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Acts: Continuing What Jesus Started 
Part 13: Keep it Simple! 

 

There is something unique to Christianity that no other faith has to the 

same degree.  We’re talking about grace.  It can be hard to grasp because 

we use the term in so many ways.   
     

   A ballerina dances with such ___________.  

   Before a meal we bow and someone says ___________. 

   The Queen of England always exhibits such ______________.   
 

So what exactly is God’s grace? 
 

In Hebrew (the language of the Old Testament) the word is:  
 

        Chanan: to ___________ or bend down especially to an inferior.   
 

In Greek (the language of the N.T.) the word is:  
         

        Charis: unmerited ____________.   
 

Put them together and you get this definition.  

        Grace: to stoop down in an effort to provide a practical  

         expression of love toward someone who doesn’t deserve  

         it, can’t earn it, and can never repay it.   
 

This is what Jesus did for us. We rejected God and broke the relationship 

He created us to have.  To oppose God is to choose death and hell.  But 

God stooped down, became a man and offered a practical expression of 

His love.  He took on Himself the punishment of our sin (death and hell) 

to provide us forgiveness and a restored relationship to God.  We don’t 

deserve it, can’t earn it, and can never repay it. Read Ephesians 2:8-9 
 

Last week we left the church at Antioch as they were sending out Paul 

and Barnabas to proclaim God’s truth and grace.  They return to Antioch 

and then the church receives some visitors from the church in Jerusalem.   
 

Read Acts 15:1 

They arrive from Jerusalem & teach obedience to the Law God gave to 

Israel in the Old Testament - specifically: circumcision.  A physical sign 

to remind the Israelites of the covenant God entered into with them.  

These men are saying, “To be saved you must trust in Jesus and be 

circumcised -keeping the Law of God.”  
 

But Paul and Barnabas’ message was one of grace not rules – telling 

people you can’t earn it, and can’t repay it. Salvation is a gift from God.  
 

It begs a significant question: How is a person made right with God? 

Read Acts 15:2-5 

They appeal to the church leaders in Jerusalem.  

(For more on the subject from Paul read Galatians 5:1, 7-8 & 3:1-5) 
 

Read Acts 15:6-9 

Peter basically says, “God has already called this. He gave the Holy 

Spirit to the Gentiles just like He gave to us.”    
 

                   God does this by  _______________________ (v.9)  
 

Read Acts 15:10-19) We see James (Jesus’ half brother) say, “It’s grace! 

Let’s keep it simple.”   

Read Acts 15:30-32 

Earlier, the men from Jerusalem arrived at Antioch and confused and 

enslaved the people.  Now a group arrives to strengthen and encourage 

them.    

Question: How is a person made right with God? 
 

Answer: By ____________ through faith in Jesus Christ. 
 

This is huge!  It not only shows how we are made right with God but 

answers other questions    
1.  How are we supposed to engage our culture? ____________ (v.19) 

 

2. Who can get in on this?  ___________ willing to trust in Jesus. 
 

When the Apostle John wrote about Jesus, he said that He came “…full of 

grace and truth” (John 1:14).  We’re to be like Jesus. 

A life of grace and truth means:   

1. I learn from my ___________________. Read 2 Cor. 12:9b.  

Our weakness drives us to dependence on Jesus - our strength.   
 

2. I respond ________________.  Read Colossians 4:5-6.  God 

gives grace and truth when we are wrong.  We need to do the 

same with others, especially those who don’t know Christ.   
 

3. My life can ________________. Read Galatians 5:6. 
 

Look at the definition of grace again (front – middle). 

Grace changes things.  It changes people. 

Even when we share truth we are to do so in love (Ephesians 4:15) 
 

APPLICATION: 

Do you know someone that needs grace?  

Will you choose to be a grace give?   

Demonstrate to others what He has demonstrated to you.     

If you haven’t accepted God’s grace do so now.    


