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Good morning everyone. It is good to return once more in an effort 
to honor the Lord, draw into His presence and learn from Him 
through the study of His Word. Would you please turn with me to 
the Book of Mark (chapter 10) so that we might pick up our verse 
by verse study this morning of Mark’s Gospel? 

I’ll remind you his morning of the context of our study in the book 
of Mark. Beginning in verse 1 of chapter 10, we see Jesus leaving 
the region of the Galilee and making His way to the city of 
Jerusalem - the place He will be betrayed, tried, crucified and three 
days later rise again. 

And He left there and went to the region of Judea and beyond the 
Jordan, and crowds gathered to Him again. And again, as was His 
custom, He taught them. 

Mark 10:1 

Jesus’s trip from the region of Galilee to the region of Judea 
(Jerusalem is in Judea) will coincide with the Passover celebration - 
which means that not only is Jesus heading to Jerusalem, but 
thousands and thousands of people are heading there as well. 

In addition, there was pretty much one route to get there - a route 
which would take essentially all of these religious pilgrims through the 
city of Jericho (the last major city before Jerusalem and only about 15 
miles from Jerusalem). That is where our passage in the Book of Mark 
picks up this morning. 

Looking down at verse 46, follow along with me as I read. 

46 And they came to Jericho. And as He was leaving Jericho with 
His disciples and a great crowd, Bartimaeus, a blind beggar, the 
son of Timaeus, was sitting by the roadside. 47 And when he heard 
that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to cry out and say, “Jesus, 
Son of David, have mercy on me!” 48 And many rebuked him, 
telling him to be silent. But he cried out all the more, “Son of David, 
have mercy on me!” 49 And Jesus stopped and said, “Call him.” 
And they called the blind man, saying to him, “Take heart. Get up; 



He is calling you.” 50 And throwing off his cloak, he sprang up and 
came to Jesus. 51 And Jesus said to him, “What do you want Me to 
do for you?” And the blind man said to Him, “Rabbi, let me recover 
my sight.” 52 And Jesus said to him, “Go your way; your faith has 
made you well.” And immediately he recovered his sight and 
followed Him on the way. 

Mark 10:46-52 

The healing of this man whom Mark tells us was named Bartimaeus is 
recorded for us in the three synoptic gospels (Matthew 20:29-34; Mark 
10:46-52; Luke 18:35-43;). There are, however, some commentators 
that believe that the accounts in the four gospels are actually two 
similar encounters Jesus had with a blind man/blind men but not the 
same account. 

As I said earlier, Jericho was only about fifteen miles from Jerusalem.  

And they came to Jericho. And as He was leaving Jericho with His 
disciples and a great crowd, Bartimaeus, a blind beggar, the son of 
Timaeus, was sitting by the roadside.  

Mark 10:46 

It was the last major city before Jerusalem with the road to Jerusalem 
running right through Jericho.  Today, Jericho is dubbed ‘the oldest 
city in the world’ because of it being continually inhabited for 
thousands of years. Historians tell us that at the time of this account 
that Jericho was the most trafficked intersection in the world and was 
a hub of traffic between Europe to the north and Africa to the south 
passed through Jericho.  That plus the fact the so many would be 
making their way to Jerusalem meant these roads would be packed 
with travelers. 

It also meant that this was an ideal time and place for Bartimaeus - a 
man who for whatever reason had lost his sight - to set himself up on 
the roadside to beg for people’s charity. 



And they came to Jericho. And as He was leaving Jericho with His 
disciples and a great crowd, Bartimaeus, a blind beggar, the son of 
Timaeus, was sitting by the roadside.  

Mark 10:46 

You’ll notice that Mark informs us not only of his name, but also of the 
name of his father. 

And they came to Jericho. And as He was leaving Jericho with His 
disciples and a great crowd, Bartimaeus, a blind beggar, the son of 
Timaeus, was sitting by the roadside.  

