Opportunities – It’s Not Rocket Science #4

Can we celebrate Jehovah Jireh! The God who sees and the God who provides. 
We get to celebrate Jehovah Jireh. 
3 Services Announcement – 8:30, 10:15, 11:45

This year, 2025, is the year we Engage with God and Engage our Faith. We are going after the detached, the drifted, and those who don't know!

The purpose of this series is to convince you not to attend Church but to invest in Church. Many of us are expecting a return on our attendance, but you only get a return on your investment. 

I classify our ability to invest into 3 categories: Time, Talents (Abilities), Treasure (Finances). They are all important, they are all necessary, and they are all limited. That is why it is vital to invest our resources in the Kingdom. 

Church was not designed for our convenience; it was built for our commission. Investing in the Bride of Christ is the power source for you to accomplish your personal commission. 

Exodus 4:1-5 & 18-20
Then Moses answered, “But behold, they will not believe me or listen to my voice, for they will say, ‘The Lord did not appear to you.’” 2 The Lord said to him, “What is that in your hand?” He said, “A staff.” 3 And he said, “Throw it on the ground.” So he threw it on the ground, and it became a serpent, and Moses ran from it. 
4 But the Lord said to Moses, “Put out your hand and catch it by the tail”—so he put out his hand and caught it, and it became a staff in his hand— 5 “that they may believe that the Lord, the God of their fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has appeared to you.”

18 Moses went back to Jethro his father-in-law and said to him, “Please let me go back to my brothers in Egypt to see whether they are still alive.” And Jethro said to Moses, “Go in peace.” 19 And the Lord said to Moses in Midian, “Go back to Egypt, for all the men who were seeking your life are dead.” 20 So Moses took his wife and his sons and had them ride on a donkey, and went back to the land of Egypt. And Moses took the staff of God in his hand.

God doesn't want to use you; he wants to do Kingdom work with you. 
God's desire is that you have a willing heart and the availability of what you hold in your hand. 
Moses was a shepherd, so he was carrying around what was natural to him.
1. God is not asking for what you do not have. What do you have in your hand?
2. God is not asking for something unnatural to you. Many people attempt to influence the Kingdom of God by engaging in activities that are contrary to the natural way they were created. Moses was a shepherd, and so God used a shepherding tool. 
3. Your abilities when you got born again became devoted and sanctified for Kingdom use.  
When you are born again, what you have and what is natural to you takes on the anointing in you, and a simple "stick" becomes "the staff of God."
			
Notice God said, "what is in your hand," not "stay seated on your hiney.” 
Many Christians think their gift is hiney, and just want to sit there because they haven't been taught to use what they have in their hand and what is natural to them.

Is it so simple that you have counted out what God is counting on!
Exodus 14:15-18
15 The Lord said to Moses, “Why do you cry to me? Tell the people of Israel to go forward. 16 Lift up your staff, and stretch out your hand over the sea and divide it, that the people of Israel may go through the sea on dry ground.17 And I will harden the hearts of the Egyptians so that they shall go in after them, and I will get glory over Pharaoh and all his host, his chariots, and his horsemen. 18 And the Egyptians shall know that I am the Lord, when I have gotten glory over Pharaoh, his chariots, and his horsemen. 
“Lift up that 'stick,' that insignificant thing, that thing that is natural to you, lift it up and do a miracle with it.   

I Corinthians 1:27 “But God hath chosen the foolish things to confound the wise.” 
“But God, it is just a stick! That is how they know it is God.

When a willing heart combined with the availability of what you hold in your hand becomes a source for giving someone a new life in Christ.
Exodus 17:4-6
4 So Moses cried to the Lord, “What shall I do with this people? They are almost ready to stone me.” 5 And the Lord said to Moses, “Pass on before the people, taking with you some of the elders of Israel, and take in your hand the staff with which you struck the Nile, and go.6 Behold, I will stand before you there on the rock at Horeb, and you shall strike the rock, and water shall come out of it, and the people will drink.” And Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel.

Strike the rock with the staff, and all the people will drink.
The rock and the water both represent Christ.
With that "stick," that insignificant thing, that thing that is natural to you, God will use it to bring people to the rock and the water of life.  

When Jesus was hanging on the cross, the rock was struck, and when they pierced his side, blood and water flowed. 	
The Rock represents your Salvation. Jesus is the Rock of our Salvation.
The Water represents New Life that can only be found in Christ. 

The simplicity of this message is the profoundness of the Gospel. What is in your hand that God was to use to bring Salvation and new life? 


