Fellowship

Intro:
When was the last time you went to a T-ball game? It’s been a while for me, and if it’s been a while for you, you need to look up local T-ball schedules and go check out a game. And if you’re not willing to do that, at least do a simple internet search. Just type in “T-ball chaos.” If you don’t know what I’m talking about … well … you’re welcome. This is an incredible gift that I’m offering you today – high-quality entertainment. You’re going to find videos of kids running like they’re dinosaurs. You’re going to find base runners who choose to field the ball by running over the opposing team and then drilling some other kid in the face. It’s amazing. You’re going to see a shockingly high amount of dancing —it’s going to catch you completely off guard.

It’s hard to watch T-ball and then believe that it has anything to do with baseball. It really is. There’s a bat, and there’s a ball, and there’s some players, but that’s where the similarities end. For most kids, it takes years before the things that they do on the baseball field actually begin to look like baseball. Takes a long time. But … that doesn’t mean that T-ball isn’t valuable. T-ball is entry level baseball. It’s where you start the journey of becoming a baseball player.

You’ve probably heard of entry-level jobs. It’s a job that can be done with no education or experience. An entry-level job may require a special skill, but it’s something that can be taught on the job and picked up quickly. Sometimes, entry-level jobs turn into a career. Some open the door for other opportunities within a company. Some entry-level jobs motivate you to get an education and pursue a different path, right? So, just because it’s an entry-level job doesn’t mean it doesn’t have value. It has value. It’s where you start the journey of a career.

Transition
Today, we’re going to talk about fellowship. A generic definition says fellowship is a state of companionship or a shared community. Everyone experiences fellowship like that. You have a friend or a group of friends. Fellowship at the entry-level is friendship. It’s the guys that you watch football with. It’s the girls that you go shopping with. It’s the friends that you mock the preacher with whenever he uses generic stereotypes like guys watch football and girls shop. 

But we’re going to talk about something bigger today. Fellowship is much deeper and is much richer. The Bible calls us to something deeper than friendship. Some of you have fellowship that looks more like a friendship. And that’s good, and it qualifies. But there is something that is much better, and richer, and more fulfilling than friendship. For some of us in the room, it’s time for you to go pro with your fellowship. It’s time to move on from T-ball and move on to something more rich.

Now, let me show you where this comes from. 

Fellowship
It’s starts in Acts 2:42. It says, “They devoted themselves,” — talking about the first church, the first Christians — “They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.” We’ve been using this passage to show the foundation of the church. These are the things that they committed to in the very beginning. This is what was most important to them. And one of the foundational pillars was fellowship, which sounds weird to me … if we limit fellowship to friendship. If we think fellowship is just hanging out with other people, that sounds weird as a core principle and core foundation. I think there’s a better definition. 

If you pull up the Greek word for fellowship, it’s the word koinonia. It’s more rich and deeper than friendship. It’s a two-sided closeness of relationship. Two-sided means mutually giving and receiving. Both sides have something to offer to the other, and both sides have something to receive, to gain from the other.

And long before the New Testament uses this word koinonia, it already had this idea of a readiness to SHARE. It has this idea of a sense of EQUALITY among participants. It has this idea of UNITY among the people in the group. Within a community, there is sharing of resources, equality around the circle, and unity in purpose. This isn’t just a group of friends, this is a group of like-minded people with something to offer to one another, and they’re living for a purpose. They’re united on something. This was a philosophical term that began to become a religious term long before the New Testament begins to use this word. 

In the New Testament, that idea gets wrapped around Jesus. The first Jesus Followers were a group of people who were united around living out God’s purpose, and it naturally creates a two-sided closeness of relationship. John, one of the apostles we talked about last week, says this happens naturally.

It’s in 1 John 1, starting in verse 3. He says, “We proclaim to you what we have seen and heard, so that you also may have fellowship with us. And our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ.” Now, both times that word “fellowship” appears, you are reading forms of that word koinonia. And what John teaches us is that fellowship is experienced both vertically with God — we have a relationship vertically with God — and that fellowship is also experienced horizontally with others. The horizontal part makes sense. We can grasp a relationship of equality and unity with one another around a circle. 

But John says fellowship is also vertical … which I think is really a wild thought. It’s a strange thought that we can have a sharing of friendship with God, that we could have fellowship with God. That’s strange. But … John doubles down on that thought. It’s one of the big key points that John is teaching here.