Mark 10:46 

That is an indication to us that these two men were well-known to 
Mark’s readers some twenty years later when he wrote this gospel. 
That is, that Bartimaeus went on to be a disciple of Christ and that his 
father did as well. As we saw toward the end of the passage, 
Bartimaeus was healed and began to follow Jesus. And, as evidenced 
by the fact that believers would be, twenty years later, familiar with his 
name, he continued to follow Jesus many many years into the future. 
Let’s dig in and look at this interaction a little more closely. 

Again, verse 46 tells us that as Jesus and His disciples were leaving 
Jericho that there was a great crowd with Jesus. 

And they came to Jericho. And as He was leaving Jericho with His 
disciples and a great crowd, Bartimaeus, a blind beggar, the son of 
Timaeus, was sitting by the roadside.  

Mark 10:46 

This crowd is comprised of more than the hustle and bustle of a big 
city in the midst of holiday travel. This great crowd assembled with 
Jesus was pressing in on Him to learn from Him. In a situation like 
this where a well-known rabbi was passing through town in this way, 
it was customary that that rabbi would teach the people as he 
continued walking from one place to the other. The crowd pressing in 
on Jesus would be listening to Him as he taught while he walked.  



And Bartimaeus, blind as he was, was no doubt, more keenly aware of 
sounds than the average individual would have been. Sitting there on 
the side of the road, Bartimaeus was aware that something unique 
was happening beyond the everyday traffic of Jericho. I suspect he 
began asking others around him What was going on? and  Why the 
sudden influx of commotion? And, if he did indeed inquire in that way, 
someone no doubt answer him that the famed, “rebel” rabbi from 
Galilee is passing through town. 

Now, it is obvious that Bartimaeus knows who Jesus is for notice 
inverse 27, that when he hears that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he 
begins to cry out to Jesus of Nazareth. 

And when he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to cry 
out and say, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!”  

Mark 10:47 

Those words cry out (it’s one word in the original) means to cry with a 
loud voice or to scream. This man is yelling at the top of his voice. As I 
try and picture the event in my mind, I imagine that Bartimaeus heard 
(and perhaps felt) the commotion of Jesus passing by and it is not 
until Jesus is up the block a bit that he discovers Who it actually was 
that had passed by. And so, what else is he to do but cry out with a 
loud voice to the Lord. Again, his response evidences the fact that he 
know enough about Jesus that there was no way he was going to let 
this opportunity pass by. He cries out with a loud voice, Son of David, 
have mercy on me! 

And when he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to cry 
out and say, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!”  

Mark 10:47 

This man threw off all social decorum. He had no shame and exhibited 
no fear of what others might think of him. Jesus was here and he 
needed Jesus’ mercy. It’s not uncommon for folks to skip coming to 
the Lord for fear of what others might think of them if they do. What 
will my friends think if I begin to get serious about God? What about 



my co-workers and colleagues? What about my parents or spouse? 
This man needed help and Jesus was the one that could bring him 
that help and so he cried out. 

Sadly, as we learn in verse 48, many rebuked him  

And many rebuked him, telling him to be silent. But he cried out all 
the more, “Son of David, have mercy on me!” 

Mark 10:48 

a word which means to censure severely or to charge sharply. To this 
crowd (and perhaps the disciples) Jesus didn’t have time for the 
disruption of this man. If the disciples were indeed involved with the 
stern rebuke (and they had been in the past), in their mind, Jesus had 
important work to go and do (verse 46 - give His life as a ransom for 
many), He didn’t have time to be bothered by one of those many. 

The crowd tried to silence Bartimaeus, but he was having none of it. 
Bartimaeus was a desperate man and he was determined to come to 
Jesus in that desperation. And he was not going to allow anyone to 
take this chance from him regardless of how much he might have 
embarrassed them or annoyed them or whatever other reason they 
might have given for trying to stop him. When Jesus passes through 
he will be the one that is still blind - not them - and thus he would not 
be silent. Instead, as verse 48 points out, He cried out all the more. 

