
God’s Servants 
Luke 1:26-38 

I. Intro  
A. Welcome everyone! So glad that you are joining us this glorious Sunday morning! Introduce myself, and my answer 

to the “prompt question”  
B. We are excited because this Sunday marks the beginning of the season we call “Advent”. The word “advent”, 

means “arrival” and in the church, it is the 4 week period of time that we set aside to prepare to celebrate the first 
“arrival” of Jesus in His Incarnation, and to remember that we are still in a period of waiting for His second arrival to 
consummate and establish His earthly kingdom forever.  
1. Jesus’ Incarnation was a signal to the world that God’s plan of redemption was coming to it’s ultimate 

fulfillment, that the plans which the Triune Godhead established from before the foundation of the world, were 
being completed. Jesus’ Incarnation as a baby showed us the lengths that He would go to save His people and 
to be their righteousness. It affirms the dignity and worth of human life. Jesus’ Incarnation ought to inspire us to 
live our lives here and now to the fullest, because in some way His Incarnation teaches us that all that we have 
has been given to us as a gift, and is holy before God.  

C. There are 4 traditional themes that the church focuses on during these 4 weeks leading up to Christmas: hope, 
humility, joy, peace 
1. Prophet candle of Hope  
2. Bethlehem candle of Humility  
3. Shepherd’s candle of Joy 
4. Angel’s candle of Peace  

D. This Sunday we are starting off by lighting the prophet candle of Hope 
1. The first candle symbolizes hope. It is sometimes called the “Prophecy Candle” in remembrance of the 

prophets, especially Isaiah, who foretold the birth of Christ. It represents the expectation felt in anticipation of 
the coming Messiah. As we will see in a few minutes, Jesus fulfilled the OT prophecies of the Messiah, 
redeeming His people from their sin. Like the OT prophets of old, we wait in expectation of His second coming 
when He will consummate His earthly kingdom forever. His first appearance He came as a servant, saving His 
people from the penalty and power of sin, in His second coming He will appear as the conquering Lord of all. 
We continue to hold fast to and pass on the message of hope to the world.  

E. Read, declare, thank, pray 
II. Common Places  

A. This is a very familiar passage to us, especially to those of us who may have grown up going to church. My 
emphasis this Sunday is to focus on the backdrop and character of the places and people that God uses in the 
mission of redemption.  

B. Luke, the author of this gospel, was a medical doctor and writes both this gospel as well as the book of Acts for the 
purpose of conveying truth as it really happened. He is a man who is well acquainted with gathering information, 
fact-checking it, and then putting it down in a winsome and convincing way.  
1. [Luke 1:3-4] “it seemed good to me also, having followed all things closely for some time past, to write an 

orderly account for you, most excellent Theophilus, that you may have certainty concerning the things you 
have been taught.”  

C. Thus, his accounts of the life and times of Jesus are full of interesting and important details. It is important to note 
that Luke, in his attempts to accurately write the truth that had been handed down by the Apostles, notes the exact 
place that Mary and Joseph were from: Nazareth. It is a very specific detail that he takes time to mention. Why does 
he do this?  
1. To remind us that these are real people and real places. When we are looking at the authenticity of the Bible, 

details like this one are super helpful and important, because we can verify that places and people like this 
actually existed and still do! Called marks of Historicity.  

(1) Other details pop up, like the fact that the announcement to Mary was given during her cousin’s six 
month of being pregnant with John the Baptist. These details give us a solid framework by which we 
can trust the veracity and authenticity of the Bible.  

2. To show how Jesus fulfills the different prophecies of the OT regarding the future Messiah and Christ.  
a) [Matthew 2:23] “And He went and lived in a city called Nazareth, so that what was spoken by the prophets 

might be fulfilled, that He would be called a Nazarene.” 



3. To show how God’s kingdom and ways completely upends the common view of power and importance! Both 
Jewish and Gentile cultures had a high view on the rank and pedigree of people’s lineage and residence. 
These things would speak commentary to who you would be, and to your character.  
a) [John 1:45-46] “Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We have found Him of whom Moses in the Law 

and also the prophets wrote, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” Nathanael said to him, “Can anything 
good come out of Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come and see.” 

b) [Micah 5:2] “But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans of Judah, from you 
shall come forth for Me one who is to be ruler in Israel, whose coming forth is from of old, from ancient 
days.” 

c) We do this all the time still! We create generalizations about people based on where they are from. This 
creates expectations about people in our minds. The Jewish teachers of the law had done the same thing 
regarding the prophecies of the Messiah. They had begun to expect Him to be a certain way and to save 
according to their understanding of things. But they forgot that God’s ways are so much different than our 
ways.  

