundation for the Christian life. 

Sermon Summary: This sermon focuses on the assurance of salvation. We have assurance through 1) Disabuse 2) Cover, and 3) Faith. 
INTRODUCTION:  Many of you will be familiar with the Biblical story of Ruth.  It’s a beautiful love story.  Ruth is the daughter-in-law of Naomi.  To survive, Ruth must get up every morning and go out into the fields to glean. Gleaning was backbreaking work: poor women would follow behind the servants, who were harvesting grain in the fields, to pick up stray stalks of wheat or barley. At the end of a long day in the hot sun, Ruth would process the grain she had gathered and hopefully have enough to make a loaf of bread to share with her aged mother-in-law, Naomi. This went on for months.  Finally, Ruth caught the attention of the wealthy bachelor who owned the land and fields in which she toiled. His name was Boaz. After a whirlwind romance, they were married.  All of that is recorded in Ruth chapters 1-4. In the fifth chapter of Ruth, we read where the day after the wedding, Ruth got up, put on her working clothes, and headed out into the fields to glean.  Boaz stopped her and said, “Ruth, where are you going?” Ruth replied, “I’m going out to glean, just like before.”  Boaz replied, “Ruth, you’re not a poor servant girl anymore. You are my WIFE.  Your gleaning days are over.  Everything I have is yours.”  And Ruth said, “Ohhhhhhh.”  

There is no “fifth chapter of Ruth.”  I made that up. I intend for that story to illustrate how hard it is for we Christians to transition from a mentality of WORKING for our salvation to one of ASSURANCE of our salvation. So, in this message, I want to talk about three things that will help us live with the assurance of our salvation.
I. ASSURANCE OF DISABUSE
To “disabuse” someone is to free them from deception or error.  There is a common misconception of how forgiveness works that I want to start off correcting. You may or MAY NOT operate under this misconception, but I think you’ll find it clarifying, regardless. 

In the Christian church we understand the Biblical teaching on how one becomes saved is faith, repentance, confession, and baptism. And we have emphasized that baptism is FOR THE FORGIVENSS OF SINS. All well and good. But sometimes we make a serious mistake in thinking that the sinner receives forgiveness for his or her PAST SINS, i.e., only for the forgiveness of all sins committed BEFORE the baptismal event. 


As a result, the new Christian is seen as rising from the baptismal waters in a PERFECT CONDITION as far as sin is concerned. He is seen as having a clean, perfect record.  It is as if God has made a record of each person’s past sinful deeds, and in baptism all the sins committed and recorded before that point are simply erased from the record book. The baptized believer is now clean, pure, and perfect, and he is set free from all condemnation. 

ILLUSTRATION: (Use white board with red marks to represent past sin.  Erase “past sin” when speaking of baptism)

Free from all condemnation, that is – UNTIL HE COMMITS HIS NEXT SIN! AFTER baptism. At that point, according to a common belief, there is now that one sin on the record book again, and the once-saved Christian has – because of that one sin – lost his salvation.  He or she is now no longer a Christian and is under the condemnation of hell.  If he dies in this state, he is condemned to eternal punishment.  This happens from any sin that is committed, all the way from an angry word to suicide.

ILLUSTRATION: Put the red mark BACK on the white board. 


But, according to this view, the once-saved-then-lost sinner CAN become saved again.  This can be accomplished by following I John 1:9 “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”  I.e., if you lose your salvation by committing even one sin, you can become saved again IF you remember to say a ritual prayer of repentance and confession.  

ILLUSTRATION: Erase the red mark from the whiteboard.


But there’s a problem with this approach. A BIG problem.  What happens if one commits a sin, but then dies before performing the repentance-and-prayer ritual? He goes to hell.  What happens if he does not REALIZE or admit that some act, he has committed is indeed a sin, and therefore does not perform the I John 1:9 ritual?  He goes to hell.  And what about the other kinds of sin we talked about in the first message of this series: Sins of attitude, sins of desire, sins of omission, sins of imperfect obedience and sins of failure to perfectly cultivate Christian virtues thereby falling short of God’s glory? 
Ps.19:12 “How can I know all the sins lurking in my heart?” 
It is IMPOSSIBLE for us to be “without sin” in our CONDITION.  It’s impossible for us to even confess every individual sin of which we are guilty. There is no point in time when we can say “I have not sinned. I do not sin. I am without sin.” We can see how difficult it can be to have any peace-endowing ASSURANCE of salvation with this misunderstanding. 

II. ASSURANCE OF COVER
So, if “erasing” individual sins by confession is a MISUNDERSTANDING of how grace works - what is the PROPER UNDERSTANDING?