And many rebuked him, telling him to be silent. But he cried out all 
the more, “Son of David, have mercy on me!” 

Mark 10:48 

He yelled even louder. He cried out all the more saying, Son of David 
have mercy on me! 

And many rebuked him, telling him to be silent. But he cried out all 
the more, “Son of David, have mercy on me!” 

Mark 10:48 



This man typically begged for spare change.  Today he cried out for 
Jesus’ mercy. Which is significant, because mercy is something no 
one ever deserves. This man comes to the Lord completely in need.  
He knows he doesn’t deserve to be healed, but asks to be healed 
nonetheless. He cries out to the Lord to show mercy unto him. 

Now you will notice that he calls Jesus the Son of David. 

And many rebuked him, telling him to be silent. But he cried out all 
the more, “Son of David, have mercy on me!” 

Mark 10:48 

Throughout the gospels, Jesus was referred to in a number of 
different ways.  One of those ways was the Messianic title the Son of 
David. In calling Jesus the Son of David, this man was making a 
statement of faith about the Lord. We could properly translate this 
man’s cry as, Messiah, have mercy on me! 

What I will point out to you though is that the phrase the Son of David 
brought with it the connotation of a Messiah that was going to rule 
and reign even as David himself did. When people referred to Jesus as 
the Son of David, they had in their mind the long-awaited fulfillment of 
the Old Testament prophecies of a promised Conquering King. To call 
Jesus the Son of David was to have this sort of reign in mind.  

Jesus, as we learn in our study of the Book of Revelation and 
elsewhere, will one day fulfill this role on the earth. You recall, 
however, that in His first coming Jesus came to fulfill a very different 
aspect of the ministry of God’s Messiah. Jesus came in His first 
coming, not as a Conquering King, but as a Suffering Servant. Again, 
to quote Mark 10:45,  Jesus came to give His life as a ransom for 
many. 

For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and 
to give His life as a ransom for many. 

Mark 10:45 



This, as we have been taking notice, Jesus has been repeatedly trying 
to drive home to the closest of His disciples. Often to no avail. I bring 
it up, because it tells us that while Bartimaeus had some 
understanding of Who the Lord was and what He had come to do, he 
had an imperfect understanding of Who the Lord was and what He 
had come to do. And yet, he still comes. This man’s theological 
understanding of Christ may’ve been lacking, but his faith wasn’t. And 
sadly, too many delay their coming to Christ (or never come at all) 
because they do not yet have all of the answers. This man would not 
be one such individual. 

Continuing, we read,  

And Jesus stopped and said, “Call him.” And they called the blind 
man, saying to him, “Take heart. Get up; He is calling you.”  

Mark 10:49 

Jesus had just said, the Son of Man came not to be served but to 
serve. 

For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and 
to give His life as a ransom for many. 

Mark 10:45 

Here is a man in need of His service and so Jesus stops. 

And Jesus stopped and said, “Call him.” And they called the blind 
man, saying to him, “Take heart. Get up; He is calling you.”  

Mark 10:49 

Remember, Jesus is on His way to the important work of the cross 
(that is a pretty big task) and yet He stops, His progression, stands 
still and instructs the man to come Him. Do you ever feel as if your 
need - in light of all the big tasks that need to happen in the world - is 
too insignificant to bring to the Lord? Let the example of this man be 
an example to you. Jesus takes notice and invites you to come to 
Him. 



Jesus said, Call the man and upon hearing that, we read the man, 
throw off his cloak, sprang up and came to Jesus. 

And throwing off his cloak, he sprang up and came to Jesus.  
Mark 10:50 

Bartimaeus immediately responds to Jesus’ call. Jesus calls for him 
to come and Bartimaeus immediately sprang up to do just that. 