4. In having Jesus be born and raised in common places, He is upending our understanding of both power and 
influence. Jesus, the King of all Kings, the Creator Himself, comes to us in the form of man, but doesn’t come in 
a palace, or with any kind of pomp or circumstance, but comes in a most humble and ordinary way: through 
human birth in a common place. Jesus was not raised in a palace, or given the best things on earth, but was 
raised in a town that was not anything special or unique.  

D. I believe that God had His Son born and raised in the most common of places in order to remind us that heaven is 
wherever He is, and wherever He is, heaven is there. Which for us means that there is no place on earth that God 
doesn’t want to bring the gift of His presence to. There is no place too far or too small or too unimportant for God 
not to care about.  Our backgrounds are not barriers to God, and instead are the exact places for the gospel to 
minister to and bring hope and healing to.  

III. Common People  
A. Notice Luke’s description of, not just the place of the mission of redemption, but the people who are at the center 

of it. He describes Mary as a virgin, and a general sense of Joseph’s family background. In fact, Luke doesn’t even 
mention Mary’s name until after the second time that she is called “the virgin”. Why is this important to draw 
attention to?  
1. It shows us the kinds of people that God uses to advance His plans. He takes a girl who was newly betrothed, 

whose identity was largely wrapped up in her future husband and sexual purity, and gives her the most 
precious of privileges which was to bear and give birth to, the savior of the world! God takes a simple man, who 
lived in a common town, and gives him the privilege of raising the Son of God as his own son.  
a) [Matthew 13:55] “Is not this the carpenter's son? Is not His mother called Mary?” 

2. The only qualifier to being a part of God’s plan was willingness to serve!  
a) And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.”  
b) [Matthew 1:19-25] “And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved 

to divorce her quietly. But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in 
a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived 
in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you shall call His name Jesus, for He will save His 
people from their sins.” All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: “Behold, the 
virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call His name Immanuel” (which means, God with us). 
When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him: he took his wife, but 
knew her not until she had given birth to a son. And he called His name Jesus.”  

c) Character of Joseph 
3. These are the kinds of people that God wants to use in His plans! They were not influential, or powerful, or rich, 

but they were willing. When they heard the call of God in their life, they said “yes, I will go. Yes, I will do what 
you are asking me to do”.  

B. Last week we rolled out our Resolved Christmas Gift campaign, which is our annual fundraiser to give money to 
people and organizations which seek to advance the gospel and kingdom of God in our city and beyond! There are 
two ministries outside of our church that we want to support: Mission of Light, and Global Training Network  
1. Introduce Joyce Zick and Maddox’s.  

a) Zick’s part of our church for several years now 



b) Maddox also have been a part of our church for several years now, served as an elder on our elder board 
for a few years before transitioning out to be a missionary. Live in Temecula area now… 

c) One of the things that I love about these people is their deep and abiding love for Christ; they are so down 
to earth; they are humble; they are passionate; they are full of love and grace; they give of themselves fully.  

d) What is your ministry focus? What does this look like played out in real time? What are some challenges 
you currently face? What are some areas of fruit that you have seen in your ministry thus far? How can we 
pray and support you?  

C. Just as God used people like Mary and Joseph, and is using people like the Zick’s and Maddox’s, God wants to use 
you to spread His gospel, to make disciples, to see His kingdom advanced on earth as it is in heaven!  

IV. Covenant Kingdom  
A. We have taken a look at a common, ordinary place, and common, ordinary people. But the message of what 

Gabriel the angel communicates to Mary is anything but common or ordinary! The message that Gabriel gives Mary 
is that her son will be The Son of God Most High, that He will save His people from their sins, that He will be the 
King of all Kings, that His kingdom is an everlasting kingdom. I’ve title this point “Covenant Kingdom” because in 
this message to Mary, Jesus is both the fulfillment of a promise, and fleshes out the plans that God made to King 
David centuries before. OT — Jesus — Us 
1. [2 Samuel 7:12-13, 16] “When your days are fulfilled and you lie down with your fathers, I will raise up your 

offspring after you, who shall come from your body, and I will establish His kingdom. He shall build a house for 
My name, and I will establish the throne of His kingdom forever…And your house and your kingdom shall be 
made sure forever before Me”  

2. [Psalm 89:3-4] “You have said, “I have made a covenant with My chosen one; I have sworn to David My 
servant: ‘I will establish your offspring forever, and build your throne for all generations.”  

