Red Letters Series / 13: Great Commission (Mothers Day) / May 11, 2025

So, it’s Mother’s Day! How cool is that! Now, there may be some of you guys with a wife who wants you to do something special for them today. So, maybe you can do what Ben Webb did – you know, the big guy who is kicking me out of my office. Anyway, Christina asked Ben, “Why don’t you treat me like you did when we were first dating!?” So … Ben took her to dinner and a movie... Then he dropped her off at her parents’ house. … He’s young.

Anyway, how many of you guys have heard of “dad jokes”? … If your hand is not up, you’re lying like a dog. Anyway, have you ever heard of “Mom Jokes”? It is a legit genre. Google it and you get all these websites. I thought a couple might be appropriate for Mothers Day.
· Here’s one: Good moms let their kids lick the beaters. Great moms turn them off first.
· Or, Being a mother of a teenager is finally understanding why some animals eat their young.
· Or, My mom used to have a fear of hurdles. But she got over it.
· Or, My mom went to the store to buy a camouflage jacket. But she couldn't find one.
· How about this one: If a kid refuses to nap, is he guilty of resisting a rest?
· Or, What did mommy spider say to baby spider? You spend too much time on the web.
· And finally: When the first child eats dirt, mom calls the doctor. When the second child eats dirt, mom cleans out their mouth. When the third child eats dirt, mom wonders if she still needs to make lunch. … … I have more!
Now … you may not know that for some ladies Mothers Day is really, really hard. In fact, some ladies skip church on Mothers Day. And, we get it. Some ladies don’t want to be a mom. Others do want to be, but they are not married, or they are barren. That can be so hard. Or, their families are broken … loveless maybe, prodigals maybe. And Mothers Day kind of stings.  Well, this morning try to look at it this way: most everyone in the room has a mother. There are a few we wonder about, but most everyone … so there is someone every one of us can honor on Mothers Day … if we choose. And, our focus this morning will be way, way bigger than just honoring our moms on Mothers Day. What we are going to drill down on is for all of us. You’ll see.
Let me start here. I want to talk about our “why.” Why Capital City Christian Church? What are we doing, what are we about? Well, it starts here:
· Because … here at CapCity we believe there really is a God. In fact, we believe it takes way too much faith to be an atheist.  We believe there is a Big G, transcendent, all-powerful, all-knowing, eternal, Creator God.
· And … we believe Jesus is the Son of God – God in a bod.  We believe God confirmed that when he raised Jesus from the dead.  So, when Jesus says, “I am THE way to God, I am THE truth of God, and I am THE life you were meant to live,” we buy it!
· So … we believe you need Jesus – YOU NEED JESUS … for now, and for forever. Not just to make you feel better when you’re down.  If Jesus is all about making you happy, and you’re already happy, then you don’t need Jesus. No, we believe you need Jesus because you are a mess – spiritually; you are a sinner, separated from God, without Jesus; and you can’t fix you.
· In fact, we believe we’re not just spiritually broken, or spiritually sick.  Jesus didn’t come to make sick people better, he came to make dead people live.  Which includes all of us.  Do you believe that?  We do!  So, you NEED Jesus … for now, and for forever.
· We also believe that doing life with God, for God, God’s way will make your life better – right now.  Because you were created by God to do life with God, for God, God’s way.  So, when your life just ain’t working right, you need Jesus.
· But it’s way bigger than that.  Because we believe that death is not the end.  We believe that someday you will stand before God and what happens next is all about where you stand with Jesus.  So, you need Jesus … for forever, too.
· And listen guys … here it is: Your kids need Jesus -- desperately.  Your grandkids need Jesus -- desperately.  And that matters more to us than life itself. Your parents, your grandparents, your sisters and brothers … they need Jesus. Your friends, your neighbors … they need Jesus. Your enemies … need Jesus … do you think!  Our world … desperately needs Jesus … more than anything else. Just read the papers, surf the news, spend 15 minutes on any of the social media.  Our world needs Jesus!
This guy named Penn Gilette … you know – the Penn and Teller guy?  He’s an atheist, but here’s what he says.  He says, “If you believe (if you really believe) that there is a Heaven and a Hell, and people could be going to Hell (and we believe that) ... and you think it's not really worth telling them this because it would make it socially awkward, ... how much do you have to hate somebody to not proselytize?  (Not to share Jesus?) How much do you have to hate somebody to believe that everlasting life is possible and not tell them that?” … … Guys, is there anyone close to you that doesn’t know Jesus? A kid maybe? A grandkid? A brother, sister, mom, dad, neighbor, colleague, friend? How much would you have to hate them not to nudge them towards Jesus?

