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Why Settle For an Ishmael When You Should 
Have Had an Isaac? 

Taxi: (3-5 minutes) 
Family Church it is so great to be with you once again. It has been a huge blessing 
watching Pastor Josh and Pastor Chris these past 2 weeks. They both did an amazing 
job teaching the Word. 

Last week Pastor Chris brilliantly kicked off our new series called Timelines. 

The Big idea of this series is this: 
Waiting on God to act or trusting His promises can be challenging. Sometimes we feel 
the need to take matters into our own hands, but the Bible shows us this doesn’t work 
out well.  
What do we do when God doesn’t move in our timeline? 

Our Key text is: 

Habakkuk 2:3 NIV -  3 For the revelation awaits an appointed time; it 
speaks of the end and will not prove false. 
There is an appointed time for God’s promises to be fulfilled in our lives.  
We don’t always like His timeline, but He certainly has one. Though it 
linger, wait for it; it will certainly come and will not delay. 

Habacuc 2:3 NVI - Pues la visión se realizará en el tiempo señalado; 
marcha hacia su cumplimiento, y no dejará de cumplirse. Aunque parezca 
tardar, espérala; porque sin falta vendrá. 
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There was a saying that Pastor Joe our founding Pastor used to say all the time. “God 
ain’t never early, But He ain’t never late.” 
“Dios nunca llega temprano, pero nunca llega tarde”. 

Not great grammar, but you understand the sentiment. God is always right on time. 

(Pray) 

Take Off: 
HOOK (5-10 minutes) 
In football, a quarterback and a receiver have to trust one another without being able 
to see the other.  
Often the ball is out of the quarterback’s hands and will land where the receiver is 
supposed to finish running their route.  
If the receiver doubts the quarterback’s timing or decides to run another route, the 
play will at best turn into an incompletion and at worst an interception.  
Ultimately, the quarterback calls the play, and the receiver needs to trust it and run 
their route.  
God calls us to trust him, and when we decide to go our own way, the results are 
rarely what we were hoping for. 

This football illustration is similar to the story found in Genesis 16. 
Abraham and Sarah have wanted a child for many years, God promised that Abraham 
would be a Father of many nations, yet has no child. 

Instead of Trusting God the ultimate quarterback they take matters into their own 
hands.  

Pastor Chris taught us the story of Abraham and Sarah last week and I want to 
continue that story. 

Today's Title is this:  
Why settle for an Ishmael when you should have had an Isaac? 
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 ¿Por qué conformarte con un Ismael cuando puedo tener Isaac? 

BOOK: (5-7 minutes) 
Genesis 16:1-16 ESV - 1 Now Sarai, Abram's wife, had borne him no children. She 
had a female Egyptian servant whose name was Hagar. 2 And Sarai said to Abram, 
“Behold now, the Lord has prevented me from bearing children. Go in to my servant; 
it may be that I shall obtain children by her.” And Abram listened to the voice of Sarai. 
3 So, after Abram had lived ten years in the land of Canaan, Sarai, Abram's wife, took 
Hagar the Egyptian, her servant, and gave her to Abram her husband as a wife. 4 And 
he went in to Hagar, and she conceived. And when she saw that she had conceived, 
she looked with contempt on her mistress. 5 And Sarai said to Abram, “May the 
wrong done to me be on you! I gave my servant to your embrace, and when she saw 
that she had conceived, she looked on me with contempt. May the Lord judge 
between you and me!” 6 But Abram said to Sarai, “Behold, your servant is in your 
power; do to her as you please.” Then Sarai dealt harshly with her, and she fled from 
her. 7 The angel of the Lord found her by a spring of water in the wilderness, the 
spring on the way to Shur. 8 And he said, “Hagar, servant of Sarai, where have you 
come from and where are you going?” She said, “I am fleeing from my mistress 
Sarai.” 9 The angel of the Lord said to her, “Return to your mistress and submit to 
her.” 10 The angel of the Lord also said to her, “I will surely multiply your offspring 
so that they cannot be numbered for multitude.” 11 And the angel of the Lord said 
to her, “Behold, you are pregnant and shall bear a son. You shall call his name 
Ishmael, because the Lord has listened to your affliction.12 He shall be a wild 
donkey of a man, his hand against everyone and everyone's hand against him, 
and he shall dwell over against all his kinsmen.” 13 So she called the name of the 
Lord who spoke to her, “You are a God of seeing,” for she said, “Truly here I have 
seen him who looks after me.” 14 Therefore the well was called Beer-lahai-roi; it lies 
between Kadesh and Bered. 15 And Hagar bore Abram a son, and Abram called the 
name of his son, whom Hagar bore, Ishmael. 16 Abram was eighty-six years old when 
Hagar bore Ishmael to Abram. 
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Génesis 16:1-16 RVC - 1 Saraí, la esposa de Abrán, no le daba hijos, pero tenía una 
sierva egipcia que se llamaba Agar. 2 Entonces Saraí le dijo a Abrán, “Ya ves que el 
Señor me ha hecho estéril, así que te ruego que te allegues a mi sierva; tal vez tendré 
hijos de ella.” Y Abrán atendió al ruego de Saraí. 3 A los diez años de que Abrán 
había habitado en la tierra de Canaán, Saraí, la esposa de Abrán, tomó a Agar, su 
sierva egipcia, y se la dio por mujer a Abrán, su marido. 4 Y él se allegó a Agar, y ésta 
concibió; y al darse cuenta de que había concebido, comenzó a mirar con desprecio a 
su señora. 5 Entonces Saraí le dijo a Abrán, “¡Que mi afrenta recaiga sobre ti! Yo te di 
por mujer a mi sierva, y al verse encinta me mira con desprecio. ¡Que juzgue el Señor 
entre tú y yo!” 6 Y Abrán le respondió a Saraí, “Pues tu sierva está en tus manos. ¡Haz 
con ella lo que mejor te parezca!” Y como Saraí la humillaba, ella huyó de su 
presencia. 7 Pero el ángel del Señor la encontró junto a un manantial en el desierto, 
que es el manantial que está en el camino a Shur, 8 y le dijo, "Agar, sierva de Saraí, 
¿de dónde vienes, y a dónde vas?” Y ella respondió, “Estoy huyendo de Saraí, mi 
señora.” 9 El ángel del Señor le dijo, “Regresa con tu señora, y ponte en sus manos.” 
10 Además, el ángel del Señor le dijo, “Voy a multiplicar tu descendencia. Llegarán 
a ser tantos, que no podrán ser contados.” 11 El ángel del Señor también le dijo, 
“Tú has concebido, y darás a luz un hijo. Le pondrás por nombre Ismael, porque el 
Señor ha oído tu aflicción. 12 Será un hombre indómito; luchará contra todos, y 
todos lucharán contra él, pero a pesar de todos sus hermanos establecerá su 
residencia.” 13 Como el Señor le había hablado, ella le dio este nombre, “Tú eres el 
Dios que ve”, pues dijo, “¿Acaso no he visto aquí también al que me ve?”, 14 y al 
manantial lo llamó “Pozo del que vive y me ve.” Ese pozo está entre Cades y Bered. 
15 Agar dio a luz un hijo de Abrán, y éste le puso por nombre Ismael. 16 Abrán tenía 
ochenta y seis años de edad cuando Agar dio a luz a Ismael. 