If you go down just a couple more verses to verse 6, he says, “If we claim to have fellowship with him,” — talking of God — “and yet we walk in darkness, then we lie and do not live out the truth.” If we claim that we’re in fellowship with God … but we don’t live the way that Jesus lived, and we don’t live out what Jesus taught … then it doesn’t look like we have fellowship with God. And then he goes on. He says, “If we walk in the light, as he is in the light, then we have fellowship with ONE ANOTHER.” That’s fascinating to me. He doesn’t say that if we do the right things, then we’re in fellowship with God. He says that when we claim to have fellowship with God, and we actually walk in the light, in the same way that Jesus walks in the light … when we live and act in the ways in which Jesus lived and acted and we get serious about the things that he taught and we live it out in a real way … it creates horizontal fellowship. That’s unexpected. Living in the light does something that causes us to be in fellowship with the people around us. “If we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin.”

John says that we can’t claim to have fellowship with Jesus if we don’t do the things Jesus did. Kind of like high school. You can’t be on the football team if you don’t show up for the workouts or practices or games. You can say you are part of the team, but you’re not doing anything that tells me you’re truly part of the team. And you can’t be in the band if you don’t practice, or if you don’t show up at the rehearsals, or if you don’t actually do anything in the performances. You’re not really part of the band. And it’s true of academics. You can’t excel in academics if you don’t go to class, and if you don’t turn in your work, and if you don’t study for tests.

But that’s not all. John reveals another really big truth. If we have fellowship with God, then you’re going to have fellowship with other believers who have this same relationship to God. If you play football, you’ll know other football players. If you’re in a band, you’re going to know other band members. And even in something as isolated as academics, if you take academics seriously, you’re going to know other people who are taking academics seriously. 

Guys, if fellowship doesn’t exist between believers, then any claim to have fellowship with God is … invalid. If you don’t have fellowship with the church, if you don’t have fellowship with other Jesus followers, then you don’t have fellowship with God. That may scare you. But you can’t be a Jesus follower alone. 

A lot of people think that they can. A lot of people think that they don’t need a church to be a Jesus follower. But you know that isn’t true. You know that any team is better than the sum of its parts. It’s true of football, it’s true of the band. It’s iron sharpening iron. A cord of three strands is not easily broken. A team is stronger together than they are individually. It’s even true academically. You can be smart by yourself, but you will be smarter if you study with a group of smart people. And it’s the same with the church. 

Being a part of the team is central to being a Jesus follower. It’s worth noting that the first church was built on a pillar of fellowship. The first church was built on the idea of two-sided close relationships. Giving and receiving, horizontal, around a circle. 

Do you have a strong foundation of fellowship? Do you know other Jesus followers, and are you sharing life with them? Are you going to the places that Jesus followers go, and are you doing the things that Jesus does? Do you have fellowship with God, and do you have fellowship with other Jesus followers? And if you can’t confidently say yes … then you may be in a bad spot.

Transition
Now, that Acts 2 passage is really interesting to me because it gives us a layout of apostles’ teachings, fellowship, breaking of bread, and prayer. But it doesn’t say anything else about the apostles’ teachings. It doesn’t say anything else about prayer. It says a little bit more about breaking of bread. But … it does tell us more about what fellowship looked like for the first church. It even gives us a couple other words to define fellowship. 

Other Words For Fellowship
Verse 44 says, “All the believers were together and had everything in COMMON. They sold property and possessions to give to anyone who had need.” That word “common” is koinos, same root word for fellowship – koinonia – and has this idea of common property and public sharing. The first church shared what they owned. Any need within the community was met by someone else in the community with the resources to meet that need.

That doesn’t sound like a group of friends, does it? Doesn’t sound like a simple friendship. That sounds like something deeper, something much richer. And this may reveal the depth of fellowship you are experiencing. 

Do you have access to other people’s resources? Does that question make you uncomfortable? It makes me uncomfortable. That’s a hard question. But … are you doing life with Jesus followers in a way that if you were in need, they would KNOW you were in need, AND they would rally around you and meet that need? Do you have those kinds of relationships? And remember, this is a two-sided thing, which means, do other Jesus followers have access to your resources? That question may make you even more uncomfortable. That’s a harder question, I think. Are you doing life with Jesus followers in a way that if they were in need, YOU would know it, AND would you rally around them to meet their needs? That’s what fellowship looks like.

We’re not talking about friendship. We’re not talking about a simple relationship with a friend that you know and see from time to time. We’re talking about deep, lasting, rich relationships with one another. Fellowship, true fellowship, means having things in common with one another. Not shared interests, like football or band or academics. We’re talking about having a common purpose and having common resources being made available to one another. That’s a next-level type of thing, isn’t it? Do you watch other people’s kids to help them out, or do other people watch your kids? Have you ever offered to help pay a friend’s bill? Have you ever had a friend offer to help pay one of your bills? What about dinner for a friend, just to help make one evening easier on them? Are you sharing the needs of life? That’s a deeper, richer relationship than just friendship.

