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Returning

Declaration: 
My eyes are on Jesus 
My heart is tuned to His Spirit 
My ears are listening to His voice 
My mind will believe what He says 
My voice will declare the truth of His word

At First
Revelation 2:1–7 (NLT) - “Write this letter to the angel of the church in Ephesus. 
This is the message from the one who holds the seven stars in his right hand, the 
one who walks among the seven gold lampstands: 
2“I know all the things you do. I have seen your hard work and your patient 
endurance. I know you don’t tolerate evil people. You have examined the claims of 
those who say they are apostles but are not. You have discovered they are liars. 
3You have patiently suffered for me without quitting. 
4“But I have this complaint against you. You don’t love me or each other as you 
did at first! 
5Look how far you have fallen! Turn back to me and do the works you did at 
first. If you don’t repent, I will come and remove your lampstand from its place 

among the churches. 6But this is in your favor: You hate the evil deeds of the 
Nicolaitans, just as I do. 
7“Anyone with ears to hear must listen to the Spirit and understand what he is 
saying to the churches. To everyone who is victorious I will give fruit from the tree 
of life in the paradise of God.

So what happened? Only a short time had passed and they found themselves in a 
state to receive such a warning. 
We see that they were fighting the good fight of faith. They were intent on 
protecting the good news they had heard. They were hungry for righteousness. 
They observed how people were living and confronted sin. They heard what others 
were teaching and called them out when teaching was in error. The church 
endured both spiritual and physical attacks from all sides. They were not about to 
stop or compromise what they believed and yet their love for God and others 
changed.

->Sometimes fighting the spiritual battle before us can become so consuming that 
it’s all we focus on and we forget why we are doing it and who it’s for.
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We forget about loving those who are hurting
We forget about loving one another
We forget about the fact that we also were once lost in sin, not loving 
God but ourselves

Before Jesus, we were no different than the world!
We did not look like believers 
We did not sound like believers
We did not act like believers

**What’s one of the biggest complaints against christians today? We still do some 
of this!! It’s our daily walk with Holy Spirit that ensures that we walk in a 
transformed state.
Yet we all were shown the love of God. We heard the Gospel message and 
responded to the love of God and in faith.

Was this word for unbelievers or believers? Make no mistake, the devil won’t try to 
change your heart overnight. A people on fire won’t forsake their first love in one 
day. It happens slowly, it may take a generation or more. Israel turned away from 
following the Lord in a relatively short period of time. The church in Ephesus was 
doing all the right things, and yet they needed to repent. They had forsaken their 
first love. 

It seems the church in Ephesus began to focus on battling sin, rather than on 
loving the Savior. Maybe they focused on what they thought they should confront 
rather than Him. Slowly, duty replaced love. Slowly, religious actions and hard 
work replaced their love for Jesus. 
The believers had forgotten what drew them to Jesus in the first place: the love of 
God.

May we never forget the love of God, and may we never take our spiritual eyes 
off of the one who first loved us, and continue to love Him first. May we never 
replace the motive of love for Jesus and others with religious do’s and don’ts. 

1 John 4:16 (NIV) - …God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in 
them.

1 John 4:19–20 (NIV) - We love because he first loved us. Whoever claims to love 
God yet hates a brother or sister is a liar. For whoever does not love their brother 
and sister, whom they have seen, cannot love God, whom they have not seen.

1 Corinthians 13:13 (TPT) - …there are three things that remain: faith, hope, and 
love—yet love surpasses them all. So above all else, let love be the beautiful prize 
for which you run.
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The beauty I see here is the scripture fulfilled- that Holy Spirit was here to be our 
guide into real truth. The Holy Spirit wanted the believers to know that the promise 
of God could still be theirs; that He loved them and they could choose to return 
to their first love. 

They had to understand how far they had fallen. What did they do at 
first?
They needed to repent
They had to choose return to their first love. To do that, the believers 
needed to have ears to hear and a heart that responds and repents. They 
needed to abide in Him.

These warnings are here for all believers to take note and remain in Christ. He is 
the only one who can keep us. It’s our choice to remain and obey or to try to do it 
in our own strength.

Repent & Return
Jeremiah 29:11–14a (NIV) - For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the 
Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a 
future. 
12Then you will call on me and come and pray to me, and I will listen to you. 
13You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart. 14I will 
be found by you,” declares the Lord, “and will bring you back from captivity…

Are you feeling overwhelmed today?
Are you feeling alone and spiritually tired?
Are you so focused on the battle that you’ve noticed that the love of God 
and for others is missing? 
Maybe you have begun to realize that your love for God is not what it 
used to be. It’s not that you don’t love God, but you know your love for 
Jesus is not want it once was. 

Listen to Holy Spirit and press in:
Take time to soak in His love and presence every day 
Focus on praying and receiving from God 
Be refreshed by reading the Bible daily 
Show His love to others by our love for them regardless of their situation. 
Show them Jesus, He will take care of the transformation in their lives

The Lord is speaking right now. Choose today to be an overcomer, listen to 
Holy Spirit and press in. Choose to grow deeper in His love. Don’t stop seeking 
and living in the love of God and share it with those around you. 


