
HymnsHymns......Help, Hope and HealingHelp, Hope and Healing



[ Story Behind The Hymn ]

Read Between The Lines
And Can It Be That I 

Should Gain
Charles Wesley (1707 – 1788) was an En-
glish leader of the Methodist movement, 
most widely known for writing about 6,500 
hymns. 

Wesley was born in Epworth, Lincolnshire, 
the son of Anglican cleric and poet Samu-
el Wesley and his wife Susanna. He was a 
younger brother of Methodist founder John 
Wesley and Anglican cleric Samuel Wesley 
the Younger, and he became the father of 
musician Samuel Wesley and grandfather 
of musician Samuel Sebastian Wesley.

“And Can It Be” was written in 1738 to cel-
ebrate Wesley’s conversion, which he re-
garded as having taken place on 21 May of 
that year. The lines “My chains fell off, my 
heart was free/I rose, went forth, and fol-
lowed thee” are based on the story of the 
Liberation of Saint Peter in the New Tes-
tament. 

“And Can It Be That I Should Gain” is also 
the source for the 2003 song “You Are My 
King (Amazing Love)” which reached No. 1 
on the Billboard Christian songs chart.

As a result of Charles Wesley’s enduring 
hymnody, the Gospel Music Association 
recognized his musical contributions to the 
art of gospel music in 1995 by listing his 
name in the Gospel Music Hall of Fame.

Source Excerpts taken from Wikipedia
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And Can It Be That I Should Gain
Luke 23:32-43

John 1:16, From the fullness of his grace we have all received one blessing after another. 
Revelation 22:21,  May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with God’s people. Amen.

Luke 23:39-40, One of the criminals who hung there hurled insults at him. “Aren’t you the Christ? 
Save yourself and us!” But the other criminal rebuked him. “Don’t you fear God?” he said. “Since 
you are under the same sentence, we are punished justly for what we are getting and what our 
deeds deserve. But this man has done nothing wrong.” Then he said to Jesus, “Remember me 
when you come into your kingdom.” And Jesus answered, “I tell you the truth, today you will be 
with me in paradise.”
Gestas = to complain

Dismas = sunset

Grace Happens When…
1. You are guilty 
Romans 6:14, For sin shall no longer be your master, because you are not under the law, but 
under grace.

2. You are weak 
2 Corinthians 12:9-10, But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made 
perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that 
Christ’s power may rest on me. That is why, for Christ’s sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, 
in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am strong.

3. You are humble 
James 4:6, But he gives us grace, more grace. That is why the scripture says, “God opposes the 
proud. But gives grace to the humble.”

4. You quit 
Ephesians 2:8-10, For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from 
yourselves, it is the gift of God— not by works, so that no one can boast. For we are God’s handi-
work, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do. 

5. You suffer 
1 Peter 5:10-11, And the God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory in Christ, after you 
have suffered a little while, will himself restore you and make you strong, firm and steadfast. 11 
To him be the power for ever and ever. Amen.

Grace = Getting what you don’t deserve

Mercy not Merit

Grace happens when you ask for it. @pinecastleumc

Post this to your Facebook and Twitter to 
help share the gospel with your friends.

[ Weekly Devotion Questions ]
 Hymmm...

1. What is keeping you from receiving God’s grace?
2. When you feel weak, do you remember to let God carry 
your burdens? 

3. Describe a time when you were proud when you should 
have been humble.
4. What challenges make you want to quit?


