
“The Local Church, Why Bother?” 
 
7 Reasons Why 
 

I. For your ______________________ 
“Take care, brothers, lest there be in any of you an evil, unbelieving heart, leading 
you to fall away from the living God. But exhort one another every day, as long as it is 
called “today,” that none of you may be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin. For we 
have come to share in Christ, if indeed we hold our original confidence firm to the 
end.” Hebrews 3:12-14 
 

II. Training, equipping and support for _____________________ 
“And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and 
teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of 
Christ.” Ephesians 4:11-12 
 
“Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of 
service, but the same Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God 
who empowers them all in everyone. To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit 
for the common good.” 1 Corinthians 12:4-7 
 
“And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, not 
neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, 
and all the more as you see the Day drawing near.” Hebrews 10:24-25 
 

III. Helping and encouraging you to ________________ 
“. . . so that we may no longer be children, tossed to and fro by the waves and carried 
about by every wind of doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful 
schemes.” Ephesians 4:14 
 

IV. People to _________ With 
“But God has so composed the body, giving greater honor to the part that lacked it, 
that there may be no division in the body, but that the members may have the same 
care for one another. If one member suffers, all suffer together...” 1 Corinthians 
12:25-26 
 

V. People to ___________ With 
“Rejoice with those who rejoice, ….” Romans 12:15a 
 

VI. A Safe Place to be _____________ 
“But now I am writing to you not to associate with anyone who bears the name of 
brother if he is guilty of sexual immorality or greed, or is an idolater, reviler, drunkard, 
or swindler—not even to eat with such a one. For what have I to do with judging 
outsiders? Is it not those inside the church whom you are to judge?” 1 Corinthians 
5:11-12  (see also James 5:19-20) 
 

VII. Because ______ members of the local body are all ____________________ 
“The eye cannot say to the hand, "I have no need of you," nor again the head to the 
feet, "I have no need of you." On the contrary, the parts of the body that seem to be 
weaker are indispensable.” 1 Corinthians 12:21-22 


