
Three year old Emilie looked across the table at her mom and said very
seriously, "Jesus wouldn't like the way you're speaking to me right now."

That, believe it or not, was the wrong thing to say.

Discipline ain't fun.

But good discipline is an excellent tool to teach, guide, and reveal.

When God disciplines us, it is (#1) an indicator from God to us of our
relationship (good dads discipline their kids), and (#2) it points us again
towards holiness, and being more like our Heavenly Dad.

Children of God pursue holiness. It's not what saves us (that's grace
alone, thank goodness!), but it is what drives us - being more like our
Father every day. 
When children of God begin to be more like their Father - through
discipline, time spent with Him and His Word, living in honest community,
etc. - things change. Churches change. Families change. Neighborhoods
change. Lives change.

real men cry for holiness.



Hebrews 12:10-11
For our earthly fathers disciplined us for a few years, doing the best they
knew how. But God’s discipline is always good for us, so that we might
share in his holiness. No discipline is enjoyable while it is happening—
it’s painful! But afterward there will be a peaceful harvest of right living
for those who are trained in this way. 

Hebrews 12:14-15
Work at living in peace with everyone, and work at living a holy life, for
those who are not holy will not see the Lord. Look after each other so
that none of you fails to receive the grace of God. Watch out that no
poisonous root of bitterness grows up to trouble you, corrupting many.

Colossians 3:1-11
Since you have been raised to new life with Christ, set your sights on the
realities of heaven, where Christ sits in the place of honor at God’s right
hand. 2 Think about the things of heaven, not the things of earth. 3 For
you died to this life, and your real life is hidden with Christ in God. 4 And
when Christ, who is your life, is revealed to the whole world, you will
share in all his glory. 5 So put to death the sinful, earthly things lurking
within you. Have nothing to do with sexual immorality, impurity, lust, and
evil desires. Don’t be greedy, for a greedy person is an idolater,
worshiping the things of this world. 6 Because of these sins, the anger of
God is coming. 7 You used to do these things when your life was still
part of this world. 8 But now is the time to get rid of anger, rage,
malicious behavior, slander, and dirty language. 9 Don’t lie to each
other, for you have stripped off your old sinful nature and all its wicked
deeds. 10 Put on your new nature, and be renewed as you learn to know
your Creator and become like him. 11 In this new life, it doesn’t matter if
you are a Jew or a Gentile, circumcised or uncircumcised, barbaric,
uncivilized, slave, or free. Christ is all that matters, and he lives in all of
us.

In the bible.



1.) Unpack Hebrews 12:14-15. 
2.) What else sticks out to you in the verses above?
3.) What is "holiness" and why is it important to the life of a Christian?
4.) How does one pursue holiness without falling into "holier than thou"
mentality?
5.) How will you pursue holiness this week?

TAKE TEN:

- How did you see God work in your life this week?

- What has God been teaching you in His Word? 

- What kind of conversations are you having with your pre-Christian
friends? 

- What good can you do around here? (in your life/circumstance)

- How can we help you in prayer and what do you want us to ask you
about next week?

Whenever you read the Bible, ask yourself these three questions: 
1. What does this tell you about God? 
2. What does this tell you about yourself and the world? 
3. How is this going to change who you are and how you live?

Questions.


