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Whenever I was growing up I always heard people at church camps 
and conferences say stuff like this – God led me to. God told me I 
needed to… Have you ever heard people say that? 
 
In fact, last week in worship, we saw a video from the mission team 
about how God led us as a church to serve a family in the Colyer Lake 
area… In some way it felt like God “led us” to this family. God 
prompted us. 
 
And that’s our hope as a church, right – that we are following God’s 
leading for us. That we will go where he is sending us, that we will be 
doing all that he’s calling us to do. That we would have courage and 
boldness to do whatever it takes to share Christ’s love with the 
people around us.  
 
And we have that desire as a church because that’s part of what it 
means to be a follower of Jesus – Here at Faith Church we want to be 
deepening and developing our relationship with God, the Church, and 
the World to become fully devoted followers of Jesus and part of our 
relationship with God is obedience to the Holy Spirit’s leading in our 
lives.  
 
And I’ll bet if we did an anonymous survey that most of us would say 
– if God wants me to do something, I want to do it. If there’s a 
direction in my life God wants me to go, I want to go.  
 
Because you want to honor God. You believe that what God has for 
you is better than what you would have for yourself.  
 
And today, in week two of our series called “Can You See Him?” we’re 
going to grow in our ability to see when he’s leading us forward and 
we’re going to learn how to say yes. 
 
To help us learn how to follow God’s leading, we’re going to look at 
one of the most famous stories in the New Testament. It’s one of 

those stories we talk about over and over again, because it’s epic, 
where God’s mighty hand was so evident to the people… It was 
undeniable that God was present.  
 
It's the story of Paul. Paul is one of the most influential people in the 
Bible. His letters and writings make up 13 of the 27 books of the New 
Testament. Over his lifetime he went on 3 multi-year missionary 
journeys around the known world, travelling over 10,000 miles and 
he established at least 14 churches in new communities along the 
way. He was the real deal.  
 
And so, we’re going to look at when Paul first decided to follow Jesus. 
Now, before he was a Christian, his name was Saul. So as we’re 
reading, when it says Saul, it’s referring to Paul. And here’s what we 
see about Paul coming to know Jesus. 
 
Acts 9:1ff 
 
Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out murderous threats against 
the Lord’s disciples.  
 
Now, we need to pause here… because this guy doesn’t sound like 
the same guy I was just talking about does it? This doesn’t look like 
the kind of guy who would start 14 churches and travel 10,000 miles 
to share the Good News and write 13 of the 27 books of the New 
Testament. This seems like the OPPOSITE of that.  
 
See, what we have to know about Paul is that before he was 
Christian, he was the best of the best AND the worst of the worst. 
Here’s what I mean… When he was being raised in Judaism, he was 
trained by one of the best teachers, Gamaliel. Studying under 
Gamaliel would be like saying I studied under Billy Graham. You’d be 
like, wow… that’s pretty cool. It’s saying something that Billy Graham 
would’ve chosen me to mentor and train in the ministry. That’s saying 
something about what I’ve learned and it’s saying something about 
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who I am. I am the real deal. So having studied under Gamaliel, Paul 
would’ve been somebody in the Jewish communities. He was the best 
of the best. 
 
But he was also the worst of the worst. Because he would do 
ANYTHING to protect the Jewish faith. And at the time, Paul believed 
that these Jesus followers were heretics who were betraying their 
faith and were sinning against God and leading others to their demise 
as well… and it was Paul’s job to stop them… to protect the innocent 
people who might fall into their trap.  
 
And right before the verse we just read, we’re told Paul was standing 
by and approving the murder of a Christian named Stephen. They 
stoned him to death. Paul was right there and he approved of that 
stoning, and then he moved right along to go to Damascus to find 
more Christians… he has no plan to slow down. Not until Christianity 
is squashed.  
 
You know, persecution is a bit different for them than it is for us, eh? 
Imagine risking prison for coming to church. Would you still come? 
Imagine risking your life for hosting a small group at your house. 
Would you still host it?  
 
But these Christians kept on living out their faith. And Paul kept trying 
to stop them. He hated Christians. And to everyone around him, if 
there was anyone who would never become a Christian, it’s Paul. We 
continue to see his attitude and his zeal for protecting Judaism. 
 
He went to the high priest too and asked him for letters to the 
synagogues in Damascus, so that if he found any there who belonged 
to the Way, whether men or women, he might take them as prisoners 
to Jerusalem.  
 
