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Harvard’s mission statement from 1643: PP “Let every student be plainly instructed, and 
earnestly pressed, to consider well [that] the main end of his life and studies is to know
God and Jesus Christ which is eternal life, John 17:3, and therefore to lay Christ in the
bottom, as the only foundation of all sound knowledge and learning.” 
By the Civil War in the 1860’s, America had about 200 colleges, and ⅔ of them were either 
founded or run by those who ascribed to strong Chrsitian convictions
One of those 200 was Princeton, begun as a stronghold of conservative theology to train pastors
The founders of Harvard or Princeton would be shocked at the liberal drift of their schools today
Stand as I read PP 1 Kings 16:29-34 which will reveal a major scheme of Satan: spiritual drift

PP 1-The Person of Ahab
We are introduced to King Ahab of Israel by a shocking description: he PP ‘did evil in the sight 
of the Lord, more than all who were before him’ 16:30
The sins of Jeroboam flowed downhill to the generations that followed and became worse
Ahab made a military alliance with the Phoenician king Ethbaal by marrying his daughter
Jezebel, who quickly imported her gods into the culture of Israel
We learn that, PP “Ahab did more to provoke the LORD, the God of Israel, to anger than all 
the kings of Israel who were before him” 16:33
He provoked because he PP ‘went and served Baal and worshiped him.  He erected an altar for 
Baal in the house of Baal, which he built in Samaria’ 16:31, the capital city of Israel
Understanding who Baal is will give us a great deal of insight as to why God was so angry with
Ahab, as well as an understanding as to what is happening today in the church and nation

PP 2-The Scheme of Baal
The demonic power behind the worship of Baal specializes in drawing people away from God
Not every demon is created equal, for we wrestle against PP ‘the rulers, against the authorities, 
against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil 
in the heavenly places.” Ephesians 6:12 
Some demons are PP ‘rulers’, evil governors over certain geographic regions while others are
‘authorities’ who manipulate cultural values, while ‘cosmic powers’ weave their 
general’s schemes in areas like education, media and politics to name a few
They work together and execute the scheme of Baal generation after generation
This demonically energized false god has wreaked havoc all over the world, including America
PP The name ‘Baal’ means Lord, master, owner and was the chief of all of the Canaanite gods
I told you last week that idolatry is empowered through our fears, and no fears in Israel were
greater than having their fields barren of crops or their wives barren of children
In steps Baal heralded as the god of weather and fertility, making women and land fertile, 
providing rain for crops and protecting those crops from swarms of locusts
He rode on the clouds, he was the lord of the storm, he was known as the warrior god  
His seductive power was his promise to give blessings, prosperity, fertility, fruitfulness, success
PP Baal led people away from God by promising that all of your dreams can come true
Satan’s greatest scheme is the promise of the world to those who will worship at the altar of self Baal would later have a name change to Zeus for the Greeks and later, Jupiter for the Romans
They are all the same god and this powerful demonic spirit would do to Greece and Rome
what he had done to Israel, and what he is doing today to America
Baal is the demonic influence that turns people away from Yahweh and into apostasy, who 
schemes to steal God’s people away from Him through a love for this world
PP “And [Israel] abandoned all the commandments of the LORD their God, and made for 
themselves metal images of two calves; and they made an Asherah and worshiped all 
the host of heaven and served Baal.” 2 Kings 17:16 

The demonic scheme of the spiritual drift has been wildly successful in our own country
PP Patrick Henry, Ratifier of the U.S. Constitution wrote, “this great nation was founded, not by 
religionists, but by Christians; not on religions, but on the gospel of Jesus Christ…The
Bible…is a book worth more than all the other books that were ever printed.” 
PP George Washington, the 1st U.S. President said, “To the distinguished character of Patriot, it
should be our highest glory to add the more distinguished character of Christian.” 
PP Thomas Jefferson, 3rd U.S. President, “God Who gave us life gave us liberty…Indeed, I	
	tremble for my country when I reflect that God is just; that His justice cannot sleep
forever” 
The spirit of Baal would come out of the shadows and attack America openly in the 1962 
Supreme Court decision to end prayer in public school
Soon major newspapers stopped publishing weekly sermon summaries and in 1980, the Supreme 
Court ruled it was no longer legal to display the 10 Commandments in public classrooms
The warrior god of Baal was on the move, riding on the clouds of a liberal, pagan storm
But the tearing down of the gates of prayer and God’s Word would not end there for the devil 
also abhors a vacuum
The devil often works to deconstruct before he reconstructs, tears down before he builds
So other gods must replace Jehovah if the spiritual drift of apostasy was to be complete
The chief idols of Baal would be evident in understanding his preeminent icon, the bull, seen in 
the golden calf icons in Israel
The bull is a symbol of strength and fertility, and became America’s icon of prosperity seen in 
Wall Street's bull market
This demonic scheme would author the American dream of the pursuit of one’s happiness