In baptism, the sinner’s sins are not being completely REMOVED; this is not what “forgiveness of sins” means.  Forgiveness is not just a forgiveness of SINS; it is in fact a forgiveness of the SINNER.   In our baptism, forgiveness was the gift of a state, or STATUS that God bestowed upon US, as PERSONS.  YOU, the person, entered a STATE of forgiven-ness, a state of salvation from the guilt and penalty of your sins.  You became a forgiven PERSON.  Sins and sinfulness are still a part of who you are, but they are now COVERED by God’s grace; and He does not count them against you.  
Romans 4:7-8 “Blessed are those whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are COVERED. Blessed is the one whose sin the Lord will never count against them.” 


The point is that our sins are not just a series of individual ACTS recorded in some heavenly record book – a book into which God enters our sinful actions, one by one, and from which He erases all such marks in the moment of baptism.  This is a very weak view of what sin is and how it affects us. We still have a serious case of sin in our lives, even AFTER baptism.  Sin is, in many ways, IMBEDDED in our natures.  What happens to this sinfulness in our baptism, then? What does it mean to receive “forgiveness of sins”?  In baptism, our sins became COVERED by the blood of Christ, so that from that point on, as long as our faith clings to Jesus Christ, God does not count our sins against us!  In Christian baptism ALL the sin and sinfulness that are a part of us and associated with us are COVERED OVER and in a sense hidden from God’s sight when He looks at us as Christians.  

Is.61:10 “I will greatly rejoice in the Lord; my soul shall exult in my God, for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation; he has COVERED me with the robe of righteousness.”  

In our baptism, God gave us this “robe of righteousness” to cover our sins.  
ILLUSTRATION: Put on a white “robe of righteousness”. 

The “righteousness” indicated in this phrase is not OUR righteousness. 

Is.64:6 “All OUR righteous acts are like filthy rags.” But – these filthy rags of our PERSONAL righteousness are now COVERED by the “one act of righteousness” performed by Jesus Christ when he went to the cross for us.

Rom.5:18 “Just as one trespass resulted in condemnation for all people, so also ONE RIGHTEOUS ACT resulted in justification and life for all people.”

In that one act, Jesus’ death on the cross, God the Father treated the perfect Jesus as if He were guilty of all the sins the human race will ever commit, just so He can treat us forgiven sinners as if we were as perfect as Jesus – though of course we are not.  
II Cor.5:21 “God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.” 
This “robe of righteousness” covers my sins of commission. It covers my sins of omission. It covers my sinful attitudes, sins of desire, sins of imperfect obedience and my sin of falling short of God’s glory. As long as I am wearing this robe of righteousness - God is not seeing my sin. He is seeing the perfect righteousness of Christ. 

Do you see the difference between the concept of, after baptism, God erases each individual sin I’ve committed once I confess it - and the concept of all of my sin being “covered” by God’s grace with the robe of righteousness?  

When we properly understand these key verses, we can see that in our state of forgiven-ness, beginning as soon as we are baptized (Acts 2:38), we are NOT PERFECT in our CONDITION. We are still SINNERS, but nevertheless we are SAVED because the sins and sinfulness are COVERED by God’s (Christ’s) righteousness, i.e., by His payment of the penalty due to our sins. Our sins are still PRESENT but COVERED. 

III. ASSURANCE OF FAITH
So, if God clothed me with a robe of righteousness at my baptism. And all my sin is covered?  HOW do I STAY saved?  
Romans 3:28 “For we maintain that a person is justified by faith apart from works of law.”


Romans 3:28, correctly translated and understood, says this: “For we maintain that a person is justified,” meaning ONGOINGLY forgiven, “by faith” meaning ONGOING FAITH in what Jesus has done, “APART FROM works of law,” meaning apart from any consideration of what we have done in either obedience or disobedience to our law code. 
Rom.4:6-8 “Just as David also speaks of the blessing of the person to whom God credits righteousness APART FROM WORKS: ‘Blessed are those whose LAWLESS DEEDS have been forgiven, and whose SINS have been covered. Blessed is the man whose sin the Lord will not take into account.” The “works” that we’re saved “APART FROM” are GOOD WORKS and BAD WORKS.  Our salvation is apart from works PERIOD.  It is ALWAYS by grace through FAITH. 
To think that STAYING saved is accomplished by avoiding the committing of another sin is the very opposite of what Paul is saying here.  He says that we STAY JUSTIFIED even THOUGH we may sin, because our sins are covered by God’s grace. 

Once we are saved by grace through faith during baptism, from that moment onward (unless we renounce our faith), when God looks at us, He is not checking to see whether we have sinned or not, but whether all our works – good and bad – are covered by the blessed robe of Christ’s righteousness.  That is salvation by grace, apart from a consideration of what we deserve according to our works. 

ILLUSTRATION: As someone has put it, those who are on a ship in the middle of the ocean can fall or jump off the ship and perish; but they can also trip and fall down on the ship, and thus hurt themselves, without falling off the ship. We are under grace, even when we sin.

The important thing then becomes the maintenance of our faith.  We must remain faithful.  The only way I can lose my salvation is if I take OFF this “robe of righteousness.”  The only way that’s going to happen is if I lose my faith in Christ. 

