
Breakthrough
 
Breaking The Power Of The Religious Leaders Part 2
Mark 12.13-17, 28-34
 
Did Jesus come from God?
 
One Last Trap
  
13 Then they *sent some of the Pharisees and Herodians to Him in order 
to trap Him in a statement. 
 
14 They *came and *said to Him, “Teacher, we know that You are truthful 
and defer to no one; for You are not partial to any, but teach the way of 
God in truth. Is it lawful to pay a poll-tax to Caesar, or not? 15 Shall we pay 
or shall we not pay?”
 
But He, knowing their hypocrisy, said to them, “Why are you testing Me? 
Bring Me a denarius to look at.” 
 
16 They brought one. And He *said to them, “Whose likeness and 
inscription is this?” 
 
And they said to Him, “Caesar’s.” 

17 And Jesus said to them, “Render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, 
and to God the things that are God’s.” And they were amazed at Him.
 
Our obligation in life is always to God.  We give Him what is rightfully His.
 
Our commitment, faith and worship always belong to God
 
When your commitment is to a system, religion, theology, ideology or 
church, it is easy to miss Jesus.
 
One Last Question
 
28 One of the scribes came and heard them arguing, and recognizing that 
He had answered them well, asked Him, “What commandment is the 
foremost of all?” 



 
29 Jesus answered, “The foremost is, ‘Hear, O Israel! The Lord our God is 
one Lord; 30 and you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and 
with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your strength.’
 
 31 The second is this, ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is 
no other commandment greater than these.”
 
 32 The scribe said to Him, “Right, Teacher; You have truly stated that He 
is One, and there is no one else besides Him; 33 and to love Him with all 
the heart and with all the understanding and with all the strength, and to 
love one’s neighbor as himself, is much more than all burnt offerings and 
sacrifices.” 
 
34 When Jesus saw that he had answered intelligently, He said to 
him, “You are not far from the kingdom of God.” After that, no one would 
venture to ask Him any more questions.
 
Above all else, we love God and love others.  This is demonstrated in 
honoring God and in sharing Jesus.
 
Jesus simplifies the priorities of faith, moving from religion to relationship.
 
How many of you are not far from God?


