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The Book of John 

 
Part 36 

John Chapter 17 
How Jesus Prayed 

 
Sermon Setup 
 
Jesus and all His disciples have shared a wonderful meal together. He’s taught them 
humility and how to lead through serving by washing their feet. He’s sent Judas away 
knowing He was going to betray Him and then He opened up and shared His deepest 
with these men, But, His final words (here in chp. 17) to His disciples, before His 
crucifixion, was a prayer. Today, we are going to learn how Jesus prayed.  
 
Opening Passage 
 
John 17:1-5 (NKJV) 
Jesus spoke these words, lifted up His eyes to heaven, and said: “Father, the hour has 
come. Glorify Your Son, that Your Son also may glorify You, 2 as You have given Him 
authority over all flesh, that He should give eternal life to as many as You have given 
Him. 3 And this is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus 
Christ whom You have sent. 4 I have glorified You on the earth. I have finished the work 
which You have given Me to do. 5 And now, O Father, glorify Me together with Yourself, 
with the glory which I had with You before the world was. 
 
Opening Prayer 
  
Heavenly Father, I pray that today’s message transition from a head knowledge into a 
heart revelation and through the power and the person of the Holy spirit renew our 
minds and transform our lives in the name of Jesus. 
Amen 
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Introduction 
 
Many theologians consider this the true “Lord’s Pray”. Of course, I’m in no way being 
frivolous about the prayer Christ prayed (or taught His disciples to pray) in Matthew 6, 
the one we learned growing up… “Our Father who art in heaven.” But John 17 gives us 
real even greater insight into what prayer should be, because Jesus is praying His heart 
just before His most difficult moment or hour.  
 
I’m going to read our opening passage again with an emphasis on the details of Christ 
prayer… 
 
John 17 (NKJV) 
Jesus spoke these words, lifted up His eyes to heaven,  
 
Jesus didn’t take a beat down or lowly posture, He lifted His eyes and looked up! This 
was almost a posture of victory but certainly one of worship. 
 
and said: “Father, the hour has come. Glorify Your Son, that Your Son also may glorify 
You,  
 
Now today, you’ll hear some version of the word “glorify” eight times in this chapter.  
 
Greek for Glorify is Doxa meaning… 
 
1. View or opinion. 
2. View or opinion of someone.  
3. Splendor or majesty as it pertains to God. 
4. A future blessedness each Christian is promised upon Christ return.  
 
I believe we hear about all of these in Christ’ prayer today.  
 
2 as You have given Him authority over all flesh, 
 
Jesus (speaking in 3rd person) was given authority over all mankind by the Father, but 
the why? 
 
that He should give eternal life to as many as You have given Him.  
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Q: Now, Jesus defines exactly what He means by eternal life… 
 
3 And this is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ 
whom You have sent.  
 
This is not life beginning after death, this is knowing and experiencing God now and 
walking in His promises now! 
 
4 I have glorified You on the earth.  
 
Caused men to see the splendor and majesty of God. 
 
I have finished the work which You have given Me to do.  
 
Finishing our work is how we glorify God on the earth! We must all finish our work!  
 
5 And now, O Father, glorify Me together with Yourself, with the glory which I had with 
You before the world was.  
 
Now this is a showstopper verse!  
 
… glorify Me together with Yourself, with the glory which I had with You before the world 
was. 
 
This is a returning to or restoring of a former glory!  
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1. The glory before the world was. 
 
John 1:1-5 (NASB) 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 
He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things came into being through Him, and apart 
from Him nothing came into being that has come into being. 4 In Him was life, and the 
life was the Light of men. 5 The Light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not 
comprehend it. 
 
Philippians 2:5-11 (NLT) 
You must have the same attitude that Christ Jesus had. 6 Though he was God, he did 
not think of equality with God as something to cling to. 7 Instead, he gave up his divine 
privileges; he took the humble position of a slave and was born as a human being. 
When he appeared in human form, 8 he humbled himself in obedience to God and died a 
criminal’s death on a cross. 9 Therefore, God elevated him to the place of highest honor 
and gave him the name above all other names, 10 that at the name of Jesus every knee 
should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and every tongue declare 
that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
 
John 8:58 (NASB) 
Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was born, I am.” 
 
Colossians 1:15-17 (NASB) 
He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. 16 For by Him all things 
were created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or 
dominions or rulers or authorities—all things have been created through Him and for 
Him. 17 He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together. 
 
It's so important that we get this when we pray. Jesus, the creator of all things. God in 
the form of a man! As a man, prayed to God the Father for Himself! He prayed… 
 
… glorify Me together with Yourself, with the glory which I had with You before the world 
was. 
 
Why don’t we do that? Why don’t we lift our eyes in prayer with a victorious posture and 
pray for ourselves?  
 
In the garden (the glory we had before sin) there was no sickness! There was no division 
or strife! There was no depression or anxiety!  
 
Now Jesus came to restore that which was lost! Really, it was stolen!  
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In the garden, through disobedience, Adam and Eve allowed the thief to steal their 
glory! OUR GLORY! Jesus came to give it back!  
 
John 10:10 (NASB) 
The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I came that they may have life, and 
have it abundantly. 
 
Colossians 1:13 (NASB) 
For He rescued us from the domain of darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom of 
His beloved Son… 
 
The devil stole a kingdom and Jesus took it back and now we’re in it!  
 
I want my glory back! My abundance!  
 
I don’t want an okay marriage! I’m promised an abundant marriage!  
I don’t want an okay finance! I’m promised abundant finances   
 
Q: Why are we settling for an okay glory when Jesus prayed for the glory He had before!  
 
Pray like Jesus!  
 
I want my life to be like it’s supposed be according to God’s plan and will, before the 
devil stole my glory!  
 