ELLIOTT BLOUNT in WHAT WE BELIEVE: If it is possible to fall away, how does it happen?  Falling away usually happens one of three ways.  1) Sometimes a person makes a deliberate decision to stop believing in Christ and his saving work…renouncing the Christian faith.  2) Other times faith ERODES SLOWLY.  In Acts 2:42 we read that the early church was devoted to “the apostles teaching (Bible study), fellowship (an active church life), breaking of bread (Communion), and prayer.”  This is how we FEED OUR FAITH.  Without these things, our faith will wither and possibly die.  This is a true sense in which “faith without works is dead.” 3) The third way faith dies is DELIBERATE SIN.  Sometimes we are tempted to think that because God forgives sin we can do whatever we want.  But being a Christian is not just about being forgiven, it’s about becoming a NEW PERSON. Sin has no part in our new lives, and it is our job to fight against it as much as we can. This doesn’t mean we will never sin, but there is a huge difference between sinning and LIVING IN SIN. It is by faith that we are saved, but we must GUARD it lest we LOSE it. God will indeed protect us, but we need to do our part as well.
IV. POSTSCRIPT - WHAT ABOUT I JN.1:9?

What, then, does 1 John 1:9 mean? We learn this by looking at its context, especially the verses that precede and follow it.  Here is the verse before it.

I Jn 1:8 “If we say that we have no sin, we are deceiving ourselves and the truth is not in us.

Here is the verse after it.

I Jn.1:10 “If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar and His word is not in us.” The problem being addressed in both these verses is not sinning as such but DENYING that we have sinned. What is the opposite of denying that we have sinned? Simply put, confessing that we HAVE sinned. In my judgment this is the point of v. 9: if we confess that we ARE sinners, and in need of God’s CONTINUING forgiveness, he is faithful to CONTINUE to keep us in the state of forgiveness. This is an element of our ongoing repentance. Even if we are not conscious of any recent specific sin, each time we pray we can still confess THAT we are sinners and claim anew God’s promise of justification. (Confession of specific sins is still necessary for the sanctification process, though not for justification.)
The Greek word for “sin” in this verse is “hamartia.”  According to the Mounce Concise Greek-English Dictionary of the New Testament, “hamartia” can mean “sin” but it can also mean “proneness to sin,” or “sinful propensity” (Romans 7:17, 20).  It depends on the context. But that context certainly fits here.  Thus, the reading would be something like this.

I John 1:8-10 “If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.  If we confess our sins (sinful propensity) he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. If we claim we have not sinned, we make him out to be a liar and his word is not in us.”

This understanding of 1 John 1:8-10 is illustrated and confirmed by Jesus’ parable of the Pharisee and the tax collector. 
Lk.18:9-14 Then Jesus told this story to some who had great confidence in their own righteousness and scorned everyone else: 10 “Two men went to the Temple to pray. One was a Pharisee, and the other was a despised tax collector. 11 The Pharisee stood by himself and prayed this prayer: ‘I thank you, God, that I am not like other people—cheaters, sinners, adulterers. I’m certainly not like that tax collector! 12 I fast twice a week, and I give you a tenth of my income.’ 13 “But the tax collector stood at a distance and dared not even lift his eyes to heaven as he prayed. Instead, he beat his chest in sorrow, saying, ‘O God, be merciful to me, for I am a sinner.’ 14 I tell you, this sinner, not the Pharisee, returned home justified before God.”
The Pharisee is a perfect example of 1 John 1:8, 10; he was conscious only of his perceived goodness and admitted no sins at all. What about the tax collector? What specific sins did he confess? None! In simple humility he prayed, “God, be merciful to me, the sinner!” But he went home justified (forgiven), whereas the Pharisee did not.

CONCLUSION: God hates sin. He HATES sin so much that He has gone to the most outrageous extremes possible. First, He went to the extreme of becoming a human being (Jesus of Nazareth).  And second, as that unique God-man, He went to the extreme of taking the sins of the whole world upon Himself and suffering their full penalty in our place – the equivalent of eternity in hell for the entire human race.  This is how urgently and completely He wanted to make SAVING GRACE possible for all who would accept it with a repentant and believing heart. This is how He can justify (forgive) us believers, while not holding our sin – past, present, and future – against us. 

Christian friends, as believers in Jesus Christ and in His death and resurrection, WE are SAVED!  We are saved by His GRACE! And we are saved through our continuing FAITH in what Jesus has done for us.  We are NOT saved BY our good works, and we ARE saved IN SPITE OF our sinful hearts and deeds.  As Christians we are saved and forgiven PERSONS, and we stay that way not because we are able to avoid sinning – which of course we should do and want to do, but because we are continuing to trust in what JESUS has done for us.  This will be true as long as we continue trusting in Him.  It is true because we are now, 24/7, wearing that robe of righteousness that COVERS ALL OUR SINS.