3. The kingdom of God wouldn’t just be a Jewish kingdom, but would span the entirety of the human race! 
a) [Daniel 7:13-14] “behold, with the clouds of heaven there came one like a son of man, and he came to the 

Ancient of Days and was presented before Him. And to Him was given dominion and glory and a kingdom, 
that all peoples, nations, and languages should serve Him; His dominion is an everlasting dominion, which 
shall not pass away, and His kingdom one that shall not be destroyed.”  

4. Jesus’ kingdom would be a kingdom which would live out the character of God Himself 
a) [Isaiah 9:6-7] “For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon HIs 

shoulder, and His name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of 
Peace.  Of the increase of His government and of peace there will be no end, on the throne of David and 
over His kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time forth 
and forevermore.”   

b) The kind of king that Jesus would be was: wonderful, mighty, everlasting, peaceful, righteous, and just.  
5. Jesus fulfills the promise of the everlasting perfect king, and fleshes out the plan for advancing this kingdom: 

His saints!  
a)  [Daniel 7:18] But the saints of the Most High shall receive the kingdom and possess the kingdom forever, 

forever and ever.’ 
B. Messengers 

1. [Luke 10:1-3,9] “After this the Lord appointed seventy-two others and sent them on ahead of Him, two by two, 
into every town and place where He Himself was about to go. And He said to them, “The harvest is plentiful, 
but the laborers are few. Therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into His 
harvest…go…and say to them, ‘The kingdom of God has come near to you.’” 

2. Even when our efforts seem to bear no fruit 
a) [Luke 10:11] “‘Even the dust of your town that clings to our feet we wipe off against you. Nevertheless know 

this, that the kingdom of God has come near.’” 
b) Why was the kingdom of God near, because Jesus’ servants were there.  

C. Ambassadors  
1. [2 Corinthians 5:18-20] “All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to Himself and gave us the 

ministry of reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to Himself, not counting their 
trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. Therefore, we are ambassadors 
for Christ, God making His appeal through us.”  

2. Ambassadors exemplify the values of who they represent, and though they may never see their home again, 
they will never be citizens of the places where they are assigned, their citizenship and allegiance will always be 



with their home country. As Christ’s ambassadors we bring the message of the kingdom of God, we exemplify 
the quality of the kingdom, and we are citizens of heaven always!  

3. What does your allegiance look like?  
a) We show our allegiance by how we live. What do you participate in, what do you abstain from?  
b) We show our allegiance by what we stand up for.  
c) God’s kingdom has no national boundaries, thus HIs kingdom is not tied to the nations of man 

V. Conclusion 
A. Let’s tie this in to Advent. We started by looking at the story of the angel Gabriel and Mary, how God’s coming to 

earth was to a common place and used common people to act it out. His coming fulfilled the OT prophecies of the 
eternal, heavenly kingdom, which we who are in Christ are part of.  

B. Jesus gives us the kingdom and calls us to be both the messengers and ambassadors of His kingdom. The hope 
that Jesus gives us is that life in His kingdom is better than any other kingdom on earth! In His kingdom we have 
true comfort in suffering, true forgiveness from sin, true righteousness, true peace, true power, and everlasting joy.  

C. This Advent season, how will God use you to be His messenger and His ambassador? All you need to do is say 
“yes”!  

D. Let’s pray  
VI. Response  

A. Response cards  
B. Confession: Father God, You have spoken through the prophets and Your word concerning Your Son yet we have 

not listened or obeyed You. Forgive us for being more concerned for our wellbeing than for Your kingdom.  
C. Assurance: Thank You, Lord, that Jesus pardons us from our sin and gives us renewed energy to live as 

ambassadors and messengers of Your gospel.  
D. Giving  
E. Prayer / Communion


