
Part 3: Burn the Plows That Hold You Back January 23, 2022

God chooses you where you are right now.
19 So Elijah went and found Elisha son of Shaphat plowing a field. There were twelve
teams of oxen in the field, and Elisha was plowing with the twelfth team. Elijah went over
to him and threw his cloak across his shoulders and then walked away. 1 Kings 19:19

6 When we were utterly helpless, Christ came at just the right time and died for us
sinners. 7 Now, most people would not be willing to die for an upright person, though
someone might perhaps be willing to die for a person who is especially good.8 But God
showed his great love for us by sending Christ to die for us while we were still sinners.
Romans 5:6-8

4 Even before he made the world, God loved us and chose us in Christ to be holy and
without fault in his eyes.  Ephesians 1:4

God calls you to ministry.
19 So Elijah went and found Elisha son of Shaphat plowing a field. There were twelve
teams of oxen in the field, and Elisha was plowing with the twelfth team. Elijah went over
to him and threw his cloak across his shoulders and then walked away. 1 Kings 19:19

10 For we are God’s masterpiece. He has created us anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do
the good things he planned for us long ago.  Ephesians 2:10

Remember what God has done for you.
20 Elisha left the oxen standing there, ran after Elijah, and said to him, “First let me go and
kiss my father and mother good-bye, and then I will go with you!” Elijah replied, “Go on
back, but think about what I have done to you.” 1 Kings 19:20

3 Or have you forgotten that when we were joined with Christ Jesus in baptism, we joined
him in his death? 4 For we died and were buried with Christ by baptism. And just as
Christ was raised from the dead by the glorious power of the Father, now we also may
live new lives.  Romans 6:3-4

11 So you also should consider yourselves to be dead to the power of sin and alive to God
through Christ Jesus. 12 Do not let sin control the way you live; do not give in to sinful
desires. 13 Do not let any part of your body become an instrument of evil to serve sin.
Instead, give yourselves completely to God, for you were dead, but now you have new
life. So use your whole body as an instrument to do what is right for the glory of God.
Romans 6:11-13



21 So Elisha returned to his oxen and slaughtered them. He used the wood from the plow
to build a fire to roast their flesh. He passed around the meat to the townspeople, and
they all ate. 1 Kings 19:21

Burn the plow of your past.
3 Jesus replied, “I tell you the truth, unless you are born again, [a] you cannot see the
Kingdom of God.”  John 3:3
[a] Or born from above;

4 “What do you mean?” exclaimed Nicodemus. “How can an old man go back into his
mother’s womb and be born again?” 5 Jesus replied, “I assure you, no one can enter the
Kingdom of God without being born of water and the Spirit. 6 Humans can reproduce
only human life, but the Holy Spirit gives birth to spiritual life.”  John 3:4-6

Burn the plow of bad relationships.
20 Elisha left the oxen standing there, ran after Elijah, and said to him, “First let me go and
kiss my father and mother good-bye, and then I will go with you!” 1 Kings 19:20

1 Oh, the joys of those who do not follow the advice of the wicked, or stand around with
sinners, or join in with mockers. 2 But they delight in the law of the Lord, meditating on it
day and night. 3 They are like trees planted along the riverbank, bearing fruit each
season.  Their leaves never wither, and they prosper in all they do.  Psalms 1:1-3

Burn the plow of riches.
19 So Elijah went and found Elisha son of Shaphat plowing a field. There were twelve
teams of oxen in the field, and Elisha was plowing with the twelfth team. Elijah went over
to him and threw his cloak across his shoulders and then walked away. 1 Kings 19:19

21 So Elisha returned to his oxen and slaughtered them. He used the wood from the plow
to build a fire to roast their flesh. He passed around the meat to the townspeople, and
they all ate. 1 Kings 19:21

22 The seed that fell among the thorns represents those who hear God’s word, but all too
quickly the message is crowded out by the worries of this life and the lure of wealth, so
no fruit is produced.  Matthew 13:22

Then he went with Elijah as his assistant.  1 Kings 19:21



REFLECTIONS

1. Are you ready to go right now and follow God’s call on your life?

2. How does it change the way you see your life when you think of it as ministry?

3. How often do you remember what God has done in your life?

4. What is the biggest “plow” you need to burn?
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