Eternal Security

1. Intro
a. What are you scared of? What have you feared?
i. Elementary school – Scared of the dark.
ii. Middle school – Talking to girls.
iii. High School – I developed a fear of hell.
1. I knew I wasn’t a good Jesus Follower. So, I felt like I had to start again. 
2. I feared I lost my salvation.
b. I still feel those ways sometimes. 
i. Even as a preacher. There are times when I become fixated on my sin – on the reasons why I shouldn’t be … saved.
ii. I don’t think I’m alone.
1. I don’t know anyone who has seriously pursued Jesus without also struggling with the question of whether they’re truly following Him.
iii. As a pastor, it isn’t uncommon for me to talk to people who are worried that their sin is too much or their commitment is too little or that they don’t know or do enough.
c. For our Jesus Followers in the room – has there been a time when it felt like you had lost your salvation?
i. I bet you sometimes wonder … I bet you sometimes fear.
d. Our topic today, going with the Core52 resource, is Eternal Security. Uncomplicated.
i. It’s a “fun” topic, sure to get me in trouble no matter how I teach it. 
ii. Christians divide and disfellowship over this stuff.
1. Even if you don’t know the term, “Eternal Security,” I bet you’ve struggled with it.
a. If you take Jesus seriously, you’ve wondered if you’ve sinned too much or drifted too far.

Transition: I think there is something powerful in the NT that is going to help you – wherever you may be.
· It doesn’t matter what you believe about once saved always saved, and it doesn’t matter if you believe you can or can’t lose your salvation.
· There is a message here for everybody that should comfort … and challenge.
· Whether you are worried about yourself or those you love.
· Today we’re going to commit to wrestle with the text, and we’re going to embrace both promises and warnings of God’s word.

2. Salvation
a. Let’s start with a big question: What is salvation?
i. It means to be saved. 
1. Think of drowning in water and a lifeguard jumps in.
2. Think of a superhero rescuing the damsel in distress.
ii. According to the Bible, you and me and everyone you’ve ever met is in a place of danger.
1. Because of sin – which is a broad term describing any time we haven’t lived according to God’s design and expectation.
2. We’ve all sinned – we’re all guilty of not meeting the standard given to us by God.
3. Our sin separates us from God – it breaks relationship with God. 
a. Like in our relationships – sometimes the things we do damage or even break our relationships with one another.
i. We’re prideful or selfish. We lie or cheat. Sometime we’re rude or hurtful.
1. Our sin is like that with God. Our sin wounds our relationship with God – and it separates us from God.Saved
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b. And being away from God isn’t a place anyone should want to be.
c. And there isn’t anything we can do to fix our problem – we can’t save ourselves.
iii. But … God had a plan for … salvation. 
1. He offers rescue like the lifeguard or the superhero. 
b. There’s a bigger question: Where does salvation come from?
i. We are saved by the work and grace of Jesus Christ. End of story.
1. Salvation is a gift from God.
a. “8 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9 not by works, so that no one can boast.” (Ephesians 2:8-9)
i. Grace is getting something you haven’t earned.
1. It’s a blessing of unmerited favor – an undeserved gift. 
ii. We are offered grace and salvation … because God wants to – not a lifeguard or superhero. Just a loving father.
b. “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in[b] Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Romans 6:23)
ii. It is not by our effort or intellect nor by our works or worthiness.
1. Which may be what we believe – but may not be how we live. 
2. If you live like your salvation is tied to your church attendance …
a. You’ll believe you lost your salvation when you missed church.
i. Debate about missed communion.
3. If you live like your salvation is tied to your good behavior …
a. You’ll also believe you lost your salvation because of an ongoing struggle with sin.
i. It’s why I rededicated my life at 16.
4. If you live like your salvation is tied to your knowledge of God … 
a. You’ll believe you lost your salvation when you read something new or someone else believes something different.
5. If you live like your salvation is tied to a warm fuzzy feeling of love from God … 
a. You’ll believe you lost your salvation when you don’t FEEL saved today.
c. We are saved by the work and grace of Jesus Christ. That’s it.Earn
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i. You don’t deserve it. You can’t earn it. 
ii. All these other things we try to create for our own comfort actually lead us to places that are more insecure. 
iii. Every time we try to make our salvation about our abilities, we find more reasons for us to not be saved.