And throwing off his cloak, he sprang up and came to Jesus.  
Mark 10:50 

Once more, this man is a lesson for us in the exercise of His faith. For 
how many people hear the call of the Lord to come and convince 
themselves that someday they will do just that. They hear the call of 
Jesus, but say in effect, “I’ll respond to His call after I have done this 
thing or that thing.” The teenager that determines they will respond to 
the Lord after they get out of their High School years. Or the College 
student that thinks similarly about the time when they graduate will 
have graduated from that college. Or the young, unmarried 
professional that will settle down once they get married. Or the 
business professional once they have climbed the corporate ladder. 
Or the young married couple once they have kids. Or the couple with 
kids once the kids are grown. Or the empty nesters once they retire. 
And the delay goes on and on and on until it is too late. Or worse, 
because of the delay the desire passes all together and a person 
never finds themselves desiring again. 

Sadly,  we have a habit of putting off until tomorrow, those things the 
Lord is calling us unto today and it is not just in the area of coming to 
Him in an initial salvation experience. The Lord might be calling us to 
an area in which we need to step out in faith, and we put it off. He 
might be calling us to an area of greater obedience, and we put it off. 
He might be calling us to forsake an area of sin, and we put it off. The 
man heard the call and he responds to the call - in that moment. And 
it is a good thing he did for, as we know, Jesus never came back 
through that town again. 



How easy it would have been for Bartimaeus to reason, Well, Jesus is 
way down the end of the road.  I’ll catch Him next week when He 
passes back through Jericho to go back home to the Galilee. As the 
scripture says in multiple places (Psalm 95:8; Hebrews 3:15; Hebrews 
4:7), Today if you hear His voice, harden not your hearts. Bartimaeus 
acted with promptness throw off his garment and made his way as 
quickly as he could to the Lord. 

And throwing off his cloak, he sprang up and came to Jesus.  

Mark 10:50 

This cloak that Brtimaeus throws off may have been this beggars only 
possession which is certainly a remarkable contrast from the rich, 
young, ruler we read about earlier in the chapter (10:17-22) who could 
not bring himself (at least not initially) to leave his possessions to 
follow the Lord. In contrast here, Bartimaeus throw off one of his very 
few possessions (and perhaps his only possession) that he might 
come to Jesus. Bartimaeus was determined not to allow anything to 
hinder Him, from getting to Jesus. 

A second important point about this cloak and Bartimaeus’ decision 
to throw it off is that in that day that cloak would have been a specific 
type of cloak that designated that Bartimaeus was a “legitimate 
beggar”. The garment beggars wore was striped in a special way to 
designate to others that this person wasn’t gaming the system and 
that they had no other means of financial support. So in throwing off 
his garment, Bartimaeus is stating (whether he realized it or not) that 
he knows Jesus is going to heal him. The cloak that he as a blind man 
used for begging would no longer be needed because he was no 
longer going to be a blind man. This man went to the Lord expecting 
to be healed by the Lord. 

Jesus says to him, What do you want Me to do for you? 

And Jesus said to him, “What do you want Me to do for you?” And 
the blind man said to Him, “Rabbi, let me recover my sight.”  

Mark 10:51 



These are the same words Jesus spoke to James and John a few 
verses earlier 

35 And James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came up to Him and 
said to Him, “Teacher, we want You to do for us whatever we ask of 
You.” 36 And He said to them, “What do you want Me to do for 
you?” 

Mark 10:35-36 

who approached the Lord with a very different “need”. 

As He did with James and John, the Lord inquires of Bartimaeus as to 
what he would have for Him to do. Doesn’t Jesus know? Of course 
the Lord knows what it is that Bartimaeus is seeking, but He wants to 
hear it from Bartimaeus. Bartimaeus.  What exactly is it that you 
want? The Lord knows, but He desires for Bartimaeus to make it 
known. For Bartimaeus, if you will, to make a public confession of his 
need as he comes to the Lord for His mercy. Bartimaeus knows 
immediately what to ask for.  He says,  Rabbi, I wish to see again. 

