
 

       
PP Love Like Jesus
Part 3-Hebrews 10:23-25 Encourage one another					6/17-18

One of the most famous works of fantasy literature is The Lord of the Rings by J.R.R. Tolkien
Many of his fans are unaware that he wrote other works, like an essay called Leaf by Niggle
In this little story, an artist named Niggle lived in a society that didn’t appreciate art, but he was 
consumed by a desire to paint a great tree, and he urgently went about it sensing he soon
must go on a great journey 
He could envisioning this great tree, with a forest behind it dominated in the distance by a 
snow-capped mountain, so he began his painting with a single leaf
But Niggle wasn’t a very successful painter, partly because he had so many interruptions
He had a neighbor, Mr Parish who often stopped by asking for help for this and that
Niggle was kind-hearted and always helped, but all the while, he kept thinking of his great 
painting that he could see in his mind but could hardly make any progress on it
Concentrating, he put all he had into his work, but try as he might, it just would not meet his 
expectations, the picture he had in his mind
Soon a large storm blew in, and Mr Parish came knocking on Niggle’s door because his roof 
was leaking, and Mrs Parish had moved downstairs, sick from the wet and cold
He asked Niggle to go into town to fetch the builder and the doctor, so reluctantly, he got on his 
bicycle and pedaled through the storm but soon after grew sick himself
He feverishly returned to his painting, but before long, he died without completing it
Death it turned out was the journey he had to make, and in this journey, the train he was on 
stopped, he got off, and seeing his old bicycle, pedaled off for a spin
Riding along he approached a tree and suddenly, realized in shock, it was his tree, but finished, 
exactly as he had imagined, beautiful with every leaf unique on its great branches
As he gazed in wonder, he saw that some of the most beautiful leaves on the tree “were seen 
to have been produced in collaboration with Mr. Parish: there was no other way of 
putting it.”
He realized that all the while that he was bothered by his neighbor’s interruptions, it was 
those interruptions that made his life’s work such a masterpiece of art 
It is a wonderful little story, and one that can help us approach our passage today
You see, we are designed by God to live life together with others, and in fact, you cannot reach 
your full potential without the contribution of others in your life 
When God said in PP Genesis 1:26, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness.”, we 
learn that we are created in His image and that image is ‘us’, and ‘our’ 
We are meant to live in community, and yet, community is what we usually do least well
Most of us are like another of Tolkien’s characters, Bilbo Baggins, who said to those gathered to 
celebrate his 111th birthday, PP “I don't know half of you half as well as I should like; 
and I like less than half of you half as well as you deserve.” 
Niggle’s tree needed Mr Parish, and Mr Parish contributed what made Niggle’s work so good
We’re about to see that we are to ‘encourage one another’ so let’s discover what it means to 
encourage one another, why we are to learn how to do this, and how to do it well
PP 1-What it means to encourage one another

PP “And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, not neglecting to 
meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another…” Heb. 10:23-25 
Hebrews is an incredible letter, but unfortunately many Christians avoid it
Hebrews was written to help people persevere in faith, for falling away was a problem in the	
early church as it is in today’s
PP “Therefore we must pay much closer attention to what we have heard, lest we drift away
from it.”	Hebrews 2:1 
PP “Take care, brothers, lest there be in any of you an evil, unbelieving heart, leading you to
fall away from the living God.”	Hebrews 3:12
PP “ For we have come to share in Christ, if indeed we hold our original confidence firm to
the end.”	Hebrews 3:14 
PP “Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside
every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the race
that is set before us”		Hebrews 12:1
PP “Consider him who endured from sinners such hostility against himself, so that you may
not grow weary or fainthearted.”  	Hebrews 12:3
We must not drift away, or fall away from God, holding to our faith to the end of our lives, 
running this race with endurance knowing that Jesus our example did the same 
But what Hebrews does so convincingly is it teaches us that we cannot do this alone
The key is that we all learn to be ‘encouraging one another’ 10:25

That alone doesn’t help us greatly, because we really need to know what that means
PP In plain English, encouraging means to breathe courage into someone
The word really comes into its own however when we learn that PP encouraging is the Greek 
word, Parakaleo, which means to call or come alongside to help
It is a word for people who are stuck, stuck in fear, stuck in misery, stuck in suffering
If a ship was broken down at sea, they would raise a flag and a passing ship would come along 
and tie up to help make repairs, or if not possible, tow it to a harbor
Just before a battle the general would ride on his horse from soldier to soldier, reminding them of 
their training, reminding them who they fought for
Both of these is parakaleo, encouragement, and we are to breathe courage into each other
That is what we are to do, but PP 2-Why are we to do it?