Bottom line, guys: We are broken, sinful creatures. Without Jesus, the choices we all make separate us from God. And, when immersed in our sin we live an empty life in this world, and we face eternal death in the next … without Jesus.  Bottom line, we need his truth. We need his grace. We need his strength, his life, his purpose, his joy, his peace, and his hope. We need Jesus … for now, and for forever. … And guys, that’s our why … here at CapCity. And it has been the “why” of Jesus followers since the day Jesus went back to the Father. … I’ll show you.

Now, you can see our “why” out on the wall in the foyer.  It says, “Go and make Christ-Driven, 24/7 Jesus followers.” (Matthew 28.19) That’s our paraphrase of what is called “The Great Commission” … the Great Commission … given by God to every single Jesus follower for all of time.  Here’s what the verses in Matthew actually say: “Jesus came and told his disciples, “I have been given all authority in heaven and on earth. (all of it!) Therefore, go and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. (And then,) Teach these new disciples to obey all the commands I have given you. And be sure of this: I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” (Matthew 28.18-20)

These are the final words of Jesus to his disciples in the Gospel of Matthew.  This “Red Letters” series Ben and I have been preaching has been about some of the most powerful words of Jesus, and these are some of the biggest. So I’m going to try to unpack them this morning and see what they mean for every single one of us Jesus followers here at CapCity. 

So, here’s the setting. Just like he had predicted, Jesus had been arrested, tried, beaten, and crucified … till he was very, very dead. That was Friday. On Sunday, just like he had predicted, he walked out of his tomb. Blew their minds! That was in Jerusalem. (Matthew 28.11, 16 on screen) After that he told them to go to Galilee … about 100 miles to the north, and there to wait for him. So they did. And then there is this weird little verse. Verse 17: “When they saw him, they worshiped him (no kidding!) — but some of them doubted!” Doubted what! That he was really alive? They couldn’t believe their eyes, maybe? Literally too good to be true, maybe? That he really was … like God? In a bod?! Or maybe, when they saw him at a distance some of them started worshiping … which seems to me to be perfectly appropriate … while others were thinking, “Is it really him?” 

I don’t know. In any case, within minutes Jesus is standing there, in front of them … very, very alive. Days ago he was dead. And he starts with this. He says, “I have been given (… by God) all authority – all authority -- in heaven and on earth.” (Matthew 28.18) In other words, he says: “I am the boss of everything.” In other words, he says, “I am the boss of everyone.” In other words, Jesus says, to every one of us: “I am the boss of you.” Now, do you buy that? Do you buy that personally? Listen guys, it is a staggering claim! It is a claim only worthy of … God! Because on the lips of any man, it is lunacy!

And it is the foundation for the commission that followers. Jesus is about to give us some marching orders. He’s about to give us a mission …. A mission that we are not to blow off. We throw around words like, “Who made you the boss of me?!” Or, “It’s my life! You can’t tell me what to do.” And Jesus is like, “All authority in heaven and on earth … all of it … is mine! The Big G, transcendent, all-powerful, all-knowing, eternal, Creator God … has made me … “Lord.” … To which we respond … “Yes sir!” Do you buy that? Do you do that?

Then he gets to where the rubber hits the road. Here’s what it says in English: Now, “Go and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. (And then) Teach these new disciples to obey all the commands I have given you.” (Matthew 28.19-20) And that is a fine English translation. But Matthew didn’t write these words in English. He wrote them in Greek. And in the Greek this is all one long sentence, with just one main verb. The main verb is “make disciples,” “make disciples.”  That’s the mission. And it’s a mission for all of us … not just a few.  You could translate it, “All you all” make disciples … That’s a real word here in Kentucky: “All you all, all you guys, make disciples.” That’s what this is all about. Jesus says, “I am the boss of everything … now … go make disciples … go make Jesus followers!”

