
Pastor Pat Mize                                                                                                                                                                    January 4th, 2026 

 
Scriptures from New International Version unless noted 

 
 
 
 
 
He has made everything beautiful in its time. He has also set eternity in the human heart; yet no one can fathom 
what God has done from beginning to end.  

Ecclesiastes 3:11 
 

We do not want you to become lazy, but to imitate those who through faith and patience inherit what has been 
promised. 

Hebrews 6:12 
 

Phase 1: ___________________ 
 
The LORD had said to Abram, “Go from your country, your people and your father’s household to the land I will 
show you. I will make you into a great nation, and I will bless you; I will make your name great, and you will be a 
blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth will be 
blessed through you.”  

Genesis 12:1-3 
 

Phase 2: ___________________ 
 
So Abram went, as the LORD had told him; and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five years old when he set 
out from Harran. 

Genesis 12:4 
 

Phase 3: ___________________ 
 
 

When you thank God for something after it happens, that’s _________________. 
When you thank God for something before it happens, that’s ____________. 

 
 
But if we look forward to something we don’t yet have, we must wait patiently and confidently 

Romans 8:25 NLT 
 

Phase 4: ___________________ 
 
Abraham never wavered in believing God’s promise. In fact, his faith grew stronger, and in this he brought glory 
to God. He was fully convinced that God is able to do whatever he promises. 

Romans 4:20-21 NLT 
 
 
 

New Year, Still Waiting 



 
Some time later God tested Abraham. He said to him, “Abraham!” “Here I am,” he replied. Then God said, “Take 
your son, your only son, whom you love—Isaac—and go to the region of Moriah. Sacrifice him there as a burnt 
offering on a mountain I will show you.” Early the next morning Abraham got up and loaded his donkey. He took 
with him two of his servants and his son Isaac. When he had cut enough wood for the burnt offering, he set out for 
the place God had told him about. On the third day Abraham looked up and saw the place in the distance. He said 
to his servants, “Stay here with the donkey while I and the boy go over there. We will worship and then we will 
come back to you.” 

Genesis 22:1-5 
 
 

We may be concerned with outcome, but God is concerned with character. 
 
 

Phase 5: ___________________ 
 
We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about the troubles we experienced in the province of 
Asia. We were under great pressure, far beyond our ability to endure, so that we despaired of life itself. Indeed, we 
felt we had received the sentence of death. But this happened that we might not rely on ourselves but on God, who 
raises the dead. 

2 Corinthians 1:8-9 
 

Phase 6: ___________________ 
 
Jesus replied, “What is impossible with man is possible with God.” 

Luke 18:27 
 
When they reached the place God had told him about, Abraham built an altar there and arranged the wood on it. He 
bound his son Isaac and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. Then he reached out his hand and took the knife 
to slay his son. But the angel of the LORD called out to him from heaven, “Abraham! Abraham!” “Here I am,” he 
replied. “Do not lay a hand on the boy,” he said. “Do not do anything to him. Now I know that you fear God, 
because you have not withheld from me your son, your only son.” Abraham looked up and there in a thicket he 
saw a ram caught by its horns. He went over and took the ram and sacrificed it as a burnt offering instead of his 
son. 

Genesis 22:9-13 
 
And because of Abraham’s faith, God counted him as righteous. And when God counted him as righteous, it 
wasn’t just for Abraham’s benefit. It was recorded for our benefit, too, assuring us that God will also count us as 
righteous if we believe in him, the one who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead. He was handed over to die 
because of our sins, and he was raised to life to make us right with God.  

Romans 4:22-25 NLT 
 


