
Life Group Notes  Series: Heaven   

Week of June 28 – July 4 
Message Title: “How Should We Then Live?” 
Message Date: June 28, 2020 
 
Progress of the Heart  
Each week we will have a brief review of last week’s material as well as sharing what was learned 
in the “Taking it to heart” which are personal reflections for the week following our last study.  
It was suggested last week to ask God to open your eyes to see is Hgoodness and love in the midst of 
trials and struggles. If this was done, share how your week was with these thoughts. 
 
Memory Verse:  
“Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is, seated 
at the right hand of God.” Colossians 3:1 
 
Talking it Through  
Key Verse(s): 2 Peter 3:11-14; Colossians 3:1; Hebrews 6:11-12 
 
Introduction:  
From the start, my prayer has been that through this series the concept of fear of the end will 
be reduced and that we will have a hopeful view of death and a more meaningful focus on our 
lives for the here and now. 
Hopefully you know more about what awaits after death than you did before the series. And 
with new truth always comes new responsibility. As we conclude this series on Heaven, the 
focus is not so much about what is to become, but more of how we are to live with these new 
truths. 
 
Every thought of Heaven should move our hearts toward God, just as every thought of God will 
move our hearts toward Heaven. Heaven is not an idol that competes with God; it is a lens by 
which we see God more clearly. If Heaven fills our hearts and minds, God will fill our hearts and 
minds. 
 
Thinking of Heaven inevitably leads to pursuing holiness. It’s when our minds drift from Jesus 
and Heaven, that sin seems attractive. Thinking of Heaven and the New Earth will motivate us 
to live each day in profound thankfulness to God and lead us to an eternity with the Lord we 
love and the family and friends we cherish. Our experiences on the New Earth will be far better 
than the best we have experienced on this earth. 
 
While we can expect to experience disappointments in this life, the life that awaits us in Heaven 
is filled with excitement, adventure, and fulfilled dreams. One misconception about Heaven is 
that it will be boring. The truth is that our imaginative and exciting God created the beauty, 
splendor, and majesty in the present world for us to explore and enjoy. Everything that we 
currently love about this creation will be renewed again on the New Earth. Not only that, but 
God also created us with the capacity to do the same things that He set in our hearts to dream. 
Certainly, we will not find ourselves bored! 
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Group Discussion:  
1. Read Hebrews 11:16. What do you anticipate most about Heaven and how do you think it 

will help to move your heart toward God? 
 

2. What reasons does Colossians 3:1-4 give for why we should be focused on Heaven? 
 

3. According to Galatians 6:7-10; 2 Peter 3:11-14; 1 John 3:3; Philippians 3:13-14 and Hebrews 12:28, 
what are some ways in which we can prepare now for eternal life in Heaven?  
 

4. Letting Heaven fill our thoughts means putting Heaven’s priorities into daily practice as we 
focus on eternity. How can we do this according to Philippians 4:8-9 and Colossians 3:12-15? 
 

5. Randy Alcorn said, “We can be genuinely excited about Heaven ... that is part of being 
genuinely excited about God because Heaven is God’s home that he is preparing for us'’ 
Read Ecclesiastes 3:11. What is set in the hearts of men? Who set it there and what does this 
suggest to you about the appropriateness of our longing for Heaven? 
 

6. Read Hebrews 10:23-25. Why does properly preparing for Heaven involve being part of a church now? 
 

7. Sadly, many Christians store up most of their treasures on earth so that every day they move 
closer to death, they move farther from their treasures. As per Matthew 6:20-21 we should 
store up our treasures in Heaven so the closer we are to death the closer we are to our 
treasures. As we spend our lives heading toward our treasurer by making daily choices to 
honor God, we will have reason to rejoice. 
What choices are you making today that put your treasures in Heaven? 
 

8. In what ways has this study challenged you or given you comfort? Is there an area where you 
need to trust God more? How can your small group help you do this? 
 

9. In closing this study Randy Alcorn said, “Our adventures don’t end in this life. The greatest 
adventures are ahead of us. The best is yet to come.” 
What long awaited adventure do you anticipate experiencing in Heaven? 
 

Group Prayer:  
As you wrap up this final session of the Heaven study, pray that the Lord would bring clarity to 
your mind and peace to your heart on issues that you may still have questions. 
Thank God for the revelation that He has given you during this series about His wonderful new 
creation that is to come. 
 
Taking it to Heart (Personal Reflection) 
Filling our thoughts with Heaven requires that we first realize that our real life is Christ and to 
surrender ourselves to Him. Spend a few minutes each day reflecting on your own life. Is Christ 
your life, or is he just a part of it? Ask God to reveal to you any area(s) that you may be holding 
back and surrender them to Him.  


