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One of the most famous paintings of Rembrandt was called The Raising of the Cross and it 
contains an extraordinary detail
PP (pic) He painted himself in the scene—at the foot of the cross—because he understood that
he shared in the guilt of the death of Jesus
What about you…do you see yourself at the foot of the cross, your guilt requiring His death?
Hold that thought as we look at one of the most incredible life changes in all the bible
PP “As Jesus passed on from there, He saw a man called Matthew sitting at the tax booth, and 
He said to him, ‘Follow Me.’” Matthew 9:9 
Jesus had just returned to His ministry headquarters in Capernaum and He sees a tax collector 
In 1st century Israel, Jewish tax collectors were employed by the Roman government
PP Pic Rome would take an empire-wide census, calculate the tax amount that had to be brought 
in, and then auction off the franchise rights for its collection
The winners collected the fixed tax amount for Rome and anything above it, was theirs 
There were two types of tax collectors: 
PP The Gabbai, (gah-bay) collected general taxes on land and property, and on income
Income tax was 1% of earnings, property taxes were 10% of your grain harvest and 20% of fruit 
and wine, easily assessed and fixed in their amounts making it difficult to swindle people
PP The Mokhes (mocks) collected taxes like road tolls, boat and business license fees
The Mokhes had nearly unlimited taxing power and could attach a tax to virtually anything 
John the Baptist said to them, PP “Collect no more than you are authorized to do.”  Luke 3:13
They could tax a person’s boat, the fish he caught, and out a tax on the docks to unload it 
They tended to be extortionists, easily bribed, and they the Roman military to back them up
They levied duty taxes on imports and exports ranging from 2.5 % to 12.5 % and were open 
to bribes from the wealthy to minimize what they had to pay
If the Mokhes desired, they could tax you to cross a bridge, to enter a market town, and they 
could tax your donkey, the cart, the wheels and axles of your cart
If the person couldn’t pay, the tax collector might offer to loan money at an exorbitant rate
	
There were the PP great mokhes who hired others to collect taxes for them and the partial 
anonymity protected some of their reputation among their fellow countrymen 
Then there were PP small mokhes who did their own assessing and collecting and therefore were 
in constant contact with members of the community and travelers who passed their way 
Matthew was a small mokhes, the worst of the worst, an extortionist who personally forced 
people to pay whatever he demanded
Jesus looked at him and said, ‘Follow Me’ and Matthew PP “rose and followed Him.” 9:9b
Matthew immediately left his publican career behind and had a feast, inviting all kinds of people 
of the land: PP “And as Jesus reclined at table in the house, behold, many tax 
collectors and sinners came and were reclining with Jesus and His disciples.”  9:10  This is a special feast meal and at these meals, doors to the home stayed open and the guests 
come come and go as they pleased and others outside would see what happened inside
Inside, as was custom for a Jewish feast, were low tables with pillows and cushions all around
PP Pic Guests would recline on their left sides against the cushions, their bodies angled away 
from the tables, able to reach for the food and drink with their right hands

PP “when the Pharisees saw this, they said to His disciples, ‘Why does your teacher eat 
with tax collectors and sinners?’” 9:11  
Throughout the Old Testament, Israel was commanded to separate from the nations and be holy
But instead they mixed with the people of the nations and were influenced to worship pagan gods
and the result was always the same: God gave them over and they suffered terribly
They were defeated in 597 BC and the majority of the people put in exile in Babylon
Though they were allowed to return to their own land in 538 BC, they were again defeated by 
Rome 63 BC
PP Emerging in that time period were 4 groups competing to influence Israel: Zealots, Essenes, 
Saduccees and Pharisees
The most popular group were the Pharisees, 6,000 of them, who taught the people to have a 
radical obedience to the Law, especially in the areas of purity and tithing 
PP Pharisees means ‘the separated ones’ and they traced their sect back to the book and ministry 
of Ezra:  “It was eaten by the people of Israel who had returned from exile, and also by 
every one who had joined them and separated himself from the uncleanness of the 
peoples of the land to worship the Lord, the God of Israel.” Ezra 6:21
Because Israel had mixed with the unclean nations, adopting their ways and were divinely 
punished for it, Pharisees demanded total separation from anything they deemed 
spiritually defiled: people, animals and objects
They taught that there were 613 commandments in the Torah, the first 5 books of Moses
But then God gave to Moses another law during the 40 years of Israel’s wandering, which the 
Pharisees called the Oral Torah, thousands of rules and regulations for keeping the Law
The Oral Law was to be a fence around the Written Law, guarding it, showing God’s people how 
to keep it and remain holy, pure, clean and in the blessings of God
By the time of Jesus, the oral law was taught more than the actual written law of God, and 
Judaism had become a legalistic system of what you had to do to maintain righteousness
In those oral laws tax collectors were referred to as people of the land, unclean and cursed