America became the most prosperous nation in history, raising human achievement to the 
religion of humanism where we needed God no longer
This optimism of the human spirit became iconic on a Thursday night in December, 1989
Artist Arturo Di Modica spent 2 years working on a sculpture, and on that thursday night in 
December, he and his friends rented a crane and moved his masterpiece out of his studio 
PP Pic It was a 7,100-pound, 11 foot tall, 16 foot long bronze bull, and he placed it in the dead 
of night right in the financial district of NYC and called it the ‘Charging Bull’
The historical icon of Baal in the seat of the world’s financial center could hardly be more ironic

PP Pic 26 years later, in 2015, an 11 ton arch was revealed in NYC, later taken to Washington 
DC, London, and other places around the world
It was a replica of the Palmyra Arch, whose original was destroyed by Isis, but had stood at the 
end of Palmyra’s main colonnade that led worshipers straight into the Temple of Baal
In 2015, it was placed in the financial district of NYC, again a nod to the spirit of the age, the 
demonic entities of materialism and prosperity that would lead a people away from God
What would God do to overcome this spirit that draws His people away from Him?

PP 3-The Defeat of Baal
One of the most famous spiritual battles in biblical history occurred in Northwest Israel on top of
Mount Carmel and it will show us the absolute power God has over this false god
Elijah invited all Israel including Baal’s false prophets to a contest proving who the real God was
He let Baal’s prophets go first, giving them a tactical advantage, for if Baal answered in power, 
the people would have turned on the lone prophet in a frenzied bloodlust
Elijah even chose the sacrifice to be a bull, the icon of the spirit of Baal itself
The Baal prophets built an altar, slaughtered a bull, danced, shouted, but nothing happened
They started cutting themselves chanting hour after hour, but still nothing happened
Then it was God’s turn, and Elijah repaired the altar of God, slaughtered a bull, had water 
poured over it all, and then said this prayer: PP “Answer me, O LORD, answer me, that 
this people may know that You, O LORD, are God, and that You have turned their 
hearts back.” 1 Kings 18:37 
PP “Then the fire of the LORD fell and consumed the burnt offering and the wood and the 
stones and the dust, and licked up the water that was in the trench.  And when all the 
people saw it, they fell on their faces and said, ‘The LORD, He is God; the LORD, He 
	is God.’” 1 Kings 18:38-39
Then Elijah had all the false prophets gathered together and put to death, but in a surprising way
The Law of God commanded false prophets be stoned to death, so we are being told something 
as we learn that PP “he had killed all the prophets with the sword.” 1 Kings 19:1 

It brings us right back again to the spiritual armor of God which is almost entirely defensive
We have one weapon, the sword of the Spirit, and we wrestle spiritual forces in prayer
As important as education reform is, as political involvement is, as protests can be, they will not 
being about a victory over the spirit of Baal, the demonic entities attacking us
What will bring about victory is God Himself through the sword He has given us, His Word!
PP “For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the 
authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual
forces of evil in the heavenly places.”  Ephesians 6:12
What is happening in our country right now is at root, a spiritual battle
Satan’s scheme is to steal, kill and destroy, and Baal specialized in stealing God’s people away
The sword of the Spirit, the gospel of Jesus, is this, that 900 years after Israel’s spiritual drift into 
Baalism, another prophet would cry out to God, and again the fire of God’s wrath would 
fall down onto a sacrifice, but it would be no bull it would strike, but Jesus His own Son
Jesus would die in our place for our sins of false worship, overcoming the devil, world and flesh
On the cross and in the empty tomb PP “He disarmed the rulers and authorities and put them 
to open shame, by triumphing over them in Him.” Colossians 2:15 
As defeated enemies of old were disarmed and paraded before the people in open shame, so too 
would these powerless demonic entities be put to open shame by Christ Himself

We have a problem: PP The spirit of Baal has come into the church and drawn Christians away
The Baal dream of comfort, prosperity and self confidence is rampant in the church
The worship of self has woven into the church today, with all of its corruptive influence
The prosperity gospel is the teaching of Baal, exported from America around the world today
The result is that PP “in the last days there will come times of difficult.  For people will be 
lovers of self, lovers of money…lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God” 
2 Timothy 3:2-4
I believe we are in the biblical period of the last days, and PP “it is time for judgment to begin 
at the household of God; and if it begins with us, what will be the outcome for those 
who do not obey the gospel of God?”  1 Peter 4:17
The church must repent of our spiritual drift, our laziness, our lack of fervent love for God
I will ask each of you as I am asking myself, has our love for God grown cold?
Did it used to burn in your heart so strongly, but now has cooled to just embers?
Are you like the Church at Laodicea, and you are neither hot or cold, but lukewarm?
That is vile to the taste of God, and He threatens to spit you out of His mouth
If you are right now realizing that you have been drawn away from God, which is the scheme of 
Baal, and you must get this out in the open through confession and repent
I wonder if you need to come to the altar right now and do this very thing?
Pray