There’s another word. Verse 46: “Every day they continued to meet TOGETHER in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate TOGETHER with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.” That’s how Acts 2 finishes. 

Now, if you read this and you look at those words “together,” it sounds like the people are occupying the same space. That’s what the word “together” sounds like. And it tells you where they did it: in the temple courts, and they’re meeting in homes, and they’re eating together. And that sounds like occupying the same space, sounds like they’re together in the same room. Kind of like we are together in this room. And that’s one aspect of fellowship. Don’t discount how important it is to occupy the same space. It’s football and band and academics. If you aren’t sharing space with Jesus Followers, then you probably aren’t a Jesus Follower. 

But I also want you to recognize that occupying the same space is the low-hanging fruit of fellowship. It’s entry-level fellowship when we occupy the same space. And the word used for “together” has a much larger meaning behind it.

The Greek word is homothumadon. And it doesn’t mean together in the sense of occupying the same space. It has a bigger, richer meaning to it. It means “with one accord.” The word puts an emphasis on UNITY. The first church was together, occupying the same space, but it was bigger than that. They were together, united under a common calling and a common purpose.

When we hear unity, we think agreement. And we think unity means absolute agreement. That must mean that they agreed on everything, right? Not necessarily. I think unity is proven through disagreement. We have unity, collectively, when something happens that we don’t agree on, but we choose to not let that divide us and remain united on something that is bigger than the things that we disagree on. Does that make sense? Unity is proven when we don’t agree on something that is smaller than the big thing that we do agree on. 

It’s why every time someone is joining the church, I place an emphasis on THE big thing that we agree on: JESUS. That’s what we agree on. Collectively, within this room, we disagree on just about everything else. We disagree on sports, we disagree on schools, we disagree on technology and parenting strategies. We disagree on politics and policies. We disagree on social media and in culture and in our community. We disagree on events that have happened and the appropriate responses to those events. 

Speaking of, I want to tell you about an event happening this Tuesday. Tuesday night, Buck Run Baptist Church is hosting a Community Prayer Gathering. I’ve been invited to participate, and after hearing the goal of the evening, I’ll be there. Charlie Kirk’s name will certainly be mentioned and his family prayed over as his murder was a catalyst for this event. But the aim is so much bigger because our community is diverse and what we need to unite around is much bigger than one man. The entire event is designed to bring every group in our community together who is willing to participate, for the purpose of praying over our nation, our leaders, our churches, and our community. It starts at 6:30 outside Buck Run. I’d love to see you there.

And if something about that doesn’t sit right with you … I’d still love to see you there. Because we disagree all the time. We disagree on just about everything. And I think that’s what the church is supposed to look like.

Follow me here. The church is supposed to look like a group of people who would never occupy the same space … except they agree on one really big idea, and it’s Jesus. It’s powerful when a group of people who don’t agree on everything … choose to occupy the same space because of what they do agree on. 

Unity doesn’t mean complete agreement on everything. It means agreement on the one big thing. And if you think the early church always agreed, then you haven’t read the New Testament. There was a guy named Paul in the New Testament who was a missionary and he started a lot of churches. He stayed in one place for a time, but then would leave to go start another church somewhere else. So, then he would write letters to the churches he had left behind. Some of those letters appear in the New Testament. Paul uses these letters to teach, encourage, and admonish. And one of the common themes in Paul’s letters to these churches are instructions about how to get along. How they are supposed to treat one another. How they are supposed to navigate disagreements.

Guys, the first church didn’t agree on everything. It’s miraculous that the church survived the first generation. Because they didn’t know what they were doing, and they had opposite kinds of people who had never occupied the same space before, and they were trying to figure out the dynamics of all of these different things in the midst of a culture that was actively hostile towards Jesus Followers. 

And that’s the group that had deep, rich fellowship. Fellowship isn’t rooted in agreement on everything. Fellowship isn’t rooted in absolute unity of all thoughts. Fellowship is rooted in agreement and unity on the BIGGEST thing: Jesus. Fellowship, true fellowship, means being of one accord … united … sharing life together despite the smaller things that could get in the way. That’s what fellowship is.

Application
Now, what does that look like for us? Let’s start with what fellowship can’t be. Fellowship can’t happen in 65 minutes in this room once a week. Now, it’s fellowship, it counts. It qualifies. But it’s entry-level fellowship. Real fellowship, true fellowship, is going to challenge you to experience fellowship more than just this hour. It’s going to exist and happen in the other 167 hours in a week. 

It can look like life groups. The reason that we have life groups here is to help people find community and fellowship. It’s that foundational pillar of the church, and it needs to be a foundational pillar in our church. If you can evaluate your life and see that there is a vacuum of Christian community and relationships from people that you share life with, you may need to sign up for or look into joining a life group.

