
THE CHALLENGE 

FOR GOD’S _____________ HONOR EVEN THE 
______________________________ 

1. Identify the excuse you’re using. 
2. Act honorably instead. 

3. Entrust God with the outcome. 

ON YOUR OWN 
Answer these questions this week to reflect and go deeper. 

TALK IT OVER with friends right now, using the  
questions highlighted in bold.  

1. Where have you seen a decision made based on what 
someone wants then justified with reasons? 
 
 

2. Review the Biblical perspective on authority. What 
aspect is most impactful to you?  
 
 

3. Review 1 Peter 2:13a. In what situation is it most difficult 
for you to apply this principle? How would entrusting 
the outcome to God help? 
 
 

4. Pray and ask the Lord to show you what you need to know 
and what you need to do in response to what you’ve heard 
and read this week. Write here what comes to mind. Share 
your answer with your group if appropriate. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

IN YOUR GROUP 
In your Cornerstone Community group this week, discuss your 
answers to the ON YOUR OWN questions. In a one-hour online 
group session, you might spend a 10-15 minutes catching up, 
40 minutes talking through the discussion questions above, and 
15-20 minutes praying for one another and planning ways the 
group can meet needs and serve others. 
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CONNECT AT CORNERSTONE 
We want to encourage, inform, and connect with you! 
Go to CornerstoneNH.org and click on the New Here? 
link. (You can also text NEW to 603-225-2550.) 

LIFE. BETTER. 
FOLLOWING JESUS MAKES LIFE BETTER  

AND MAKES YOU BETTER AT LIFE. 

TODAY’S MESSAGE 
EVEN IF 

TODAY: AUTHORITY • 1 PETER 2:13-25 

THE BOTTOM LINE 

DO ____________ AND ____________________ 
THE OUTCOME TO GOD. 

For the Lord’s sake, submit to all human authority—  
— 1 Peter 2:13a NLT 

OUTSIDERS NEED OUTSIDE HELP 

WE ARE ___________________________ INSIDERS 

 

  . :  ELECT :.    

We’ve been selected for service. 

  . :  ___________________________  : .    

This world is not our home. 

  . :  SCATTERED :.   

We’re dispersed for a purpose. 
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DO RIGHT 

Be careful to live properly among your unbelieving neighbors. 
— 1 Peter 2:12 NLT 

Who are the “unbelieving neighbors” in 1 Peter? 
Idolatrous Ruler • Evil Boss • Unbelieving Spouse 

ENTRUST THE OUTCOME TO GOD 

“I am placing a cornerstone in Jerusalem, chosen for great 
honor, and anyone who trusts in him will never be disgraced.”  

— 1 Peter 2:6B NLT 

DO RIGHT AND ENTRUST THE OUTCOME TO GOD 

THE BIBLE’S TEACHING ON AUTHORITY 

For the Lord’s sake, submit to all human authority—  
— 1 Peter 2:13a NLT 

All authority is ___________ authority  

which he _____________ to those in authority 

for the ____________________ of those under that  
authority and  

for which we will be held ___________________________. 

EVEN IF THEY DON’T _______________________ LIKE YOU DO 

For the Lord’s sake, submit to all human authority—whether the 
king as head of state, or the officials he has appointed.   

— 1 Peter 2:13-14a NLT 

For the king has sent them to punish those who do wrong and 
to honor those who do right. — 1 Peter 2:14b NLT 

In each section on dealing with unjust authorities, Peter gives direct instructions to 
the believers, (as in verse 14a) and at least implicit guidance to those in power 
(14b). 

EVEN IF YOU DON’T _________________ TO 

For you are free, yet you are God’s slaves, so don’t use your 
freedom as an excuse to do evil. — 1 Peter 2:16 NLT 

Respect everyone, love the family of believers, fear God,  
respect the king. — 1 Peter 2:17 

Peter has already defined Caesar as a “human authority,” countering the claim that 
the emperor was divine. Here in verse 17 he emphasizes the difference by 
encouraging reverential respect (worship) towards God while prescribing due but  
appropriate respect to the king.  

EVEN IF THEY DON’T _________________ LIKE THEY 

______________________ 

You who are slaves must submit to your masters with all respect. 
— 1 Peter 2:18a NLT 

Slaves, in reverent fear of God submit yourselves to your 
masters, — 1 Peter 2:18a NIV 

Verse 18 makes explicit a key concept: a believer’s respect for authority is a 
reflection of his reverential respect for God, who is the source of all authority. 

Do what they tell you—not only if they are kind and reasonable, 
but even if they are cruel. — 1 Peter 2:18b NLT 

— PATIENTLY ENDURING UNJUST TREATMENT  

FOR DOING GOOD 

For God is pleased when, conscious of his will, you patiently 
endure unjust treatment. — 1 Peter 2:19 NLT 

For it is commendable if someone bears up under the pain of 
unjust suffering because they are conscious of God.  

— 1 Peter 2:19 NIV 

Of course, you get no credit for being patient if you are beaten 
for doing wrong. But if you suffer for doing good and endure it 

patiently, God is pleased with you. — 1 Peter 2:20 NLT 

Think just prosecution vs. unjust persecution. 

— AS CHRIST DID, ENTRUSTING HIMSELF TO GOD 

For God called you to do good, even if it means suffering, just 
as Christ suffered for you. — 1 Peter 2:21 NLT 

He left his case in the hands of God, who always judges fairly.  
— 1 Peter 2:23b NLT 

— FOR THAT IS OUR CALLING 

He personally carried our sins in his body on the cross so that 
we can be dead to sin and live for what is right.  

— 1 Peter 2:24 NLT 

Saying “YES!” to Jesus? Text YES to 603-225-2550 
Let us celebrate your decision & resource you for your new life in Christ. 