LOOK: (15 minutes) 
Ishmael was raised in the house of Abraham for 13 years, until Sarah conceived Isaac. 
At this point Hagar and Ishmael were banished into the desert. 

Ishmael, commonly regarded by both Jews and Arabs as the progenitor of the Arabs, 
is considered a messenger and a prophet in the Qurʾān (e.g., 19:54). Though little is 
said about him in the Qurʾān itself aside from his designation as a prophet, it suggests 
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that he assisted Abraham in building Islam’s most sacred structure, the Kaaba, in 
Mecca (2:127). 

I couldn’t find more details than that but it is interesting that the Islamic religion has 
it’s roots back to Ishmael. 

What happens when we get impatient, we don’t wait on the Lord and we take matters 
into our own hands? 

I know this struggle all too well. God isn’t moving fast enough so I’m going to help 
Him out. 

Pastor Mike It’s so hard today to wait on God when everything else in society is fast-
paced, have it your way. 

That is True that’s why FAITH is needed. 

Faith is needed 
Fe es necesaria   
Hebrews 11:1 NKJV - Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of 
things not seen. 
Hebreos 11:1 RVA - La fe es la constancia de las cosas que se esperan, la 
comprobación de los hechos que no se ven. 

Faith = confident assurance that what we hope for is going to happen. 
Fe = certeza de que lo que esperamos va a suceder.  
There is evidence of things we cannot yet see.  
Faith is an inner conviction based on the Word of God 

Faith is Needed  
Substance = assurance (a standing under) 
Sustancia = garantía  
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Evidence = proof God cannot lie and cannot change. 
Evidencia = prueba de que Dios no puede mentir y no puede cambiar. 

WOW…. God can not lie. He can not change. 
Say that with me: God Can Not Lie. He Can Not Change 

Therefore, I have the authority to believe for an answer. 

Landing: 
TOOK: (5-7 minutes) 

Abraham is called to be the Father of many nations. But it wasn’t happening in His 
timeline. This is taking too long. 

How many of us have gotten impatient waiting on God? 
Just like a quarterback throwing a pass too early or too late resulting in an 
incompletion or interception we too can find ourselves jammed up when we do not 
fully trust God. 

Do you trust God? Do you trust his timing? Do you trust his ways? 

Can He fix your marriage? Can he redeem your time? Can He restore your health? Can 
he bring financial provisions into your household? 

Do you trust Him? It takes faith to trust Him… 

The main problem with God’s timelines… Is that He operates outside of time and 
space. We want him on our time, but God does not run on our clock. 

Many of us are walking around with Ishmael-sized burdens instead of Isaac-sized 
blessings. 

 of 6 7



Series: Timelines 
Sermon: Why settle for an Ishmael  
when you should have had an Isaac?

March 12, 2023 
APEST Voice: Apostle

We have a bootleg version of the life we should be living. Because we just had to rush 
the process. 

Now don’t get me wrong, I am not saying sit back be lazy and blame your failed life 
on God. Go out and act on the promises He has for you. When He speaks act. 

When He leads Run toward His voice. 

How do I get blessings from God? 

Get a Scripture 
Obtener una escritura  
- What Word are you standing on? What does the Bible say about your situation? 

Get an Image  
Obtener una imagen  
- What does this look like in your life? What will your life be like when you get this 
blessing? 

Get confessing 
Obtener confesión  
- Begin to speak those things that be not into existence. This is not name it and claim 
it. This is positive confession to match the scripture and image already in your heart. 

As we close today I want to take a moment and pray for wisdom. 

(Pray)
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