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A forgiving person is a beautiful reflection of Jesus Christ, but as PP John Wesley said, “If this 
be Christianity, where do Christians live?”
A radical shift has to occur in us, the citizens of the kingdom of heaven, so let’s look at the 
command, the example, the motivation and lastly the way to forgive others
PP 1-The Command for us to forgive
Peter came to Jesus with a question, and answered it himself, not usually a good thing to do
PP “Then Peter came up and said to Him, ‘Lord, how often will my brother sin against me, 
and I forgive him? As many as seven times?’”   Matthew 18:21
As we understand the rabbinical teaching on forgiveness, Peter makes himself look pretty good
After all, PP Rabbi Jose ben Hanina taught ‘He who begs forgiveness from his neighbor must 
not do so more than three times.’ and this was a common teaching of the rabbis
They took this from the book of Amos where God 8 times said, PP “For three transgressions of 
Damascus, and for four, I will not revoke the punishment”  Amos 1:3
They interpreted this as God saying, I’ll forgive 3 transgressions, but after that, I will punish
Certainly, the rabbis said, we should not be more gracious than God, so we forgive three times
Peter makes himself look really good by doubling this, and adding one for good measure, but PP
“Jesus said to him, ‘I do not say to you seven times, but seventy-seven times.’” 18:22
Some translations say, ‘Seventy times seven’, but either way, it was so far above the teaching of 
the day that the disciples would have known what He meant: forgiveness knows no limit!
The rule of thumb when studying parables is, PP Parables are stories with usually one main point 
Rabbis commonly gave that point right after the parable and Jesus does with this one: PP “So
also my heavenly Father will do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother 
from your heart.”  Matthew 18:35
This is a parable teaching us to have a heart of forgiveness toward each other in the church and 
it shows us how great an example God has given us in Jesus Christ
Because we have been forgiven so fully through Christ’s blood, we are commanded to extend 
that same mercy, giving to others what we so freely received

PP 2-The Example for us to forgive
PP “Therefore the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle 
accounts with his servants. When he began to settle, one was brought to him who owed 
him ten thousand talents.”  Matthew 18:23-24
The kingdom of heaven isn’t the same as ‘heaven’, but God’s rule and reign over His people
This parable then is to reveal the lifestyle of forgiveness that all of God’s people should have
Keep in mind that the king in this parable is God, and the servants His kingdom citizens and not 
the unsaved people of the world
PP The point is to show how we in the church are to forgive one another as God has forgiven us
The king chose a day where he individually brought in his servants and one was brought-likely a 
regional governor or a satrap-whose primary responsibility was to collect the taxes
Think April 15th for us, tax day, and as the king looked over the accounts, he discovered that this 
high-ranking official had embezzled ‘10,000 talents’
‘ten thousand’ is a Greek word that gives us the english word myriad, an uncountable number
One talent was equal to 15 years of pay for common laborer, so this governor’s debt was would
take 150,000 years to pay off, and that is 54,750,000 days
This man was in a debt that he had no way to repay and you and I are no different with the King 
of all kings as we are in a sin debt so large all we can do is plead to God for mercy
Jesus here destroys any notion that we can work off our debt and save ourselves
Many do not really understand how serious their sinful condition is
Neither did this servant who was all the time in incalculable debt, for until he was called to 
account, he was going about his day as usual
The problem is, that when it comes to sin, we tend to justify it by comparing ourselves to others
I’m not as bad as that person, for I’ve never done that!
God however, forces us to compare ourselves with the perfection of His Son Jesus, and 
compared to Him, we not only do not look so good, we look hopelessly bad
But sometimes, the only thing that will open our eyes to our peril is to lose everything

PP “And since he could not pay, his master ordered him to be sold, with his wife and children 
and all that he had, and payment to be made.”  18:25
The sale amount would not even put a sizeable dent in this unimaginable debt, but the threat is 
enough to drive the debtor to repentance
PP “So the servant fell on his knees, imploring him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay 
you everything.’ And out of pity for him, the master of that servant released him and 
forgave him the debt.”  18:26-27
The word ‘forgave’ is the same basic Greek word for Peter’s word ‘forgive’ in verse 21
PP ‘forgive’ means to dismiss, to hurl an offense away, to let it go
It was used for the disciples leaving their nets to follow Jesus, by Greek teachers who wanted to 
leave a point and go on to a new topic, by soldiers when they released a prisoner 
and by bankers who cancelled a debt 
If a financial debt is forgiven, the creditor releases it and let’s it go
The creditor, the one who is owed, drops the charges, absorbs the cost, and the debt is no more
When someone’s wronged us, robbed us of our reputation, or innocence, or happiness, we have a 
sense of violated justice that feels like they are in our debt, they owe us
To forgive is to no longer make the offender pay the debt, you let it go and absorb the cost
It feels like a double injustice…you drop the charges, and let the cost go
You had them in debtor’s prison, your anger was the steel bars holding them in, but in reality, 
you were the one in prison, those bars were holding you in while they went free
Those dark thoughts of vengeance, those wishes for retribution, you let them go, gone, forever
You do it because this is what God has done for you: He dropped the charges, absorbing the cost
Jesus was innocent, but He had pity on us, forgave us, paid for our sins in His own death
To forgive is to suffer what feels like a death, but it actually gives you life

