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Micah 6:8, Pt. 2 – Love Kindness 
If we do not learn what it means to “do justice” as those who are “in Christ” then we will lose any influence or 
authority with which we may speak to the future generations of the church.  
 
We must return to the biblical vision of conversion which consists of being born again into the world of God’s 
Kingdom which consists in a gradual re-thinking of our entire value system.  This renewal of thinking results in 
a complete transformation of all our relationships. Family, friends, neighbors, and our enemies.  
 
This social transformation is the public fruit of private transformation.   
 
Micah 6:8 
8 He has told you, O man, what is good; 
    and what does the Lord require of you 
but to do justice, and to love kindness, 
    and to walk humbly with your God? 
 
Micah 6:8 is a summary of how God wants us to live. To walk humbly with God is to know him intimately and 
to be attentive to what he desires and loves. And what does that consist of? The text says to “do justice and love 
mercy,” which seem at first glance to be two different things, but they are not.  
The term for “mercy” is the Hebrew word chesed, God’s unconditional grace and compassion.  
 
“Chesed, like many Hebrew words, does not translate precisely into English. The word means more than simply 
“kindness.” Often translated as “loving-kindness,” chesed means giving oneself fully, with love and 
compassion.” 
 
“In Jewish theology it is likewise used of God's love for the Children of Israel, and in Jewish ethics it is used for 
love or charity between people. Chesed in this latter sense of "charity" is considered a virtue on its own, and 
also for its contribution to tikkun olam (repairing the world).” 
 
Isaiah 16:5 
5 a throne will be established in love, 
and one will sit on it faithfully 
in the tent of David, 
judging and pursuing what is right, 
quick to execute justice. 
 
The love, kindness and mercy (hesed) that I receive from God is the love, kindness and mercy that I am called 
to share with others.   
 
I must trust that God’s heart toward me is one of lovingkindness.   
Psalm 26:3 
3 for I have always been mindful of your unfailing love 
    and have lived in reliance on your faithfulness. 

• I must pursue practices that empower me to always be mindful of God’s unfailing love and faithfulness 
toward me.   

• I make declarations.   
• I remember the moments of God’s goodness toward me throughout my life beginning with yesterday.   
• One of the most challenging obstacles to our spiritual health is the belief that God’s reconciled world is 

hostile, dangerous, or antagonistic toward us.   
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• God’s creation is good.  God’s new creation is very good.  God’s redeemed creation is His gift to His 
children.   

• The atmosphere in which you exist is God’s lovingkindness.    
I must allow my motive for repentance to move from fear to love.   
1 John 4:18 
18 There is no fear in love; instead, perfect love drives out fear, because fear involves punishment. So the one 
who fears is not complete in love. 
Romans 2:4 
4 Or do you despise the riches of his kindness, restraint, and patience, not recognizing that God’s kindness is 
intended to lead you to repentance? 
I must practice kind acts every opportunity that I am given.  
 
Luke 10:25-37 
25 One day an expert in religious law stood up to test Jesus by asking him this question: “Teacher, what should 
I do to inherit eternal life?” 
26 Jesus replied, “What does the law of Moses say? How do you read it?” 
27 The man answered, “‘You must love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your soul, all your strength, 
and all your mind.’ And, ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’” 
28 “Right!” Jesus told him. “Do this and you will live!” 
29 The man wanted to justify his actions, so he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” 
 
30 Jesus replied with a story: “A Jewish man was traveling from Jerusalem down to Jericho, and he was 
attacked by bandits. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him up, and left him half dead beside the road. 
31 “By chance a priest came along. But when he saw the man lying there, he crossed to the other side of the 
road and passed him by. 32 A Temple assistant walked over and looked at him lying there, but he also passed 
by on the other side. 
33 “Then a despised Samaritan came along, and when he saw the man, he felt compassion for him. 34 Going 
over to him, the Samaritan soothed his wounds with olive oil and wine and bandaged them. Then he put the man 
on his own donkey and took him to an inn, where he took care of him. 35 The next day he handed the innkeeper 
two silver coins, telling him, ‘Take care of this man. If his bill runs higher than this, I’ll pay you the next time 
I’m here.’ 
36 “Now which of these three would you say was a neighbor to the man who was attacked by bandits?” Jesus 
asked. 
37 The man replied, “The one who showed him mercy.” 
Then Jesus said, “Yes, now go and do the same.” 
 
Living Kindness 

• Own your responsibility to practice kindness.  (Own it as your job, not someone else’s). 
• Create a rhythm of life that allows for margin for kindness.  (time, energy and resources)  
• Ask the Spirit to empower you to pay attention.   
• Lay down your need to be treated with kindness in return.       

 
Questions for reflection or community group discussion: 

• What do you think is the difference between being nice and being kind? 
• Share about a time when you were overwhelmed by the kindness of God. 
• Is it easier for you to act kind or to be kind? 
• What is your plan for cultivating a richer practice of kindness in your life?   
• Are you at peace with the idea that God’s heart toward you is kindness?  Why or why not?  
• How might you cultivate a deeper awareness of God’s kindness in your life?   

 


