
Mark 16:1-4; Luke 24:13-31 

Easter: From Death to Life 
Intro: Only a few afternoons earlier, the few followers of Jesus witnessed his brutal death 
on a Roman cross. On the third day they awoke to find His body was not where they 
expected. Their Rabbi, their friend, the one they thought was different was dead, and His 
body was missing. As everyone dealt with death that Sunday morning the result was great  
of angst, grief and fear. This is exactly opposite of what the celebration of the resurrection 
would look like a few hours later. 

I. The Death of Morning (Mark 16:1-4) 
1. In the darkness of the predawn, and in the darkness of despair of that first 

Sunday, these faithful women were heading to where they knew body of Jesus to 
be. 

2. It’s not uncommon to practically hold to Jesus did some good things, fed some 
people, taught some good truths, but let’s not take this too far. 

3. Wherever you are at, I ask that we might be like those doubters —willing to 
investigate. 

Cross References: Luke 24:11  

II. Life of Day (Luke 24:13-31) 
1. They were looking for the natural when the supernatural happened to them. 
2. You need to know, faith in Jesus Christ is not turning off your brain —but it is a 

faith in Christ built on the revealed truth God provides. 

Cross References: Genesis 22; Psalm 22;  

Takeaway: If the dark doubt of the Marys, of Salome, of Peter, and of John, had found 
the body they expected, we would all be doing something radically different this morning. 
If all we had was the belief of Cleopas and his buddy on the road to Emmaus, this would 
be vain and empty. Jesus went out of His way to show He is the resurrected Lord revealed 
in Scripture. We can believe the eyewitness testimonies of these initially dark doubters… 

Consider the resurrection eyewitnesses. Mary Magdalene immediately preached the 
risen Christ. Matthew, Peter, Mark and John wrote of the risen Christ. Luke did exhaustive 
research and wrote of the risen Christ. James, the brother of Jesus initially rejected Him, 
but later he wrote of the risen Christ. We have the testimony of their doubt because it’s 
about Jesus and not about them. They believed this enough that most of the initial 
doubters ended up dying specifically because of their steadfast belief in the resurrection of 
Jesus. 

Consider the place of the resurrection. Jerusalem became the center of a rapid 
explosion of Christ followers in the few years following the resurrection. The explosion 
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then spread from Jerusalem, to Judea, to Samaria and to the ends of the earth —like 
Morro Bay! If Christ was not risen —that would not happen. If Christ has not risen, the 
thousands who died not recanting their faith  

Consider the history of the resurrection. Roman soldiers protected the grave, yet the 
tomb was empty and nobody has ever laid reasonable claim to having stolen the body. 
The historical record shows an estimated million people or more were crucified. None are 
recorded to have survived it. Yet, exactly One resurrected from crucifixion. 

We can know that the resurrection of Jesus is our assurance that the claims of Jesus to be 
able to forgive sin are true. It is the evidence that the sacrifice of the cross was accepted 
by God. It assures us that we can be with God. The resurrection allows us to know we 
have the hope of our own future resurrection at the end of days. 

What would it be for you to recognize this right now? To know beyond doubt that Jesus 
was truly the sinless sacrifice, the Lamb of God, who was given for our sin. To know this 
was proven in His resurrection which we celebrate today? What would it be like to go from 
death to life? 
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