
Notes on
Different-5

Different in how we deal with the people around us

I Peter 2:18-19 Slaves, in reverent fear of God submit yourselves to your masters, not only to
those who are good and considerate, but also to those who are harsh. For it is commendable if
someone bears up under the pain of unjust suffering because they are conscious of God.

One Thing to Know: There is nothing more powerful in the universe than loving those who
hate you; or praying for those who hurt you.

Matthew 5:43-45 You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your
enemy.’ But I say to you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, so that you
may prove yourselves to be sons of your Father who is in heaven; for He causes His sun to rise
on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous.

For what credit is there if, when you sin and are harshly treated, you endure it with patience?
But if when you do what is right and suffer for it you patiently endure it, this finds favor with
God. For you have been called for this purpose, since Christ also suffered for you, leaving you
an example for you to follow in His steps, WHO COMMITTED NO SIN, NOR WAS ANY
DECEIT FOUND IN HIS MOUTH; and while being reviled, He did not revile in return; while
suffering, He uttered no threats, but kept entrusting Himself to Him who judges righteously; and
He Himself bore our sins in His body on the cross, that we might die to sin and live to
righteousness; for by His wounds you were healed. For you were continually straying like sheep,
but now you have returned to the Shepherd and Guardian of your souls.

WHO COMMITTED NO SIN, NOR WAS ANY DECEIT FOUND IN HIS MOUTH; and while
being reviled, He did not revile in return; while suffering, He uttered no threats, but kept
entrusting Himself to Him who judges righteously; and He Himself bore our sins in His body on
the cross, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness; for by His wounds you were healed.

There is a principle of paradox with God: That which is weak is strong; that which is
despised is honored, that which is humbled is exalted.

I Corinthians 1:20-29 Where is the wise man? Where is the scholar? Where is the philosopher
of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? For since in the wisdom of God
the world through its wisdom did not know him, God was pleased through the foolishness of what
was preached to save those who believe. Jews demand miraculous signs and Greeks look for
wisdom, but we preach Christ crucified: a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles,
but to those whom God has called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the
wisdom of God. For the foolishness of God is wiser than man's wisdom, and the weakness of God
is stronger than man's strength.
 Brothers, think of what you were when you were called. Not many of you were wise by human
standards; not many were influential; not many were of noble birth. But God chose the foolish
things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the world to shame the



strong. He chose the lowly things of this world and the despised things—and the things that are
not—to nullify the things that are, so that no one may boast before him.

2 Corinthians 12:9-10 But he said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made
perfect in weakness." Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that
Christ's power may rest on me. That is why, for Christ's sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults,
in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am strong.

Principle # 1: You can't sin even when you are sinned against.

I Peter 2:22 For you have been called for this purpose, since Christ also suffered for you,
leaving you an example for you to follow in His steps, WHO COMMITTED NO SIN.

Principle #2: You can't use your mouth to seek revenge, or to try to produce results in a
wrong way; except for righteous speech you must remain quiet.

When you fight fire with fire, you only get a bigger fire! Only water puts out fire.
Only an opposite spirit can defeat it.

Proverbs 15:1 A gentle answer turns away wrath, but a harsh word stirs up anger.

Principle #3: You have to trust God for the results.

Galatians 6:9-10 Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a
harvest if we do not give up. Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people,
especially to those who belong to the family of believers.

Action #1: Give love instead of hate.

I John 3:14 We know that we have passed from death to life, because we love each other. Anyone
who does not love remains in death.

Romans 12:19-21 Do not take revenge, my dear friends, but leave room for God’s wrath, for it is
written: “It is mine to avenge; I will repay,” says the Lord. On the contrary: “If your enemy is
hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink. In doing this, you will heap
burning coals on his head.” Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.

Action #2: Give forgiveness instead of revenge.

Matthew 6:14-15 For if you forgive other people when they sin against you, your heavenly
Father will also forgive you. But if you do not forgive others their sins, your Father will not
forgive your sins.

John 8:7-11 “Let any one of you who is without sin be the first to throw a stone at her.” At this,
those who heard began to go away one at a time, the older ones first, until only Jesus was left,



with the woman still standing there. Jesus straightened up and asked her, “Woman, where are
they? Has no one condemned you?”
“No one, sir,” she said.
“Then neither do I condemn you,” Jesus declared. “Go now and leave your life of sin.”

Luke 15:20-24 “But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with
compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him.
“The son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I am no longer
worthy to be called your son.’
“But the father said to his servants, ‘Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on him. Put a ring on
his finger and sandals on his feet. Bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let’s have a feast and
celebrate. For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’

Action #3: Serve one another instead of being arrogant and proud.

I Peter 3:1 In the same way you wives, be submissive to your own husbands so that even if any
of them are disobedient to the word, they may be won without a word by the behavior of their
wives,

Mark 10:45 For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life
as a ransom for many.”

One Thing to Do: Let us become redeemers by loving, forgiving and serving.