There is a strong admonition given here for us to be PP “encouraging one another, and 
all the more as you see the Day drawing near.”  10:25
The ‘Day’ that is drawing near is the return of Jesus and we are given several exhortations
We are to ‘stir up one another’: PP “And let us consider how to stir up one another to 
love and good works”  24 
‘Stir up’ is one word in the Greek and that word is paroxysm which means a sudden, powerful 
expression of an emotion  
We are to consider, constantly be thinking how we can stimulate a strong desire in each other to 
love well, and to do good to each other
There is an old prayer that goes, PP “Lord, comfort the afflicted and afflict the comfortable?”
In both cases you find people who are stuck, and sometimes you need to put your arm around 
their shoulders, in other cases you need to spur them on to get them moving
Tolkien wrote Leaf by Niggle to express his own struggle for he was a terrible procrastinator, 
taking over a decade to write and getting so easily distracted
His good friend C.S. Lewis said, “[Tolkien has] no harm in him: only needs a smack or so.”
He would give that smack in loving criticism of his writing, and Tolkien did the same for Lewis’
In fact, it is doubtful that either Lord of the Rings, or Chronicles of Narnia would exist if not for 	
the ability in each to both comfort and afflict, encourage and stir up each other to write

We are to stir each other up to love and good works, but that stirring happens as we are PP ‘not 
neglecting to meet together’ (25), which meant gathering together to worship God
There is a concerning trend that is happening post-Covid which is that scores of people who love 
God, appreciate the Church, and even serve in the church, are attending less often
The reasons are many, like kids sports activities, more blended families, online options, and more
The overall issue, I believe, is exactly what Jesus said would happen as a sign of the end of the 
age: PP “And because lawlessness will be increased, the love of many will grow cold.” 
Matthew 24:12 
It is hard to disagree I think, that we are witnessing the rise of lawlessness, and with it the 
dimming of love, love for God in worship, love for each other in the church
Worshiping God together with His people is just not that important to many within the church
The opposite should be happening and I say that not to pad the church attendance records
It is vital that we meet together, stirring up one another with passionate efforts in order to help 
each other hold on to the confession of our faith, and this will become more critical
There might be a cynic here-there usually is-who is thinking right now, I made it this far without 
help from others, I can make it the rest of the way
There are two concerns in that which are: things are only starting to get more difficult for 
Christians in our country and also, I would ask you if your walk with God is actually that 
which He desires
I would boldly tell you that your walk with God cannot be what He desires if you are not 
regularly meeting for worship, serving the body of Christ with faithfulness, or stirring 
others up and encouraging them  

PP 3-How are we to do this?

We must stir each other up to love and good works, and sometimes that means we go to a brother 
or sister and say, You are not loving well, you have not forgiven, you are holding a grudge
It might be urgently pleading with someone to trust God in the storm, to not give up on Him
It might to exhort a fellow believer to serve faithfully, to turn from sin
Whatever it is, each Christian has this responsibility, but how do we learn to do this well?
I will tell you over and over of the secret to loving like Jesus, and it is clear and simple, but the 
majority of Christians have missed it
You must be changed from the inside out, so you have the desire to do what God wants you to do
How that change happens is too simple for sophisticated, pragmatic, modern Christians
It’s too mystical, there aren’t steps to it, goals with guidelines, so surely it cannot be the answer
But it is the answer and here it is: PP “And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of 
the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to 
another.”  2 Corinthians 3:18 
Behold the glory of Jesus, consider Him, fix your thoughts on the Son of God, pursue Him with 
diligence, know Him from the revealed Word of God, and you will change inside out
And we can apply this quite easily from our passage for look what Hebrews just said to us
PP “Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the holy places by the blood of 
Jesus, by the new and living way that he opened for us through the curtain, that is, 
through his flesh, and since we have a great priest over the house of God, let us draw 
near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from 
an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water.” Hebrews 10:19-22 
Christian, look what you have…continual access to your Heavenly Father through Jesus
Pray, let the Father breathe courage into you, and you’ll have courage to breathe into others
Look at Jesus, your great priest who welcomes weak, struggling sinners to come to Him
He took on Himself your sins and received God’s judgment and wrath, so you won’t have to
Here is what you get because of Jesus: a declaration that you are righteous as if you lived the 
perfect life of Jesus never having sinned
As you behold Jesus, your confidence in your forgiveness obliterates your sense of shame and 
failure, your conscience will beat you up less and less
It is in seeing the love of Jesus that you will know how great God’s love is for you, and it will set  
you free from fear, from despair, and breathe courage into you, holding you steadfast
You cannot give to others what you do not possess
So be encouraged Christian, worship regularly with each other, and move toward each other, 
stirring each other up to love and good works, encouraging each other all the more in our 
increasingly lawless, love-grown-cold world as the return of Jesus presses nearer 
Niggle needed his Mr Parish, Tolkien his Lewis, and we need each other!
Let’s pray