The glory Before!  
 
Before my marriage was in crisis! 
Before my bank account was overdrawn!  
Before my body was sick! 
Before depression, before anxiety, before hopelessness, before suicide, before some 
medical diagnosis! 
 
Learn to pray like Jesus!  It’s my glory and I want it back!  
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2. I do not pray for the world. 
 
John 17:6-19 (NKJV) 
“I have manifested Your name to the men whom You have given Me out of the world. 
They were Yours, You gave them to Me, and they have kept Your word. 7 Now they have 
known that all things which You have given Me are from You. 8 For I have given to them 
the words which You have given Me; and they have received them, and have known 
surely that I came forth from You; and they have believed that You sent Me. 9 “I pray 
for them. I do not pray for the world but for those whom You have given Me, for they 
are Yours.  
 
Q: Did you know the only thing you can pray for the world, people who are lost, is for 
them to come to Christ? 
 
I don’t want to sound cold, but I can’t pray for the finances or marriage or whatever is 
wrong for someone who is lost until I get them saved. It’d be like giving a drowning man 
something to eat! It wouldn’t matter, He’s drowning! 
 
We get to caught up in helping people with this or that, that don’t know Christ and they 
die and go to hell because we never gave them what the really needed… Jesus!   
 
10 And all Mine are Yours, and Yours are Mine, and I am glorified in them. 11 Now I am 
no longer in the world, but these are in the world, and I come to You. Holy Father, keep 
through Your name those whom You have given Me, that they may be one as We are. 
12 While I was with them in the world, I kept them in Your name. Those whom You gave 
Me I have kept; and none of them is lost except the son of perdition, that the Scripture 
might be fulfilled. 13 But now I come to You, and these things I speak in the world, that 
they may have My joy fulfilled in themselves. 14 I have given them Your word; and the 
world has hated them because they are not of the world, just as I am not of the world.  
 
15 I do not pray that You should take them out of the world, but that You should keep 
them from the evil one. 16 They are not of the world, just as I am not of the world.  
 
Q: Now why would Jesus pray such a thing, “I do not pray that You should take them 
out of the world”?  
 
I want to go with you Jesus!  
 
Q: Did you know some Christians live their entire Christian life that way?  
 
Lord, just come back and get us out of this world!  
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Q: Guess what? That’s not God’s plan for you! 
 
2 Peter 3:9 (NASB) 
The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward 
you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance. 
 
Patient towards who? You! God has been patient toward saved people!  
 
I believe He’s waiting on a revival of souls won to return because it doesn’t bring glory 
to God for any to perish!  
 
Jesus is not praying the church out of the world but rather that You (God) should keep 
them from the evil one. 
 
Now were not to be of the world but we better be in it and winning lost souls and we’d 
better do until Christ returns or we’ve breathed our last breath!  
 
Jesus was saving lost souls on the cross! Don’t sit down on Jesus! Keep soul winning!  
 
Christians tell lost people, “I’ll pray for you.” Jesus said He wasn’t praying for the world, 
He was praying for believers to be sanctified, set apart, different, lights in a dark place 
so a lost and dyeing world would see Jesus in and through His church and not perish but 
have eternal life!  
 
17 Sanctify them by Your truth. Your word is truth. 18 As You sent Me into the world, I 
also have sent them into the world. 19 And for their sakes I sanctify Myself, that they 
also may be sanctified by the truth.  
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3. For those who will believe in Me. 
 
John 17:20-26 (NKJV) 
“I do not pray for these alone, but also for those who will believe in Me through their 
word;  
 
Two thousand years ago Jesus was praying for us! What did He pray? 
 
21 that they all may be one, as You, Father, are in Me, and I in You; that they also may 
be one in Us, that the world may believe that You sent Me. 22 And the glory which You 
gave Me I have given them, that they may be one just as We are one: 23 I in them, and 
You in Me; that they may be made perfect in one, and that the world may know that You 
have sent Me, and have loved them as You have loved Me.  
 
When we, you and me, the church, become one, something amazing is going to happen 
on this earth! When we all get single minded and in unity with one purpose, I believe it 
will usher in the harvest and it will hasten the return of Christ!  
 
Jesus number one prayer was for His church to be one with each other and God!  
 
24 “Father, I desire that they also whom You gave Me may be with Me where I am, that 
they may behold My glory which You have given Me; for You loved Me before the 
foundation of the world.  
 
Jesus prayed that all believers, you and me, to be with Him in heaven. And why? He 
said, “that they may behold My glory which You have given Me.” 
 
25 O righteous Father! The world has not known You, but I have known You; and these 
have known that You sent Me. 26 And I have declared to them Your name, and will 
declare it, that the love with which You loved Me may be in them, and I in them.” 
 
Q: Now why is this so important for Jesus? Because it’s the only way the world will ever 
know Him. It’s not enough that you and I know Him and that you and I will be where He 
is in heaven. He wants the world to know Him too and that’s our job know!  
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Prayer for Those Who’ve Decided to Follow Christ  
 
Invitation for Salvation 
 
Salvation Prayer  
 
Jesus, I want to know you. I lost and need finding. I’m perishing and need saving. I 
repent of my sin, I believe you died so I can be forgiven, I believe in your miraculous 
resurrection, I believe your coming back and I believe all these things in my heart.  
 
Raise Hands if You Prayed that Prayer 
 
Romans 10:9 (NLT) 
If you openly declare (confess) that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God 
raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 
 
You’ve already believed in the gospel message in your heart, now the bible says you 
must declare or confess Christ and I’m asking you to do that right now by the simple act 
raising your hand.  
 
Stand and Call up Ministry Team for One More Song. 


