WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Inviting people to life in Christ…lived together…for the sake of others.
FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY
OFFICER ORDINATION AND INSTALLATION
JANUARY 29, 2023

PRELUDE:   Prelude in G Minor, Buxwv 149                                                                     BUXTEHUDE
                             A New Commandment                                                                                    BLACKWELL
 
WELCOME TO WESTMINSTER & PRAYER OF INVOCATION
†	CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                                                                               PSALM 138
		     
LEADER:  I give you thanks, O Lord, with my whole heart; before the gods I sing your praise.  
[bookmark: _Hlk113539507]PEOPLE: I bow down toward your holy temple and give thanks to your name for your
                steadfast love and your faithfulness. 
LEADER:  For you have exalted above all things your name and your word. 
PEOPLE:  On the day I called, you answered me; my strength of soul you increased.  
LEADER:  Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you preserve my life; 
PEOPLE:  You stretch out your hands against the wrath of my enemies, and your right
                 hand delivers me.  
LEADER:  The Lord will fulfill his purpose for me; your steadfast love endures forever.  
PEOPLE:  Let us worship the living God together! 
 
†	HYMNS OF PRAISE:  #292 God of Grace and God of Glory                                                 RHONDDA
                                    Yet Not I But Through Christ in Me                                                  CITYALIGHT
		                                                           
SCRIPTURE READING                                                                                                     	 1 KINGS 18:22-38
PRAYER OF CONFESSION    
LEADER:  Let us pray….	
PEOPLE: Almighty and merciful God, we confess how hard it is to be your people.
You have called us to be the church, to continue to embody the mission of Jesus Christ to our lonely and confused world. Yet we acknowledge we fail to stand upon your promise that you are with and for us in all of life.  We compromise your ways and often choose the easy way out.  We confess we are more apathetic than active, more isolated than involved, more callous than compassionate, more obstinate than obedient, and more legalistic than loving.  Gracious Lord, have mercy upon us and forgive our sins. Remove the obstacles  preventing us from being your representatives to a broken world. Awaken our hearts to the promised gift of your indwelling Spirit that will enable us to stand in your will and your ways. Hear us as we confess our sins before your healing throne of grace…
                                                                 (Prayers of silent confession)
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS
†	DOXOLOGY 
	ORDINATION AND INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS                   
   	ANNOUNCEMENTS 
CHILDREN’S PRAISE AND PLAY

OFFERING 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from the evil one. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. AMEN

SCRIPTURE READING                                                                                                            	1 KINGS 18:39-46
LEADER:	This is the Word of the Lord.
PEOPLE:	Thanks be to God!
[bookmark: _Hlk17290279]SERMON   Courage to Stand Against the Crowd	          Rev. Owen Stepp
†	AFFIRMATION OF FAITH	 APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God the Father Almighty; Maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ His only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  AMEN.                    
                                                              
†	HYMN OF RESPONSE:  #59 I Sing the Mighty Power of God                                            ELLACOMBE
 	BENEDICTION  
	POSTLUDE:   Postlude in D Major                                                                                               TOURS 
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Sign up for Welcome to Westminster Class
Saturday, March 4th 9:30-12
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