3. Can that salvation be lost?
a. The first thing you need to know is that Jesus fights for us.
i. Jesus said things like this: “All that the father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I will never cast out.” (John 6:37)
ii. Even stronger in John 10:28 – “I give them eternal life, and they will never perish, and no one will snatch them out of my hand.”
1. I will never cast out … my hand … this is personal to Jesus.
2. And why shouldn’t it be?
a. If God saw fit to send his son to earth – if the creator of all things chose to become part of his creation – all for the purpose to show us how to live … and all for the purpose to die for our sins … 
b. Then do you suppose he would carelessly allow people to leave him?
c. Do you think Jesus would sit back and let Satan pick off those who love Jesus?
d. Do you think Jesus would passively allow his death to be minimized to the detriment of those who believe? 
iii. The hound of heaven never lightly loosens his grip on his children. 
1. It cost him everything to save us. He’ll stop at nothing to keep us.
b. Jesus fights for us.
i. Some of you may need to hear that Jesus didn’t kick up his heels once he walked out of the grave. 
1. He continues to fight for you … he continues to protect you … you are in his hands and that is a safe place to be.
ii. By the way – Paul agrees.
1. Romans 8:38-39 – “Nothing can separate us from the love of Christ.”
2. Jesus is not waiting for you to fail so he can quickly get rid of you … he is actively fighting on your behalf.
iii. Our security in Jesus is certain.
c. But … there are other passages that warn us not to let go of Jesus.
i. Jesus said stuff like that too:
1. “If anyone does not abide in me he is thrown away like a branch and withers; and the branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned.” (John 15:6)
a. That word abide means stay – remain – stand fast – continue.
i. In one passage he says nothing will snatch his followers out of his hand. 
ii. In another he says will cast out those who don’t stick with him.
ii. And Paul says stuff like this too: “They (Jewish branches) were broken off because of their unbelief, but you stand fast through faith. So do not become proud, but fear. For if God did not spare the natural branches, neither will he spare you.” (Romans 11:20-21)
1. Paul says there is precedent – those who don’t stick with what God is doing will be cast off. 
a. He says it’s already happened with the Jews who didn’t follow Jesus.
b. And his argument is that if God was willing to do that with the Jews – his people – who didn’t stick with Jesus, he will do the same with anyone else who doesn’t stick with Jesus.
iii. To me the most significant passage is Hebrews 6:4-6: 
1. “It is impossible, in the case of those who have once been enlightened, who have tasted the heavenly gift, and have shared in the Holy Spirit, and have tasted the goodness of the word of God and the powers of the age to come, and then have fallen away, to restore them again to repentance, since they are crucifying once again the Son of God to their own harm and holding him up to contempt.”
iv. Pay attention to the language: “Once been enlightened, tasted the heavenly gift, shared in the HS, tasted the goodness of the word of God (gospel truth), and tasted the promise of heaven …”
a. These are the descriptors of someone who has bought in to Jesus. 
b. This isn’t someone who casually goes to church – this is someone who believes and has experienced the power of their belief.
c. These aren’t people who haven’t studied or only heard about Jesus or they thought about following or they attended a few a services. 
2. These are people who are all in – and the warning is that those kinds of people can walk away from Jesus – to their own demise.
v. It’s actually the theme of the entire book of Hebrews: don’t quit. Don’t give up. Don’t walk away. Because you can lose your salvation – you can lose what you once had.

Transition: So, can we lose our salvation?
· Yes – you can walk away. You can turn your back. You can give up.
· Jesus says it. Paul says it. 
· But … it’s not easy. Your salvation is not fragile. Jesus does not abandon his people because they stumble, struggle, doubt or sin.
· You can’t be ripped from his hand. Nothing can separate you from his love.
· Jesus says it. Paul says it.
· Your salvation is secure so long as it depends on Jesus. But you will always have the freedom to walk away. 

4. Marriage
a. I think it looks like this.
b. I’m a minister so I’ve married a lot of people.
i. Every single wedding I’ve done has had language that sounds something like, “Til death do us part.”
ii. If you’ve ever said those words, your marriage is secure. 
1. Once married always married.
2. You don’t have to say those vows every day – you don’t have to recommit after every disagreement or fight.
3. You’re married – you can’t suddenly be unmarried.
iii. That’s the way it’s supposed to be … but that isn’t always the case.
c. Because we all know marriages that have failed.
i. Some of us have been a part of marriages that have failed.
ii. But just because it’s common doesn’t mean it’s easy.
iii. If you’ve ever walked through a divorce or walked closely with people experiencing a divorce, you know it isn’t cheap or convenient.
1. Divorce is a painful process.
2. Some marriages are sustained by the difficulty of divorce.
a. Some people would rather stay married than go through the pain of divorce.
d. Making a commitment to someone in the form of a marriage is a massively big deal.
i. It’s strong – it’s robust – it’s stout.
1. Your salvation is strong – robust – stout … because the one who holds and earned your salvation is strong – robust – stout.
ii. But, unfortunately, even the strongest of relationships can fail.Not Casual
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1. Because a contract requires faithfulness.
a. A long-lasting marriage is given consistent care and attention. 
i. It requires faithfulness – to one another in so many different ways.
b. A marriage can’t survive when one person refuses to be married or walks away from the relationship.
e. When it comes to your salvation, Jesus will do his part – and he’s good at it.
i. And his part is way bigger and more significant than any role that you play in this covenant.
ii. But you will never lose your opportunity to choose not God. 
1. You can walk away – if you choose.
2. You can deny your salvation – if you choose.

5. Conclusion 
a. Your salvation is secure so long as it depends on Jesus. But you will always have the freedom to walk away. 
b. I think there are three types of people in the room today. You will fit into one of these three:
i. The first group is people who have never made a decision to follow Jesus.
1. The free gift of salvation is something you haven’t accepted.
2. It’s time.
ii. Our second group has decided to follow Jesus, but they need to be encouraged to not give up on Jesus. And don’t take him lightly.
1. You may think you’re safe and that there isn’t risk involved in drifting away from Jesus, but there are some strong warnings about that.
2. Today you need to be reminded to not give up on Jesus – don’t take lightly this covenant that you’ve entered into with him.
iii. There’s a third group of people who have also decided to follow Jesus who need to know that Jesus hasn’t given up on you.
1. You feel like maybe you’ve walked away or that what you once had with Jesus is now gone.
2. Sequence:
a. We belong / We believe / We become / We behave
i. In that order
b. Our order: Believe / behave / become / belong
3. Today you need comfort – Jesus hasn’t given up on you.
a. If you are worried about your salvation, you’re in a good place – those who have thrown away their salvation have no need or concern about being saved.
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