
 

STEPS to reading your Bible. 
Setting 
Text 
Explanation 
Practice 
Sharing 
–__________ DATE: 6/19/22 

TEXT: Mark 9:30-42 
TITLE: Lesson from His Journey to Jerusalem Pt. 7

                          
 

Setting 
This week we get the second of three predictions by Jesus of his impending suffering, 
death, and resurrection.  Jesus wants his disciples (and us) to rightly understand the 
nature of discipleship, namely that we cannot follow Jesus well if we misunderstand 
either who he is or what he is doing, and–of course–our response to these truths.   
In our verses this week we notice a pattern emerging that we will see again when we 
come to the third and final prediction in Mark 10, namely that when Jesus teaches about 
his suffering and death, it is met with either complete rejection or personal elevation, 
instead of self-denial and the taking up of one’s cross (Mark 8:34). In short, Jesus is 
teaching again about his mission because both the understanding of it, as well as, the 
disciple’s response to it, were entirely wrong… as is often the case for us! 

 
Text:   

• Mark 9:30-32 
o The second prediction.  Notice the differences between the first and 

second predictions. 
• Mark 9:33-34 

o For the second time, the disciples are responding to Jesus’ teaching 
regarding his impending suffering, death, and resurrection with complete 
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misunderstanding.  They are arguing about whom–among them–would 
be the greatest. 

• Mark 9:35-37 
o Jesus teaches them in response to their utter misunderstanding.   

§ Note the italics sentence below for further insight into Jesus’ 
illustration with a child. 

• Mark 9:38-42 
o Here we are introduced to an unknown exorcist. 
o Notice that John attempts to stop him from doing what they were 

chastised for failing to do (Mark 9:14-19). 
o V. 42 illustrates the nature of the kingdom as being in stark contrast to 

how kingdoms are understood in the world. 

Explanation 
 
Jesus endeavors to teach his disciples what it means to follow him, which must include 
the nature of God’s kingdom and how we must reject our sinful tendencies to elevate 
ourselves; something that is in accordance with worldly kingdoms.  In verses 36-37, 
Jesus uses a child to illustrate this.  It is important to note that in the ancient world, 
children were seen very differently than today.  Sadly, both women and children were 
seen as having no societal status apart from either their father or husband.  Thus, Jesus 
is charging the disciples (and us), to embrace what the world sees as the least.   

 
Practice––Drawn from Explanation 
 
Explanation never changes.   Practice can and often does have a personal dynamic.  

Remember this formula:  Practice is Explanation applied. 
 

Sharing Questions 
 

1. Read Mark 8:31 and Mark 9:31. Compare and contrast. 
2. Read Mark 8:34 and Mark 9:35. Compare and contrast. 
3. Go back and read the italicized sentence about under the Explanation section 

and discuss.  How does it change your understanding of what Jesus is teaching? 
4. Read Mark 9:38-41.  Discuss how Jesus responds to his disciples regarding this 

unknown exorcist and how that translates to how we sometimes tend to view 
believers in other Christian traditions.   

a. Please keep in mind that question four requires sound discernment.  We 
must embrace our brothers and sisters who worship in other contexts and 
traditions without ever compromising the centrality of scripture.   