But maybe you don’t need a life group. Just because you aren’t in a CapCity life group doesn’t mean that you don’t have Christian relationships and community. Maybe you have naturally surrounded yourself and share life with people who follow Jesus. Maybe you have good community without CapCity needing to help you with that. The reality is, life groups are an artificial attempt to help you in this journey toward fellowship. It’s artificial, it’s not natural. Because most of us aren’t good at this. We struggle with the ability of making healthy spiritual relationships. So, we try to help you in this endeavor. Maybe you need a life group, maybe you don’t. Maybe you already have a healthy spiritual community. If you don’t, maybe you need to partner with us to connect you to some Christian community.

Be honest with yourself. Do you have a Christian community to call when something tragic happens? I’m not talking about friends. I’m saying, do you have a Christian community that,  when something tragic happens in your life, you know who to call, and they’re going to show up with Jesus and the Holy Spirit? Do you have a Christian community to call when something good happens? 

Do you have a Christian community who’s learning and growing with you towards Jesus with the leading of the Holy Spirit? Do you have people who can speak into your life? Now … you do. I guarantee you have people who speak into your life. When they do, whose words are they using? Are they using their own words, or are they using words from the Holy Spirit? Because a lot of people talk. Are the people talking in your ear filled with the Holy Spirit?

What I’m saying is, you need some 3:00 AM Jesus-following friends. You need people that you can call at any time, and they’re going to answer, and they’re going to offer Holy Spirit support. You need friends who would be willing to take you to the airport … but who can also take you to the woodshed with some Holy Spirit accountability. You need someone who can walk into your house without knocking because they are close enough to do so. You need to have people in your life who have what I call refrigerator rights. They have the right to come into your home and go straight to your fridge and grab a drink. You don’t have to serve them. They are at home in your home. And you need friends that can also walk into your home and drop dinner off. You need two-sided, mutually beneficial, Jesus-following relationships.

It’s going to require intentionality on your part because fellowship doesn’t happen on accident. Friendship can. You can become friends with someone on accident. You just sit next to someone at a ball game, and suddenly you are best friends. Guys are known for this. Friendship happens on accident all the time. But fellowship happens on purpose. It grows in layers. It starts with a friendship. But then you put time into it, and you commit to it, and it slowly grows into a close friendship. And you keep putting time into it, and eventually, over time, you can reach the point of radical fellowship. It requires long obedience in the same direction.

If you don’t have that, you have to start somewhere. Let’s start today. Maybe you need to join a life group. Maybe you need to invite someone to lunch today. Maybe you need to join one of our service projects and do some work together. Maybe you could come this Wednesday night to church here. We have our meal at 5:30, and we have Bible studies all throughout the building at 6:30. Those are great opportunities for you to engage and connect. Maybe that’s a way you could get a foot in the door and start building friendships that turn into radical fellowship.

Conclusion
One of my favorite movies is The Jungle Book. I grew up watching the animated one, and I love it. But I really love the live-action Jungle Book that came out a few years ago. It may be my favorite movie. One of the things that I love the most about it is an incredible little poem that they use in the movie. It’s called The Law of the Jungle. The wolves recite this poem together, and Mowgli, who has been raised by wolves, recites it with them.

I want you to hear this these words. They say: “Now this is the Law of the Jungle, as old and as true as the sky; And the Wolf that shall keep it may prosper, but the Wolf that shall break it must die.” This isn’t something casual for them, everything rides on this. Keeping the law equals prosperity; breaking the law equals death. Extreme consequences in both directions. “As the creeper that girdles the tree-trunk, the Law runneth forward and back,” this truth covers everything, “—For the strength of the Pack is the Wolf, and the strength of the Wolf is the Pack.” That’s my favorite part: For the strength of the Pack is the Wolf, and the strength of the Wolf is the Pack. 

Guys, that’s the church. That’s what we’re supposed to look like. And if you don’t follow this law, you’re going to die. You can prosper or you can die depending how well you surround yourselves with a community of Jesus Followers. It sounds harsh, it sounds sharp, but I’ve seen it happen too many times to suggest that this is not true. 

The church is built on the foundation, and there’s a great strength in each of these pillars that we’re looking at. The church is stronger and is healthier when the individuals have a stronger and healthier foundation. Each of us individually. Which means that we have to get serious about fellowship. Because the strength of the church is its members, its people. The strength of the church is its people, and the strength of our people is the church. They feed one another. In isolation, we will get picked off, and we will die.

Church, this is a big deal. I’m calling you to radical fellowship. It’s a long journey, and if you don’t have it, today’s the day to start.
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