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Introduction: Plagues and Rallies turning into riots… in the very halls of the US 

Capitol Building. Confusion and frustration are growing. I think we all watched in 

horror and in grief to see what happened on Wednesday. Many in our nation are turning 

away from God. People who love God and love the Bible are grieved with a deep grief. 

 

Let me ask you a question: How do you think John felt when his world was burning 

around him? When he was banished to Patmos and persecution closed in on the 

churches and the people in them who were precious to him? John has been persecuted 

and banished by a godless evil government. The churches were threatened by powerful, 

godless leaders. 

 

Rev. 1 a vision of Jesus 

Rev. 2-3 letters to the churches… prepare to suffer faithfully 

Rev. 4-5 A vision of Heaven 

Rev. 6-18 judgments on earth sent from heaven…  

 

One of the things the vision of John recorded in Revelation does for us it it shows 

us that what happens on earth happens because of what happens in heaven first. 

When the seals are broken things happen on earth—specifically—Judgments are 

poured out on earth. 

 

Things Are Going Get a Lot Worse. To put it another way, according to the Bible, in 

the future, things are going to get worse and they are going to be very, very bad on 

earth. According to this book after things get worse Jesus will return with his saints and 

bring heaven to earth and dwell with those he has rescued who believed in him.. but 

before that happens judgments are going to come and they are going to end in one great 

final judgment—and then the eternal state of joy and bliss will come—but first God will 

judge evil.  



 

So let me state this simply. According to this book things are going to get worse before 

they get better, but for those who do not believe things are going to get worse and 

they will never, ever get better. This is a sobering thought. These are sobering times. 

But there is something that is very hopeful in the chapter we are going to study today 

and I think you will agree it is just what we need this week…     

 

In Revelation you have things happening on earth—When the Lamb opens the 

seventh and final seal it contains within it the seven trumpet judgments and the seven 

bowl judgments. The seventh seal contains the seventh trumpet and the seventh trumpet 

contains the seven bowls. These seven trumpet judgments are probably in the second 

half of the Tribulation-The Great Tribulation, because of their severity.  

 

Also these trumpet judgments are so terrible they will claim the lives of half the earth's 

population, but Jesus said in Matt. 24:21-22 the final half of the Tribulation will be the 

worst time in human history. That would mean these trumpet judgments are in the 

second half.  

 

I. (Narration) THE OPENING OF THE SEVENTH SEAL AND THE FIRST FOUR 

TRUMPETS. (1-6) 

 

   The Seventh Seal (1-6)  

silence… ominous.  

Up to this point very loud… seven angels... 

 

• The First Trumpet (7) Vegetation struck 

• The Second Trumpet (8-9) Sea struck 

• The Third Trumpet (10-11) Rivers and waters struck 

• The Fourth Trumpet (12-13) Heavens struck 

 

   This is just a horrifying, a terrifying world-wide disaster…  



 

II. (Implications) WHAT DOES GOD EXPECT OF US? 

 

   1. Live Soberly—See the Gravity of the Judgements of God. 

 

• Are you right with God. Are you under the mercy of God or will you face the 

judgment of God? 

• Are those you love safe? Are the under the mercy?  

• Who else can you rescue before the judgment falls? 

• What else do you do that is more important? Meaning. Significance. Fulfillment. 

Purpose.  

• How do you plan to do that?  

• (ill) Dispatches from the Front. -Tim Kesee (Pray, Meet People, Tell them about 

Jesus).  

• “Lemme” show you something... 

• (T) what would my first step be? PLIG 

 

2. Pray Faithfully; See the Power, the Priority, the Importance of Prayer. (1-6) 

 

   —Prayer is pleasant to God 

—Prayer is powerful in God—moves God in a powerful way… 

—God answers prayer in his perfect time and perfect way… 

 

Conclusion: Do you really believe that judgment from God is going to fall on this earth 

and that it could come at any moment? Do you really believe that prayer moves the hand 

of God? That God works through prayer to move men and nations? Do you really believe 

that God will one day make all that is wrong right by his own power? Do you really 

believe that only way to change the world for good forever is through the progress 

of the gospel going forward in love and good deeds fueled by prayer?  