And Jesus said to him, “What do you want Me to do for you?” And 
the blind man said to Him, “Rabbi, let me recover my sight.”  

Mark 10:51 

And Jesus says, Go your way.  Your faith has made you well.  

And Jesus said to him, “Go your way; your faith has made you 
well.” And immediately he recovered his sight and followed Him on 
the way. 

Mark 10:52 

And immediately the man was healed and once more able to see. 

And Jesus said to him, “Go your way; your faith has made you 
well.” And immediately he recovered his sight and followed Him on 
the way. 

Mark 10:52 



Immediately, the man had recovered his sight. And began to follow 
the Lord. 

And Jesus said to him, “Go your way; your faith has made you 
well.” And immediately he recovered his sight and followed Him on 
the way. 

Mark 10:52 

Jesus said, Go your way and the man responds, You are my way now. 
He did the only logical thing there was for him to do, he went on and 
followed the Lord. He did not selfishly go on his way when his need 
was met. As far as we know, Bartimaeus was the last person to 
become a disciple of Christ prior to the crucifixion. And he is an 
excellent example for us of a person that comes to the Lord in faith 
and continues to follow after him by faith. 

As we begin to draw to a close this morning, I want to take note of 
this phrase by the Lord here in verse 52 where he says to Bartimaeus, 
your faith has made you well. 

And Jesus said to him, “Go your way; your faith has made you 
well.” And immediately he recovered his sight and followed Him on 
the way. 

Mark 10:52 

There are a lot of ideas about faith and healing floating around both in 
and outside of the Christian Church and community. So, as I thought 
about this this week, a number of different questions came to mind. 
First, Does God still heal today? Yes.  But at the same time we 
acknowledge that not everyone that petitions the Lord for physical 
healing is miraculously healed just as not everyone int he Bible with 
an infirmity was miraculously healed. 

A second question:  What role does faith play in healing? Are those 
that are not healed lacking in faith? Jesus very clearly says to this 
man that, your faith has made you well, therefore we know that faith 
plays some part in the process of divine healing. James taught us that 
we have not because we ask not. 



You do not have, because you do not ask. 
James 4:2c 

Faith is necessary for healing, but the lack of healing is not an 
indicator of a lack of faith or the quality of a person’s faith. Some with 
great faith are not healed while others with a small amount of faith 
are. God decides when and who He will heal according to His will and 
His wisdom and in some cases it is not His will to bring about physical 
healing in a person’s life. 

A third question then is, Why isn’t everyone healed? Why wouldn’t it 
be God’s will to heal someone? As hard as it may be for us to fathom, 
it is not always God’s will to heal a person physically.  Sometimes 
God’s blessings come in ways other than physical healing. 
Additionally, if it were always God’s will for people to be healed, then 
everyone would be healed every time he or she became ill.  If perfect 
health were always God’s will, then Christians it stands to reason that 
Christians would never die. Though it may not seem to be so, healings 
in the Bible, are actually pretty rare. For the first 2,500 years of biblical 
history, there is no mention of any healings at all.  There was certainly 
an uptick in the time of Christ and even in the early years of the 
apostles, but remember the Book of Acts covers a period of about 30 
years. That’s an average of one chapter per per year or one dealign 
per year. Do I think God God can and does heal today?  Absolutely. 
The question, however, is not Does God heal?, but Is it God’s will to 
heal? 

One final question this morning as it pertains to this concept of 
healing and that is, If I’ve asked God to heal me (or another), when 
should you I stop asking for healing? Simply, when God tells you to 
stop asking Him. Jesus told His disciples to ask, to seek and to knock 
upon the door of heaven with our requests.   

7 “Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, 
and it will be opened to you. 8 For everyone who asks receives, and 
the one who seeks finds, and to the one who knocks it will be 
opened. 



