
What does this look like?

“…when he saw him, he had compassion”

To really “see” others: Slow down and Listen

“He said to her, ‘Daughter, your faith has healed you. Go in peace and be freed from your suffering.” (Mark 
5:34)

“The Samaritan woman said to him, ‘You are a Jew and I am a Samaritan woman. How can you ask me for a 
drink?’ (For Jews do not associate with Samaritans).” (John 4:9)

“When Jesus reached the spot, he looked up and said to him, ‘Zacchaeus, come down immediately. I must 
stay at your house today.’” (Luke 19:5)

Obstacles:
• Busyness
• Self-focus
• Christian bubble
• Attitude

Slow Down

“Jesus said to him, ‘Today salvation has come to this house, because this man, too, is a son of Abraham. For 
the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.” (Luke 19:9-10)

Listen

Questions:
• What kind of feedback am I giving?
• Am I answering before listening?
  “To answer before listening—that is folly and shame.” (Proverbs 18:13)
• Do I ask good questions?
  “The purposes of a person’s heart are deep waters, but one who has insight draws them out.”   
  (Proverbs 20:5)
 

SEEING
S E R M O N  N O T E S



Description for Series 

For the past five years, Hershey Free Church has been engaged in the mission of helping the people 
in our church family Live with Jesus, Love like Jesus, and Leading Others to do the Same. This mission 
is deeply rooted in the heart of God evidenced by Jesus’s words in Matthew 28 to make disciples of all 
people.  

For the next six weeks, the sermon series will focus on intentional ways that we can carry out the Live 
Love Lead mission of Hershey Free Church by building bridges not barriers.  We all have opportunities to 
engage people in our families, our neighborhoods, and our workplaces with the kindness, care, and grace 
that reflects God’s goodness to us. As we study God’s word for the next several weeks, let’s prayerfully 
and intentionally look for ways to be bridge builders.

The devotional guide will continue the same rhythm that we used for the last devotional guide where we 
practiced the 3 x 20 pattern. Spend at least 20 minutes, 3 times a week in God’s word. Each of the three 
days you will be asked to implement the Read. Reflect. Respond. pattern to help get more deeply into 
God’s word. 

The two passages of scripture for this week focus on ways that Jesus interacted with people. He made 
deliberate choices in both encounters to stop, engage in conversation, and listen. He truly saw these two 
individuals and afforded them time, worth and value, even though the culture around them marginalized 
and rejected them.

Unfortunately, for various reasons, we don’t always see the people around us. Often, we don’t take the 
time to hear their stories, concerns or their challenges. What are ways you can begin seeing the people 
around you more clearly? 

W E E K  F O U R :  L U K E  1 9 : 1 - 1 0 ,  J O H N  4 : 1 - 4 2

B U I L D  A  B R I D G E



Read John 4: 1-42 again, this time focus on verses 27-42. 

• Why were the disciples so surprised that Jesus was talking to the woman from Samaria?
• How did the townspeople change their perspective about believing in Jesus?
• How does the teaching Jesus gave the disciples connect to the action of the Samaritan woman? 

Reflect on the message Jesus had for the disciples. How are you engaged in telling others about Jesus? 

Respond by praying for ways to reach the people in your sphere of influence who don’t know Jesus 
personally. Look for ways to invite them to meet Jesus.

D A Y  T H R E E

Read John 4:1-42. Focus on verses 1-26 as you engage the following questions. 

• Why does Jesus ask the woman for a drink of water? How does his request reveal his humanity?
• What does it mean to worship in Spirit and in Truth?

Reflect on your worship. What in your life gets in the way of being a “true worshiper”? 

Respond by spending time in worship remembering that Jesus is the Christ, the Messiah. Worship him 
freely and honestly, in Spirit and in Truth.

D A Y  T W O

Read Luke 19:1-10.  

• What motivated Zacchaeus to go out of his way to see Jesus? 
• List the words that describe the actions Jesus made toward Zacchaeus.

Reflect on the encounter that Zacchaeus had with Jesus.  When have you gone out of your way to “see” 
Jesus?  What motivates you to seek him? 

Respond by thinking about any people with whom you need to speak to correct a wrong attitude or 
action. Zacchaeus immediately responded to Jesus by making amends to people he had wronged. Is the 
Spirit directing you to be a “bridge builder” to someone?

D A Y  O N E



P R E PA R E YO U R H E A R T F O R W O R S H I P N E X T W E E K 
BY R E A D I N G LU K E 10.

1. What similarities do you see in the two encounters? What differences can you identify? 

2. How does really “seeing” people help you become a bridge builder? 

3. Share the hindrances that you personally experience in being a bridge builder. 

4. How does revealing the qualities of humility and vulnerability help build bridges to others? 

5. Jesus saw people not as they had been, but as the transformed people they could become. What 
makes it challenging to engage with people believing that transformation is possible? 

6. Name personal ways that COVID-19 has helped you be a bridge builder? Share how it’s been a 
hindrance to bridge building. 

7. Share something that prevents you from “seeing” people as God sees them and then pray for one 
another in the group.

S M A L L  G R O U P  D I S C U S S I O N  Q U E S T I O N S

1. What questions do you have from what Pastor George shared today? Why do you think we tend to 
assume things about others? 

2. Read John 4:1-26 together. What stands out to you about the interaction between Jesus and the 
Samaritan woman? 

3. How did Jesus treat her? Why do you think Jesus treated her this way when cultural norms dictated He 
shouldn’t even talk to or be near her? 

4. How could you slow down and listen to others this week? How are you going to put this into practice? 

F A M I LY  T A L K