Devout Jews were forbidden to travel on a journey or even do business with them
The Pharisees taught the people to not give them anything, receive anything from them, or have 
them as guests in your home
If a tax collector entered a home, that house became unclean, spiritually defiled, cursed by God
You would never see a Pharisee in the home that a tax collector had entered
Tax collectors were barred from synagogues, ranked in the class of unclean animals like pigs
They were considered compulsive liars and therefore, Pharisees said it was okay to lie to them
They were forbidden to give testimony in court
Now Jesus, inside Matthew’s home, overheard the Pharisees and went out to them: PP “Those 
who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. Go and learn what 
this means: ‘I desire mercy, and not sacrifice.’ For I came not to call the righteous, but 
sinners.”   9:12–13
In the 1st century, there were no hospitals or doctor’s offices, doctors went on housecalls, 
sometimes traveling from town to town helping the sick
He had come to help those who were sick in soul, and to do that He had to go where they were
The sick in soul are those who were conscious of their sin and aware of their desperate need for a 
Savior
Jesus wasn’t saying that the Pharisees were well, but that they were so confident in their self 
righteousness they couldn’t see their true condition: sinners
No one will look to the saving grace of Jesus if they do not believe they are in need of it
Jesus quoted the prophet Hosea, who told Israel in his day they  looked good spiritually on the 
outside but on the inside their hearts were far from God
The Pharisees were like doctors who refused to visit the sick so they won’t get infected
The message is clear: He had come to call sinners, not the self-righteous

Some marks of true conversion:
PP 1-Those whom Christ calls surrender their allegiance and obedience to Him
A most dangerous lie is that a sinner can confess Christ as savior, but refuse Him as Lord
Imagine telling your boss that you want job benefits, but you only want to work when you want
Imagine telling a fiance that you want to marry but there are things you won’t give up
True salvation is not just believing in Jesus but submitting to Him, obeying Him, living for Him
We grow in that surrender, we learn to obey, but the moment of salvation is one in which we 
say to Jesus, your will, not my will, your ways, not my ways 

PP 2-Those whom Christ calls turn away from their former sinful life
Matthew knew that once you gave up your tax station, Rome would never hire you again
But he also knew, no one and I mean no one would ever hire a former unclean publican
It is extraordinary the power and evidence of our Lord’s total and irrevocable call on his life
All his wealth, all his holdings, all his financial security, gone, permanently
Have you made a clean break, severing ties with your sinful past?
If you have a promiscuous past, Christ will work in you to become pure and faithful
If you had a past of stealing, He will change you to live generously
If you were once a compulsive liar, Jesus will transform you to be a truth teller
If you once raged with anger and violence, Jesus will begin to change you into a peacemaker
I learned that Matthew’s gospel gives a kingdom perspective on money 44 x’s while Mark’s 
does so 6 x’s and Luke’s 22 x’s
No longer greedy, this former swindler was given a new heart and life by Jesus his King

PP 3-Those whom Christ calls desire to lead others to find the same salvation
The first thing Matthew did after becoming a follower of Jesus was to introduce his friends to the 
One Who saved him
He wanted them to have what he had, forgiveness, love and salvation

PP 4-Finally, those whom Christ calls are growingly aware of His grace
PP 4th century theologian Augustine prayed, “Lord, save me from that wicked man, myself.” 
PP One of the greatest preachers in Scotland, John Knox, confessed, “In youth, in middle age 
and now after many battles, I find nothing in me but corruption.”
PP John Wesley wrote, “I am fallen short of the glory of God, my whole heart is altogether 
corrupt and abominable” 
PP His great hymn writing brother Charles confessed, “Vile and full of sin I am.” 
PP Augustus Toplady, who wrote the hymn Rock of Ages, said, “Oh, that such a wretch as I 
should ever be tempted to think highly of himself.”
Jesus doesn’t save us and send us on our way as morally patched up people
He digs deeper, showing us the depth of our sinfulness and the bottomlessness of His love 
throughout our entire lives moving us on to ever greater spiritual heights 
A powerful way He helps us on this journey is through the Lord’s Supper, and we turn there now

Do you remember Rembrandt’s painting, where he painted himself into the scene of the cross?
I ask again, do you see yourself at the foot of the cross, your guilt requiring His death?
As we take the Lord’s Supper, let this be more than a ritual, let it be YOUR declaration that
	you know Jesus died for you calling you to follow Him, and come to the table in greater 
surrender to Him
Observe Lord’s Supper