Matthew 7:7-8 

The tense used in the original language speaks of a continual action.  
That means, Jesus is saying, Everyone who Keeps asking, keeps 
seeking, keeps knocking will receive find and open. 

7 “Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, 
and it will be opened to you. 8 For everyone who asks receives, and 
the one who seeks finds, and to the one who knocks it will be 
opened. 

Matthew 7:7-8 

If you’ve sought the Lord for healing in a particular area (or for any 
matter) keep seeking Him for an answer to that prayer. Paul, you 
recall, kept asking the Lord for healing pertaining to a matter he 
referred to as a thorn in his flesh. 

7 A thorn was given me in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to 
harass me, to keep me from becoming conceited. 8 Three times I 
pleaded with the Lord about this, that it should leave me. 

II Corinthians 12:7b-8 

Three times Paul says he sought the Lord about this 

7 A thorn was given me in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to 
harass me, to keep me from becoming conceited. 8 Three times I 
pleaded with the Lord about this, that it should leave me. 

II Corinthians 12:7b-8 

until finally the Lord said to Paul (in so many words) Stop petitioning 
Me about this matter.  My will for you is something else. 

But He said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for My power is 
made perfect in weakness.”  

II Corinthians 12:9 



Previously, God’s instructions to Paul was to keep asking, to keep 
seeking, and to keep knocking. Now His instruction is to stop asking, 
seeking and knocking as it pertains to this matter. For Paul to do so 
from this point on would be disobedience.  When should you stop 
asking the Lord for healing about a certain matter?  When He tells you 
to stop asking. And should He tell you to stop asking about a 
particular matter, you too will discover with Paul that His grace is 
sufficient for you in weakness. 

But He said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for My power is 
made perfect in weakness.”  

II Corinthians 12:9 

Bartimaeus is a sweet brother in the Lord for us to observe and he 
serves as a wonderful example to us of what it takes to come to the 
Lord in faith. He was a blind man, but despite his infirmity he was not 
prevented from seeing Who Jesus was and what Jesus could do. 

In summary, what are the lessons we learn from Bartimaeus?  They 
are, one, not only did this man know Who Jesus was and what Jesus 
could do. 

And when he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to cry 
out and say, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” 

Mark 10:47 

but he was also determined to connect with Jesus (he cried out all the 
more). 

And many rebuked him, telling him to be silent. But he cried out all 
the more, “Son of David, have mercy on me!” 

Mark 10:48 

despite the efforts of others to dissuade him from doing so. 

Secondly we see that he was a man who came humbly to Jesus.  He 
came to Jesus not expecting something from Jesus, but instead 
undeserving and fully petitioning Him for His mercy. 



And when he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to cry 
out and say, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” 

Mark 10:48 

Thirdly, his was a faith that could articulate to the Lord exactly what it 
was He was longing for 

And Jesus said to him, “What do you want Me to do for you?” And 
the blind man said to Him, “Rabbi, let me recover my sight.”  

Mark 10:51 

and came expectant to the Lord to do that which he was asking Him 
to do. 

And throwing off his cloak, he sprang up and came to Jesus.  

Mark 10:50 

Finally, this man doesn’t just use Jesus simply to accomplish his 
temporal desires, but is all in on following Him and making Jesus’ way 
his own way. 

And Jesus said to him, “Go your way; your faith has made you 
well.” And immediately he recovered his sight and followed Him on 
the way. 

Mark 10:52 

I love this account of Jesus’ interaction with Bartimaeus, for it gives 
us hope even unto this day for the many around us that are not 
physically blind and needy, but even more significantly, those that are 
among us spiritually blind and needy. Jesus cares about such a one. 
Jesus has time for such a one. And Jesus is willing to bring healing to 
such a one. If this morning, that describes you and you recognize this 
morning your great need for a Savior, I want to encourage you to 



come and find the healing that you are longing for through Jesus 
Christ. 


