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Life Group Questions
PARABLES
The Mustard Seed
Luke 13:18-19

Discussion Questions 💬
In Luke 13:18-19, Jesus compares the kingdom of God to a mustard seed that grows into a tree where birds can nest. What do you think Jesus meant when he said we shouldn't despise small beginnings?
· Pastor Matt explained that a mustard seed is only 1-2 millimeters in size but can grow into a 10-12 foot tree. Jesus used this tiny seed to show how God's kingdom starts small but becomes something expansive that can provide shelter and rest for others.
· What 'small beginning' in your own life might God want to use for something bigger? How can you be faithful in that small thing this week?
Pastor Matt talked about the difference between the quantity of our faith versus the quality of our faith. What's the difference, and why does it matter?
· When Jesus said faith the size of a mustard seed can move mountains, he wasn't talking about having a tiny amount of faith. He was talking about having genuine trust in God rather than functional unbelief - trusting God like we trust our laundry detergent to do its job.
· Think about an area of your life where you struggle to trust God. How can you move from 'functional unbelief' to genuine trust in that situation?
The sermon mentioned that in God's kingdom, we're responsible for planting seeds but God is responsible for the growth. How does this take pressure off us when sharing our faith or serving others?
· Pastor Matt explained that farmers plant and cultivate, but they can't make plants grow bigger or stronger - only God controls the actual growth. Similarly, we're called to be faithful in planting spiritual seeds, but we don't have to worry about forcing results.
· Where in your life have you been trying to control outcomes instead of just being faithful to plant seeds? How can you release that control to God?
The early church started with just 120 people in the upper room but grew to impact the whole world. How does this encourage you about what God can do through small groups or individual efforts today?
· Pastor Matt reminded us that on Pentecost, 120 faithful people received the Holy Spirit, Peter preached, and 3,000 people came to faith. Now over 2,000 years later, the church is thriving globally - all from that small beginning.
· What 'small' contribution could you make to God's kingdom this week? How might starting with gratitude and surrender help you take that first step?
Prayer 🙏
· Begin by sharing any personal prayer requests from the group.
· Ask God to help us appreciate and nurture small beginnings as pathways to growth.
· Pray for the quality of our faith to be genuine and deeply rooted.
·  Seek guidance in being a part of God's kingdom work in our everyday lives.
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