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Cornerstone on Purpose – Love God by Spending Time with Him 
Psalm 84 

Introduction 
• Purpose Statement: The Cornerstone family of churches exists to bring glory to God by 

making disciples of Jesus Christ who love God, grow together, and serve others. 
o WORSHIP: We value exalting God as our highest pursuit. 
o THE BIBLE: We value the Word of God as our greatest authority. 
o PRAYER: We value conversing with God as our deepest intimacy.  

• Psalm 84 (the Song of Janitors) – Sons of Korah, Levites – 1 Chron 26: 12-19 - gatekeepers, 
aka janitors, for the temple 

o Appointed to specific gates to oversee, clean, and defend from impropriety 
His Dwelling Place (v1-2) 

• Jehovah Sabaoth – the Lord of Hosts – our commander and conqueror – the ruler of angel 
armies 

• Temple in view 
o Unclear if this is prior to or after the destruction of the temple in 586 BC 
o Reflection of Shema (Heb, “Hear”), Deut. 6:4-6 (love the Lord your God with all your 

heart, soul, strength)  
§ Soul (v1), heart and flesh (v2) longs/faints/sing for joy 

• Living God – we do not worship a dead, inactive, dispassionate, disconnected god – but 
the living God who actively engages with us and draws us to Himself that we may have 
genuine relationship with Him.  

His Blessing (v3-8, 12) 
• Those who dwell in your house (presence) (v3-4) 

o Sparrow and Swallow were common, worthless birds in Israel who were known to 
make their homes in the eaves of the temple courts. They were constantly chirping 
back and forth to one another. How privileged are these common animals to be 
that close to the dwelling place of God with total and complete freedom and 
security; figuratively singing His praises?  

§ And how much more blessed are we who know God and spend time with 
Him in His house recognizing the freedom and security we have in Christ?  

o Reflects Christ’s words in Matthew 6 how God takes care of the birds of the air, 
how much more so will He care for His children? Similarly, if the birds are blessed 
to be in His presence, how much more will he bless those who seek to be in His 
presence? 

• Those whose strength is in you (v5a) 
o Strength (Heb - `oz) literally strength or physical might, figuratively – confidence 
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• Whose heart moves to you in praise (v5b) 
o Pictures the traveling to Jerusalem for feasts and pilgrimages, singing the psalms of 

accent praising God as they draw nearer to His dwelling place 
o Valley of Baca is not a literal place, but is symbolic of an arid, dry, and difficult 

season one must pass through - literally the “valley of weeping”…that as we move 
to God through that season He will bring restoration and life. 

§ Thus we learn to move from strength to strength or confidence to confidence 
seeing the Lord move as we go from valley to mountaintop to valley and back 
again on our pilgrimage of life.  

• Who trust in you (v12) 
o Essence of godliness is trust and submission to the Lord – only faith in Christ brings 

eternal blessing 
Him Alone (v9-11) 

• Paul, speaking to the Athenians said, Acts 17:24 “The God who made the world and 
everything in it, being Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in temples made by man” 

o V9 is a prayer for the king of Israel (“shield” and “anointed”), recognizing the leader 
of the county as a chosen instrument of the Lord 

• V10 acknowledging that the Lord’s presence is greater than anything else, even being his 
lowly servant is better than any worldly recognition, wealth, or power 

• V11 because of who our God is, the source of all light, strength, grace, mercy, peace, hope, 
and life we know that He will work all things for the good of those who put their trust in 
Him (Romans 8:28) 

Application 
• Pilgrimage of prayer – v5 – so critically important as we go through life and mature in our 

faith 
• not a matter of intellect or volition for most of us – difficulty is our affection, what is our 

heart, emotions, our desire drawn to 
o For me, candidly, it’s not usually spending time with the Lord 
o Ezekiel 36:25-27 “25 I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you shall be clean from 

all your uncleannesses, and from all your idols I will cleanse you. 26 And I will give 
you a new heart, and a new spirit I will put within you. And I will remove the heart 
of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. 27 And I will put my Spirit 
within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes and be careful to obey my rules.” 

• Sons of Korah longed to be in the house of God because that was what they were called 
to, that was what their identity was – to serve the Lord as his temple gatekeepers.  

o Where is your identity defined by? Do you know you’re calling? Where are you 
serving? 
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§ We’re called to serve the Lord in the exact same way 
• “If you are not willing to give up everything for Christ, are you willing to be made willing?” 

– F.B. Meyer 
 