PP 3-The Motivation for us to forgive
PP “But when that same servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him 
a hundred denarii, and seizing him, he began to choke him, saying, ‘Pay what you 
owe.’  So his fellow servant fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, 
and I will pay you.’  He refused and went and put him in prison until he should pay the 
debt” 18:28-30
This is meant to shock, for grace freely received is to become grace freely given and withholding
forgiveness after receiving Christ’s is to misunderstand the cross
PP One denarii was a common wage for a day’s work, so this is 100 days work
Not insignificant, but compared to the 54,750,000 days worth of debt of the first servant??
The king hears about it, and PP “summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked servant! I 
forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. And should not you have had
mercy on your fellow servant, as I had mercy on you?’ And in anger his master
delivered him to the jailers, until he should pay all his debt.”  18:32-34
Signs that we have not forgiven are we try and hurt the person, we gossip about him, or shut him
out of your life, slander him, or root for him to have a bad life
You remember that person or the offense and the anger and bitterness comes right back
Maybe you replay the hurt, imagining making them pay, they are in your debt, you are in prison
But if you remember the hurt, and refuse to gossip, refuse to slander, refuse to hope for their
ruin, you are forgiving, letting the debt go, and you, you, are paying the debt

Many years ago, a very sick man called on us Elders to come pray for him
He was a self-confessed prideful man, but he reached out for prayer and so we gladly did
Yet I knew him well, and I knew his marriage was full of strife, and that he had disowned his 
critical mother, and because his mother deeded her house to his nephew instead of him,
he disowned his nephew and his family
So as the Elders got ready to pray, I pressed him to confess any bitterness and unforgiveness that 
might be in his heart, hoping he would find the freedom of forgiveness, but he would not
He died not very long afterwards, and I suspect, it was because of unforgiveness
Unforgiveness. anger and bitterness have been linked to an entire host of physical problems
One leading burn doctor could not get skin to graft if the patient was locked up in unforgiveness
The parable shows us that God will withdraw mercy to those who will not extend it to others, 
and the result is often the closing of the bars of a prison door on the heart

PP 4-The Way for us to forgive 
Think with me for a moment on the times others have hurt you, sometimes terribly
PP Offense leads to hurt leads to resentment leads to bitterness leads to emotional death
Forgiveness is the key to unlock the prison that bitter unforgiveness has put us in
Only the cross gives us the power to truly forgive and the same grace that saved us enables us to 
let others go and willing to absorb the debt
We forgive ‘from the heart’ not by our natural willpower, but by the Spirit of Christ moving us 
to be willing to forgive before we feel like forgiving
I’ve had more than one emotionally numb spouse confess they no longer felt love in the marriage
There are some here who are at that final stage in marriage, in friendship, in family, in business
We need to take seriously the final verse of this story: PP “So also My heavenly Father will do 
to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother from your heart.”  18:35
If you are not willing to forgive, to drop the charges and absorb the debt is to not be worthy of 
the name Christian
There is an urgency our Lord gives because our forgiveness is an evidence of our salvation
PP “By this it is evident who are the children of God, and who are the children of the devil: 
whoever does not practice righteousness is not of God, nor is the one who does not love 
his brother”  1 John 3:10
Not every professing Christian is a confessing Christian, and if there is one in the church 
unwilling to forgive, to drop the charges and absorb the cost, it proves that person never 
truly appropriated the mercy that the King of the kingdom of heaven extended to them
In this case, not only will the unforgiving church goer be locked into a prison in this life, they 
should not expect to experience the grace of the King’s favor in the next
Friends, is your heart clear?  Have you forgiven those who have wronged you in the past?  Are 
you living with a heart that knows how merciful God has been to you, and you will not 
withhold that mercy to others who wrong you?

PP Practical steps to forgive those who hurt you:
PP i. Meditate on your own need for God’s mercy (‘I forgave you all that debt’)
PP ii. Pray for those in debt to you (‘should not you have had mercy’)
PP iii. Reflect that the ground is level at the cross (‘your fellow servant’)
PP iv. Think of the toll in your life of unforgiveness (‘his master delivered him to the jailors’) 
PP v. Drop the charges, absorb the debt and get out of prison (‘delivered him to jailors
until…’)
PP vi. Dwell at the foot of the cross and God will give you the desire to forgive (‘forgive 
your brother from your heart’)

Corrie Ten Boom, survivor of Nazi brutality, had just finished speaking on forgiveness when one
of her former brutal guards approached.  All the pain, the shame, the death of her beloved sister Betsy came rushing back as this former cruel guard approached her.  He stuck his hand out, ‘A fine message, Fräulein! How good it is to know that, as you say, all our sins are at the bottom of the sea!’  Corrie fumbled in her pocketbook rather than take his hand.  ‘You mentioned Ravensbruck, I was a guard there, but since that time I have become a Christian. I know that God has forgiven me for the cruel things I did there, but I would like to hear it from your lips as well. Fräulein,’ again the hand came out—‘will you forgive me?’  I stood there—I whose sins had again and again to be forgiven—and could not forgive.  Betsie had died in that place—could he erase her slow terrible death simply for the asking?”  It could not have been many seconds that he stood there—hand held out—but to me it seemed hours as I wrestled with the most difficult thing I had ever had to do.  For I had to do it—I knew that. The message that God forgives has a prior condition: that we forgive those who have injured us. ‘If you do not forgive men their trespasses neither will your Father in heaven forgive your trespasses.’  And still I stood there with the coldness clutching my heart. But forgiveness is not an emotion—I knew that too. Forgiveness is an act of the will, and the will can function regardless of the temperature of the heart. ‘… Help!’ I prayed silently. ‘I can lift my hand. I can do that much. You supply the feeling.’  “And so woodenly, mechanically, I thrust my hand into the one stretched out to me. And as I did, an incredible thing took place. The current started in my shoulder, raced down my arm, sprang into our joined hands. And then this healing warmth seemed to flood my whole being, bringing tears to my eyes.  “‘I forgive you, brother!’ I cried. ‘With all my heart!’  “For a long moment we grasped each other’s hands, the former guard and the former prisoner. I had never known God’s love so intensely, as I did then”
	