Paul wasn’t content to just sit around and wait for Christians to show 
up in HIS town where HE lived. He went on a trek to hunt them down 

and bring them back to Jerusalem to be put in prison. He really hated 
Christians. He was the worst of the worst.  
 
But then something happened.  
 
3 As he neared Damascus on his journey, suddenly a light from heaven 
flashed around him. 4 He fell to the ground and heard a voice say to 
him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?” 
 
5 “Who are you, Lord?” Saul asked. 
 
“I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,” he replied. 6 “Now get up 
and go into the city, and you will be told what you must do.” 
 
7 The men traveling with Saul stood there speechless; they heard the 
sound but did not see anyone. 8 Saul got up from the ground, but 
when he opened his eyes, he could see nothing. So they led him by the 
hand into Damascus. 9 For three days he was blind, and did not eat or 
drink anything. 
 
In a moment, with a flash of light, everything changed for Saul. He 
was heading in one direction in his life… trying to stop the Christian 
faith… and then boom… God spoke to him loud and clear, and his life 
turned in a different direction. He went from breathing out 
murderous threats against Christians to saying, “Who are you, Lord?” 
 
And this is great, right? So exciting!  We love for encounters with God 
where he speaks in unbelievably clear ways so we have no question 
about what we’re supposed to do. This is what we mean most of the 
time when we pray – God give me a sign!  Show me what you want 
me to do! We want a flash of light. 
 
But most of us haven’t received God’s guidance like this, have we? 
Even when we hear stories of God speaking to people… it’s small. 
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They’re short. They’re personal. I’m not even sure I could tell you a 
single story of someone I personally know that has a story like Paul’s.  
 
Even in Pastor Andy’s story when he really took hold of his faith and 
really leaned into following Jesus, Andy heard – “Without me there is 
death and with me there is life.”  In my story, I heard God say – “Stop 
beating yourself up, I already took the beating for you.”   
 
But no one else heard it. There was no light. We can’t prove that it 
was God and not just our own minds. But we know. We know that 
still small voice was God…   
 
We long for big and clear signs, but most often God speaks in 
whispers. 
 
The next part of this account is my favorite part because it shows God 
speaking in a whisper. Right after Paul is sent to Damascus by God to 
find out what to do next, we see God speak to a man named Ananias. 
And it’s in God speaking to Ananias that we see how we can be more 
aware of God’s direction to us and what we can do about it.  
 
Because while Paul is the one who has a huge life change and a big 
vision from God, it’s Ananias who’s the real hero of this story. In fact, 
it’s Ananias’s obedience to God that sets the course for the rest of 
Paul’s life and ministry.  
 
10 In Damascus there was a disciple named Ananias. The Lord called 
to him in a vision, “Ananias!” 
 
“Yes, Lord,” he answered. 
 
The first thing I want to highlight from Ananias is how he responded 
to God. Did you see what he said? Jesus said, “Ananias!”  And Ananias 
responded, “yes Lord?”  
 

Have you ever been playing on your phone or watching TV and a 
loved one is trying to talk to you? It’s terrible, but we all know it 
happens. On my best day, I set down what I’m doing and look my kids 
in the eyes to show them I’m listening, but on my worst I nod my 
head and have no idea what they said.  
 
What we see from Ananias is that if we want God to lead us in our 
lives, we need to Be Ready To Listen. 
 
Paul was running his life his way, doing what he thought was best and 
so when Jesus knocked on the door of his life, he said, “who is it?”  
But when Jesus spoke to Ananias, Ananias was ready to listen and he 
said – I know that voice. “Yes Lord?”   
 
I’ve been coaching my kids soccer teams for a few years now and if 
you’ve ever coached a kids sport, you know the biggest thing you 
have to do is get them to be ready. Every game, I have to keep an eye 
on my defense and my goalie cause inevitably there is one or two of 
them standing with their hands in their pockets, playing in the grass, 
or waving to grandma and grandpa. And so I have to channel my 
inner gym teacher and I yell – “Look alive out there!  Get ready!  A 
ball could come at any moment, and if it came right now, you’d miss 
it!”   
 
If we want to be obedient to God’s Holy Spirit, we need to Be Ready 
to Listen, like Ananias was. We want to be ready to hear what God 
has to say.  
 
In soccer, to be ready means to be in a position of one who is going to 
stop the ball. You need to keep your eye on the ball and you have to 
be standing in a way that allows you to react quickly. Your arms and 
legs can’t be twisted up.  
 