Do you know what a disciple is? In the Greek, the word literally means a learner. But back then it was way more than just a “learner.” It’s not just a person who learns something “about” Jesus. It’s not even somebody who believes “in” Jesus. There are way too many “wussy” disciples in our churches today. A disciple is a Jesus … follower. Someone who tries to follow in the footsteps of our rabbi, our teacher. A disciple wants to see the world through his eyes, to feel like he feels, to think like he thinks, to do like he would do. These aren’t optional “add ons” for “super Christians,” this is what he calls all of us to do: to be … disciples … disciples who make disciples; Jesus followers … who make Jesus followers.  

So, there is one main verb: “make disciples,” and 3 what are called “participles” which kind of tell us how to get it done – “as you go,” “baptizing,” and “teaching.” “As you go (as you do life), make disciples – baptizing them (getting them started in their Jesus following), and teaching them to obey all the commands I have given you (dragging them to heaven). In other words, Jesus says, Do whatever you can to help birth them as Jesus followers, and then help them grow up.
 
Now, I know there are other ways to translate this “as you go.” But I don’t think Jesus is telling every Jesus follower to be a missionary in some far-off place. I think he is telling all of us to take Jesus with us wherever we go … home, to school, to work … wherever. It’s just … who we are and what we do. … Bottom line … if you consider yourself a Jesus follower, and if you accept that Jesus is the boss of you … you know, your Lord … are you doing it? And it’s not just about talking the talk. Do the people you are doing life with “as you go,” can they tell by how you live that you are a Jesus follower down to the pit of your soul? You see, it doesn’t matter what we say if they can’t see it in how we live.

Okay, two more participles: “baptizing,” and “teaching.” “You” baptize, and “you” teach, he says. That’s scary isn’t it? That’s what we pay other people for, right? Guys like Ben and me … Jon, Derek, Erin, Jess, Vern … Now, I love the way we do it here at CapCity, and it’s on purpose. We have done 52 baptisms this year so far. I have only done one. Ben has done several. But altogether 31 of our church family have baptized someone this year. Do you know how cool that is? Moms and dads, brothers and sisters, friends, classmates, neighbors, colleagues … Do you know how cool that is?! We love it when whoever it is that has been used by God to nudge someone towards Jesus, we love it when that person gets to be the one doing the dunking. Why should we pastors have all the fun?

Now, it’s not just about “dunking someone.” I’ve dunked a whole lot of people without “baptizing them.” Julie and I have had swimming pools for years. I used to like dunking people, when I could. But Jesus isn’t just talking about getting someone wet for Jesus.  He’s talking about doing whatever we can to help someone we care about make the most important decision of their life: accepting Jesus as Savior and Lord. Because we believe there is a God, right? And we believe Jesus is the Son of God? And we believe that everyone one of us is broken without Jesus. We believe every person we do life with needs his truth and his grace. … Do you really believe that stuff?

You see, baptism just represents that outer sign of what we’re doing inside … dying to the old, and rising to a new kind of life, receiving his cleansing, and inviting his Holy Spirit to take over inside. Jesus says, “As you do life, wherever you do life, make disciples, make Jesus followers … to begin with, by helping them make that decision to surrender their life to Jesus as their Savior and Lord.

But that’s just the starting line. We’re not done yet! Then he says, “Teach them to obey all the commands I have given you.” (Matthew 28.20) All of them. … Do you know why? Because doing life with God, for God, God’s way will make life better. Do you believe that? It will make their life better. I’m serious: do you get that? If you do, do you see why this is so important for those you say you love? Being a Jesus follower isn’t just about getting baptized and then doing life your way. It isn’t about believing and doing just enough to give you a shot at heaven if there actually happens to be one. It’s about being … being a disciple … a Jesus follower … doing life with God, for God, God’s way … because it’s the best way to live, guys!

