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TITLE: Wisdom from His Last Week in Jerusalem Pt. 2

                          
 

 
Setting 
Last week we began our final series in Mark’s gospel: Wisdom from His Last Week in 
Jerusalem.  Mark starts us off with a sandwich that focuses in on the Temple.  Last week we 
considered this significance of fig trees in Israel’s history, which acted as the bread of the 
sandwich.  This week we will consider the significance of the Temple in Israel’s history, which is 
the meat of the sandwich. 
It is noteworthy that Mark ends the Triumphal Entry with Jesus in the Temple (Mark 11:11). 
 

 
 
Text:   

• Mark 11:15-19 
o  Jesus takes action and he teaches… 

§ Is it not written, “My house shall be a house of prayer for all nations?”  But 
you have turned it into a den of robbers. 

 
• Mark 11:27-33 

o Jesus grounds his authority in John’s baptism 
§ What occurred at John’s baptism? 

 



If you have any questions or are interested in joining a small group, please contact Pastor Tim 
Chiarot at tchiarot@gwepc.org 

Explanation 
 
The Temple, and the Sanhedrin (those who make up the judiciary court of the Temple) are the 
authorities on all religious life for Jews.  Jesus now turns this on its ear.  He has declared that 
the Temple is now “withered to its roots” and then declares His authority granted to Him by God 
the Father. 

 
Practice––Drawn from Explanation 
 

Explanation never changes.   Practice can and often does have a personal dynamic.  
Remember this formula:  Practice is Explanation applied. 

 
 
Sharing Discussion Questions 
 

1. Read Mark 11:11. Notice that Mark’s telling of the Triumphal Entry offers a unique focus 
on the Temple.  Mark then places Jesus’ cleansing of the Temple in the middle of the 
story of the withered fig tree.  Religious leaders were charged with abusing their power 
by personally profiting from the Temple sacrifices which granted forgiveness.  Jesus said 
that the Temple looks like it’s doing what it’s supposed to be doing, but it was not (i.e. 
leaves, but no fruit).  Discuss what practice you see in either the church or your own 
personal life that check boxes but fail to address the heart level issue of repentance and 
forgiveness of sins. 

2. Authoritative structures like the Temple and its human authorities are always present in 
every society.  It is also true that they tend to abuse their power by failing to do what 
they are designed to do.  Can you think of any structures in our culture today that are 
failing authoritative structures?   

a. Do we see this in the church?   
b. Do we see this in our personal lives? 

3. Considering the above questions, do we tend towards justifying frustration against failing 
authority structures or are we listening to the voice of absolute authority?1 

 
1 Notice that Jesus answers the question with a question of his own and it is in regard to John’s baptism.  
Read Mark 1:9-11.  Who gives Jesus authority? 