 



What Should We Do? Before we are done lets go back to the beginning… What do you 

do when it seems that your world is falling apart around you? What do you do when you 

see persecution of the church coming? What do you do when you see injustice in the 

world. What do you do when all around you the law of God is being violated and the 

ways of God are being ignored—do you take things into your own hands? Is there a 

better way?   

 

On the one hand there are evil men and women doing and advocating evil things and 

God’s way to resist them is not by human face but by kingdom efforts… Lead on O King 

Eternal—“For not with swords loud chasing or roll of stirring dumbs, with deeds of 

love and mercy the heavenly kingdom comes…” 

 

The Power of the Gospel. God’s way is not the way of violence or rebellion or even 

political maneuvering or might. Not the way of forcing people to behave or believe our 

way. But by the power of the gospel, love, good works, bathed in prayer… that 

moves the hand of God. One day God will visit the earth with vengeance—but that 

belongs to God alone. We pray and he will act to right the wrongs on earth. There is no 

greater power on earth or in heaven than the power of God and the God of power acts in 

answer to the prayers he puts in the hearts of his people. They pray and when the time is 

right God will act in a way not man or nation can resist. 

 

My instinct on Wednesday was to long for Prayer Meeting… God says to my heart; 

“Ken, on your watch, how did the church pray?" 

 

Unbelievers Attack Prayer: Sometimes unbelievers, skeptics, cynics, doubters, 

atheists, and agnostics attack the effectiveness of prayer. You see this in social media 

after mass shootings and natural disasters… people will tweet; “Your thoughts and 

prayers mean nothing… it’s time to actually do something.” And I suppose we should not 

be surprised that people who don’t believe God rules in the affairs of men don’t have any 

confidence in prayer. 

 



Believers Are Tempted to Doubt Prayer: Let’s be honest. Sometimes we are tempted 

to doubt that our prayers matter—that they work. We are tempted to believe that prayer 

is a waste of time and effort… that it is something that if we do it at all we do it after we 

have tried everything else we can do in our own power.  Prayer really is often an 

afterthought—something we tack on at the end of whatever else we do. But read Rev. 

8:1-4 again... 

 

But What if Political Leaders are Corrupt? What if there is an evil conspiracy 

planning to take our freedoms and persecute us?  

 

Rev. 8:1-5 But John the Apostle knew it was prayer that moves the hand of God to act 

on earth to move men and nations…. 

 

When the very symbols of our democracy are threatened, when people feel that the only 

way they can get their way to to overthrow our government, it is time for us to pray that 

God will act. 

 

In the time of Domitian—the Roman Emperor was in power over the ancient near-east 

and he was overtly godless. He was not just an unsympathetic leader he was openly 

hostile toward believers. There was not just some cultural disfavor against Christians—

there was open hostility, persecution against those who followed the way of Christ.  

 

There were and there always are those who feel they are doing the work of God by 

overthrowing governments that are evil or unsympathetic towards God’s people. These 

are Zealots… like the group that brought the wrath of Rome down on Jerusalem in A.D. 

70. There always have been and there always will be those who in their frustration over 

injustice are eager to take things into their own hands and rise up against godless 

government… but where are God’s praying saints? 

 

The Heart of Bethel is Praying Elders. (Here to pray with you) 

 



Write a book with our own life like Roslyn Goforth wrote—How I Know God Answers 

Prayer… 

 

(Rev. 8:1-4) 

…but he acts in his own way and in his own time…  

 

There is still time to humble yourself and repent. 

There is still time to warn other and pray for others. 

There is still time for gospel conversation and gospel initiative! 

...Still Logans, Victorias, Athenas, Daniels, Danilles, Chases and Carters… 

who know there is something missing…  

 

Will we be sober? Will we be faithful? Will we be prayerful?  

 

Gather is groups or with a prayer partner  

or family member and pray… this week. 

 

If you need someone to pray with you right now.  

Let me pray a blessing on you now. 

 