Jesus says, “I am the boss of everything.” He says, “And now I am ordering you to make disciples.” Not because he is a control freak. You see, our Creator actually thinks this the best way to live, it is what he created us for. He says, “Wherever you are, whatever else you may be doing, you are a recruiter. Help people get started in their Jesus following, and then do whatever you can to keep dragging them to heaven.” Hence … our mission, our Great Commission.

Now, let’s get to where the rubber hits the road. Three applications of this Great Commission for this church family on Mothers Day. Application #1: This is for those of you who have had the honor of baptizing someone, or who will … because, guys, there is no greater honor!  We are doing something a little different this year at CapCity. We should have been doing it all along, but … bottom line … we didn’t think of it.  We messed up. But here’s what we are doing. We are not only sending letters to those who have been baptized this year, we are also sending letters to those doing the baptizing.  Because … their job is just starting.  You see, baptizing is the fun part. What is perhaps even more important is what comes next.  The fact that they are the ones doing the baptism proves they have been a positive influence for Jesus. But now it’s time to pivot to “teaching these new disciples to obey all the commands Jesus has given us” … the dragging them to heaven part.

I want to read you a couple paragraphs of the letter we are sending out to our baptizers.  I hope you get this letter someday. Here it is: 

“Thank you for the incredible role you've played in someone's spiritual journey. What an honor to be able to baptize someone! Baptism is such a sacred and joyful moment -- publicly declaring a new life in Christ—and you were the one standing with them as they took that step of faith. 

But, as you know, the journey doesn't end at the water. In many ways, it’s just beginning. The time after baptism can be especially fragile — it is a new beginning, but also a time of spiritual vulnerability, doubts, and temptation. Those first months and years are so very critical! 

That’s why your influence matters even more now. God used you to help bring someone this far, and He can continue to use you as a steady presence in their growth. Walk with them. Speak life into them. Keep showing up. We were never meant to do this alone. In fact, the Christian life is one long, grace-filled struggle where -- we like to say -- we drag each other to heaven. 

So keep dragging. Keep praying, encouraging, and pointing them back to Jesus. You don’t have to have all the answers—just a willing heart and a persistent love. Let’s not just celebrate the moment—let’s invest in the journey.”

You buy that? Now, you’re not going to have to do it alone. That’s where a church family comes in. We’ll try to help with the teaching part, as best we can. But it’s on you too: baptizing them and teaching them to do life with God, for God, God’s way.  And listen … listen: your most powerful teaching will not be with words, it’ll be your example, your model, your commitment to doing life with God, for God, God’s way. In fact, unless they see you being a serious Jesus follower, they probably won’t listen to a word you say.  

Okay, #1: The application of this Great Commission to our baptizers. #2: The application of this Great Commission to you … parents, and grandparents. Here it I -- moms, dads, grandparents: your first job, your most important job, is to do whatever you can to nudge your kids towards Jesus. Do you understand that? There is nothing, absolutely nothing, more important … if indeed there is a God, and Jesus is the Son of God. Now, I know, you won’t be able to force your kids to make good decisions, (I wish we could), but you can give them their best chance to choose Jesus as their Lord and Savior. That’s your prime directive, as a parent. 

You will have other goals as a parent. We want our kids to be healthy. We hope they will be financially secure. We want them to be well-liked. We hope they will be successful as students, athletes maybe, whatever else brings a spark to their eyes. But all of that stuff is trivial, it’s trifling, it’s insignificant compared to their relationship with Jesus. Do you get that? Do you live that way?

Guys, I have kids, and grandkids … and I cannot express how precious they are to me. I want them to have a great life here on earth, and  … and … I want them to spend eternity loving God, and being loved on by God.  Isn’t that what you want for your kids, and grandkids?  Now, I won’t be able to choose Jesus for them … unfortunately.  They’ll have to make that call themselves.  But I will be an influence on them … whether for good or for bad.  And my most powerful influence on them will not be in what I say to them, it will be my model.  How will they see me do life … and how will they see me finish?  You see, how I do life is not just about me … me and God.  It’s also about Aubrey, and Kaden, and Jaxon, and Steven, and Morgan … Andy and Alathea, Tommy and Monica … Julie.  I cannot imagine an eternity without any one of them.  So, I want to be willing do whatever I can to drag them to heaven with me.  Wouldn’t you?