You have to be looking in the right direction and you have to be ready 
for action.  
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And to be ready to hear from God, you need to be looking in his 
direction and you need to be in a posture to listen. This might look 
like getting to know his voice by reading his word. Meeting with him 
regularly in prayer. It might mean inviting him to speak to you. I’d 
encourage you to think about one small thing you can do this week to 
be ready to listen. Maybe it’s taking a step to develop your prayer 
life… maybe it’s reading the Bible… maybe it’s waking up every 
morning and just inviting God to speak to you. “God, use me in the 
ways you want today. May my hands and my feet and my words be 
used to show people your love. If you have something for me today, 
Lord, I invite you to speak to me. I am ready to listen.”   
 
If we want to be people who are obedient to God’s Holy Spirit, we 
need to be ready to listen like Ananias was. We need to be ready to 
say – Yes Lord? 
 
Then Jesus continued…  
 
11 The Lord told him, “Go to the house of Judas on Straight Street and 
ask for a man from Tarsus named Saul, for he is praying. 12 In a vision 
he has seen a man named Ananias come and place his hands on him 
to restore his sight.” 
 
13 “Lord,” Ananias answered, “I have heard many reports about this 
man and all the harm he has done to your holy people in Jerusalem. 
14 And he has come here with authority from the chief priests to 
arrest all who call on your name.” 
 
15 But the Lord said to Ananias, “Go! This man is my chosen 
instrument to proclaim my name to the Gentiles and their kings and to 
the people of Israel. 16 I will show him how much he must suffer for 
my name.” 
 
17 Then Ananias went to the house and entered it.  

 
We see something pretty profound about the nature in which God 
speaks in these few verses. And it can be summed up in Psalm 
119:105 which says, Your word is a lamp for my feet, a light on my 
path. 
 
God’s word is a lamp for our feet… it’s not a flood light. It’s not the 
sun. It’s not the lights at Beaver Stadium that allow you to see every 
pore on the people around you. It doesn’t show the whole map from 
beginning to end. When God speaks, most of the time he only shows 
us the next step.  
 
And in the case of Ananias, the next step was pretty confusing. HE 
KNEW who Paul was… he was the worst of the worst. And yet, he 
heard God telling him to go find him. And what I want you to notice 
is, after a quick clarification that he and God were talking about the 
same guy, Ananias went to find Paul.  
 
We see the same thing with Saul. After he saw the bright light and 
heard Jesus, Jesus said to get up and go to Damascus and then he’ll 
be told what to do. Jesus didn’t tell either one of them what’s after 
that. He says, trust me. I know what I’m doing. Follow my voice.  
 
That’s hard though, isn’t it? When we only have one next step we 
don’t know what risks might be involved. We don’t know what we 
might face along the way. We don’t know what’s around the corner. 
If God tells us to give something or say something or do something… 
what will happen if we do it? We just don’t know. All we know is 
what’s right in front of us.  
 
Jesus said to Paul and he said to Ananias, and most of the time when 
he speaks to us, he says – Make this one move.  
 
And when we hear God tell us to make one move… if we want to 
follow God’s leading in our lives – Do What He Says. 
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It’s that easy. After Jesus told Paul to get up and go to Damascus, Paul 
got up and went to Damascus. After Jesus told Ananias to get up and 
go to meet Paul, he got up and went to Paul. They didn’t know what 
was next. They just did what God said.  
 
Sometimes when we feel a nudge from God, we’re hesitant because it 
feels funny. I can’t do that. I don’t have enough. That doesn’t make 
sense. Why would God want us to do that? I mean, Ananias hadn’t 
heard anything about Paul being blind… he thought he was still the 
same bad dude… and yet he heard Jesus tell him to go… imagine how 
strange and out of left field that would’ve felt. And yet he went. He 
did what God told him to do. 
 
If we’re being honest, sometimes we hear God tell us to do 
something, but out of fear or out of uncertainty, we just say no. We 
assume we’ve misheard. But man, what if we just chose to be 
obedient to God when he spoke to us?  
 
A few months ago, my wife came home from getting our weekly 
share of vegetables from a local farm we’re part of and she told me 
about how God spoke to her… and I wanted you to hear her story, 
because it moved me... so let’s watch her story together.  
 
VIDEO  
 
If we want to be led by God, I’m convinced the only way we’ll ever do 
what he says is if we Trust Him With The Outcome. 
 
