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God’s Mission

God’s glory dwells with his people who in 
turn spread that glory to all the families of 
the earth. 



Elements of God’s Mission
God’s Glory

God’s 
Presence

God’s 
Reach

God’s 
Story



Context

God’s initial command = “fill the earth”
Gen. 11:4: “Come, let us build ourselves a city and a tower with its 
top in the heavens, and let us make a name for ourselves, lest 
we be dispersed over the face of the whole earth.”

God’s Promise to Abram (Abraham)
Gen. 12:1-3: “Now the Lord said to Abram, ‘Go from your country 
and your kindred and your father’s house to the land that I will 
show you.  And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless 
you and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing.  I 
will bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors you I will 
curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”

God’s blessing extends even to those who 
consciously and actively rebel against Him! 

God’s Story

God’s Glory
God enacts greatness (no one else)

God’s Presence
God blesses Abram

God’s Reach
All the families of the earth shall be 

blessed

Promise – Gen. 12:1-3



Context

Abraham’s nation (Israel) was enslaved in Egypt for 400 years 
under the oppressive rule of the Egyptian Pharoah.  Then God 
rescued them from slavery by
1. Bringing them out of Egypt
2. Leading them through the Red Sea – Israel’s baptism
3. Wandering in the wilderness to Mt. Sinai

God’s Promise to Israel

Exodus 19:4-6: “You yourselves have seen what I did to the 
Egyptians, and how I bore you on eagles’ wings and brought 
you to myself. 5 Now therefore, if you will indeed obey my voice 
and keep my covenant, you shall be my treasured possession 
among all peoples, for all the earth is mine; 6 and you shall be 
to me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.’”

After God’s promise on the mountain, God gave 
Israel the law, which put his goodness and 
presence with his people on display to the world 
around them (Deut. 4:5-8)

Promise – Exodus 19:4-6

God’s Story

God’s Glory
Redeemed Israel from Pharaoh’s rule

God’s Presence
Treasured possession that 

God brought to himself

God’s Reach
Kingdom of priests, a holy nation



Promise – 2 Samuel 7
Context

God has established Israel as a kingdom with David as the king.
God’s Promise to David

2 Sam. 7:8b-9, 12-16: “Thus says the LORD of hosts, I took you from the 
pasture, from following the sheep, that you should be prince over my 
people Israel. 9 And I have been with you wherever you went and 
have cut off all your enemies from before you. And I will make for you 
a great name, like the name of the great ones of the earth… When 
your days are fulfilled and you lie down with your fathers, I will raise 
up your offspring after you, who shall come from your body, and I will 
establish his kingdom. 13 He shall build a house for my name, and I will 
establish the throne of his kingdom forever. 14 I will be to him a father, 
and he shall be to me a son. When he commits iniquity, I will 
discipline him with the rod of men, with the stripes of the sons of men, 
15 but my steadfast love will not depart from him, as I took it from 
Saul, whom I put away from before you. 16 And your house and your 
kingdom shall be made sure forever before me. Your throne shall be 
established forever.” 

“…for my house shall be called a house of prayer
for all peoples.” (Isa. 56:7)

God’s Story

God’s Glory
God establishes a forever Kingdom

God’s Presence
God’s permanent house in 

His forever kingdom

God’s Reach
God’s house is a house of prayer for 

all peoples



Summary

Throughout the first chapters of Matthew, Jesus
1. Is brought out of Egypt
2. Is baptized by John the Baptist
3. Wanders in the wilderness, confronts the Serpent, and wins
4. Calls his first followers, then sits down on a mountain to deliver a 

profound clarification of the law

Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount

Matt. 5:14-16: “You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot 
be hidden. 15 Nor do people light a lamp and put it under a basket, 
but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house. 16 In the same 
way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your 
good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.

God’s Story

God’s Glory
Defeats the Serpent (Redeeming 

Israel from the Serpent’s rule)

God’s Presence
Calls his first followers to 

himself

God’s Reach
God’s people are the ‘light of the 

world’

Redemption – Matthew 1-7



Context

Because of our rebellion against God’s mission, the only way for to be 
reconciled into his presence is for one who has not rebelled to make 
atonement for our rebellion.  Jesus is the only human to never rebel 
against God’s mission.

Jesus’ Ministry of Reconciliation

2 Cor. 5:14-15, 17-21: “…we have concluded this: that one has died for 
all, therefore all have died; 15 and he died for all, that those who live 
might no longer live for themselves but for him who for their sake 
died and was raised… 17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new 
creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come. 18 All 
this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and 
gave us the ministry of reconciliation; 19 that is, in Christ God was 
reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses 
against them, and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. 
20 Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal 
through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 
21 For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him 
we might become the righteousness of God.”

God’s Story

God’s Glory
Jesus died for all and was raised

God’s Presence
Through Christ, God 

reconciled us to himself

God’s Reach
God reconciles the world to himself to 

be ambassadors for Christ

Redemption – 2 Corinthians 5



Context

Jesus has died for all, and he has risen from the grave.  Death could 
not hold him. He appeared to his followers to prove that he was alive, 
and just before ascending to his heavenly throne at God’s right hand, 
he leaves his followers with some parting instructions.

The Great Commission

Matt. 28:18-20: And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in 
heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Go therefore and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and 
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I 
have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end 
of the age.”

God’s Story

God’s Glory
All authority on heaven and earth 
belongs to the resurrected Jesus

God’s Presence
The risen Jesus is with his 

people always

God’s Reach
God’s people make disciples of all 

nations

Kingdom – Matthew 28:18-20