If you are a normal parent, or grandparent, I suspect you wish you could go back and undo some of the things you have done. And, if you are a Jesus follower, I suspect that when you are dying, and looking back, there will be nothing more important to you than how those we love are doing with God. And yet, too often, we don’t live like that’s the most important thing. Our lives become so self-absorbed. And too often we cater to our kids living lives that are so self-absorbed. Guys, your goal as a Jesus following parent is to see your kids baptized, and learning to obey all that Jesus commanded.  Because it is right, and it is the best way to live, and we don’t want anything less for our kids. 

Listen, guys, if you believe there is a God, and if you believe Jesus is the Son of God, and if you believe he is the way, the truth, and the life … just like he claimed to be … listen: How much would you have to hate your kid, or your grandkid, not to do whatever you can to nudge them towards Jesus? What could possibly be more important to you as a parent?  And guys, they won’t listen to your words unless they see it in your actions. Are you showing them what a genuine Jesus follower looks like? Let’s get it done!

Great Commission application point #1: our baptizers. Application point #2: our parents, and grandparents.  Application point #3: our grads … and all the rest of us.  In a few weeks, or perhaps months, most of our grads are going to be facing one of the biggest decisions of their lives. No pressure now. No parents nagging. No friends waiting, maybe. It’s Sunday morning … are you going to make weekly worship part of your life, or not. Monday, Tuesday … the rest of the week … are you going to make doing life with God, for God, God’s way the centerpiece of your life … or not.  You see, it’s your choice now. What’s it going to be? Jesus said, “All authority in heaven and earth is mine … I’m your boss … I’m your Lord.  Now go make disciples.” So, are you going to do it?  

You’ll have a lot of dreams: marriage, maybe; a job, maybe; freedom; money; fun … But do you understand that as a Jesus follower all those dreams are trivial compared to your #1 job: to live as a Jesus follower and to nudge others to do the same?  You see, you will be entering a season of life where you will be tempted to marginalize Jesus. And it will be at a time in your life when your support system will be changing. You will have to choose, or our world will choose for you. … It’s going to be tough, because, for most of you, you have been able to live a rather self-absorbed life. Now you will have to choose: “Is it my life” or, “Is it his.” … What’s your call?

And that will impact how you influence the others you will do life with …as you go. And here it is, guys: If you really believe there is a God, and that Jesus is the Son of God, and that everyone one of us needs Jesus for now and for forever … Listen: how much would you have to hate those you are doing life with not to nudge them towards Jesus? How much would you have to hate your girlfriend or your boyfriend, your roommates, your classmates, the guys you work with, serve with … not to nudge them towards Jesus? Listen: Those you do life with are not there for your pleasure, they are his. And listen, guys: your primary influence will not be in what you say. It will be in who you are, and what you do.  Be a disciple, guys. Be Jesus followers. It’s the best gift you can give anyone you care about.  …

All right, guys, this commission is for all of us. In fact, to be a Jesus follower means we accept this commission. So … put some faces to it. Who are you doing life with right now that you flat-out love that needs Jesus? Or, who are you doing life with that you should flat-out love … that needs Jesus ? Bottom line … are you nudging them towards Jesus? And if they are already Jesus followers, are you doing whatever you can to drag them to heaven?  Are you? There people in your life who are broken … hurting. There people in your life who are pursuing some lesser dream, some lesser god. And … And … Do you understand that you are, right now, making disciples. The question is, disciples of what, disciples of whom? You are dragging the people in your life somewhere. Are you dragging them towards Jesus? Come on, guys!

Jesus closes off this Great Commission with this promise. He says, “Be sure of this: I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” Which means, he is with us, right here, right now. In fact, that’s one way we know this commission is for all of us. Because all those original disciples are dead now. He’s telling us, right here at CapCity: “I know it’s going to be hard sometimes; I know it’s going to be lonely sometimes; but you will never be alone, and I’ll always give you the strength to get it done … if you let me. So will you let him help you get it done?

Guys … you have a purpose for your life. and you can make a difference.  How cool is that! Let’s get it done.

Invitation …
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