When Bethany felt a small inner nudge, she felt like – why would God 
be telling me this? It seems like it’s outside of God’s area of interest. 
But see, God was working in ways Bethany couldn’t have even 
imagined. All she could see was the nudge from God… offer her your 
food while you’re on vacation… she couldn’t see the whole plan, but 
God could. She had to trust him with the outcome. Ananias couldn’t 

see the big picture, but God did. He had to trust him with the 
outcome. 
 
If we want to be led by God, we have to be willing to Trust Him With 
The Outcome. 
 
One of the things I love about this story of Paul and Ananias is that in 
this scene, Ananias enters the story, prepared and ready to hear from 
God, he does what God says because he trusts him with the 
outcome… and in doing so, he played an important role in Paul’s 
conversion.  
 
This is how Ananias’s story ends –  
 
Placing his hands on Saul, he said, “Brother Saul, the Lord—Jesus, who 
appeared to you on the road as you were coming here—has sent me 
so that you may see again and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” 18 
Immediately, something like scales fell from Saul’s eyes, and he could 
see again. He got up and was baptized, 19 and after taking some 
food, he regained his strength. 
 
And then Ananias exits and we never see or hear from him again. 
 
So often we judge our own value as Christians against what we see 
more “important” or more “influential” Christians accomplish. “That 
person made a huge difference! I could never do anything like that. 
I’m not strong enough in my faith!  I’m not close enough to God.”   
 
But behind every person who seems to be “influential” with bringing 
the gospel of Jesus Christ or with bringing justice to oppressed 
people… or alleviating the suffering or hurting people… behind each 
of them are hundreds of people who had a small nudge from God to 
do something… to say something… to give something… and they said 
yes. They were ready to listen to God, they did what he said, because 
they trusted him with the outcome.  
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I want to close today with a question – which one of these three 
things do you need to take a step in today? Some of you need to grow 
in your readiness to listen by engaging with God regularly. Some of 
you have already been nudged… you already know something God 
wants you to do, but you’ve been confused and so far you’ve been 
saying no.. and now you might just need to do it and trust God with 
the outcome.  
 
Whatever it is… do it. Because our God is here… he’s with us… he’s  
moving… and he’s speaking… and he wants you to be part of his 
story… his story of changing lives… bringing hope… and setting people 
free from sin and death.  
 
Can you see it? Don’t miss it. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Next Steps 
Can You See Him – We Can Obey God 

• Describe a time when you believed God was leading you to do 
something. Why did you believe it was God? How did you 
respond to that experience? 
 

• Read Acts 9:1-19 
 

• Ananias answered the voice of God and said, “Yes, Lord…” 
implying he was ready and willing to do what God asked. Is 
there anything God has been leading you to do that you 
haven’t said “yes” to? If so, what is it?  
 

• Going to talk to Paul seemed like a strange request to Ananias, 
but in the end, he trusted God with the outcome. What fears 
have you had about trusting God in a small or big thing? 
 

• Last week we talked about looking in the past to see how God 
was faithful to by being present, extending grace, or showing 
love. Reflect on a time when God was present through the 
actions of someone else. 
 

• How might your life be different if that person decided not to 
be obedient to God’s nudge?  
 

• How might God use your actions or words to have an impact 
on someone else through you? What are you risking if you say 
no? 
 

• If there’s something you know God has been nudging you to 
do, what would it take for you to do what God asked you to 
do? 
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To be ready to listen, spend time in prayer each day this week seeking 
God’s purpose. You might consider using the daily prayer guide that is 
supplied on the back side of this page to help direct your prayers.  
 
Here are some suggestions you may want to use for your 
time with God this week: 
 

• Day 1: Read Acts 9:1-2. Pray for those that you know who are 
living their lives without God. Pray that God will open their 
eyes to His truth. 

 

• Day 2: Read Acts 9:3-6. Pray and ask God to continue to reveal 
Himself to you and what purposes He has planned for your 
life. 

 

• Day 3: Read Acts 9:7-14. Continue to ask God to help you 
understand the role He has for you to play. Make yourself 
ready and willing to play this role like Ananias was. 

 

• Day 4: Read Acts 9:15-18. Ask God to continue preparing you 
in all areas of your life for the great purposes He has in store 
for your life. 
 

• Day 5: Read Romans 6:1-14. Thank God for opening your eyes 
to His truth and the transformation in your life.  

  


