Begin with Prayer

Update on End-of-Year Giving – Great finish, let elders meet and we’ll give you an update in a couple of weeks.

Intro
In our foyer, over the top of our main check-in station, are a few verses that we believe give us very clear direction. These verses are so popular in the Bible and are such a big deal that they even have a title. They have a name. It's called … the Great Commission.

And it looks like this. It's from Matthew 28. Jesus is speaking to his disciples, starting in verse 18. He says, "Jesus came to them and said, 'All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.'"

Now, if you've been at CapCity for a while, you should have seen this in our foyer. And, if you've been around any church for a while, you've probably heard someone teach on these verses. There are a lot of different ways that you can go on just these three verses. Sometimes we focus on that "all authority" part. Jesus claims ALL authority over ALL things, which is an audacious claim — except that, you know, like a few weeks before he said this, he had risen from the dead. Which kind of makes it not quite as audacious, right?

Sometimes we focus on the "make disciples" part or the "teaching them to obey" part. It's an emphasis on discipleship. Here at CapCity, we call it "grow." It's one of our core values: worship, connect, grow, serve. We've talked a lot about that last week because we are called not just to BELIEVE — we're supposed to BECOME. Jesus Followers don’t just BELIEVE something, we BECOME … more like Jesus.

Sometimes when we teach this passage, we focus on the "all nations" part. It's a call to missions work. Sometimes churches will challenge its people to take the gospel message to all peoples. It’s a legitimate, justifiable understanding and application of this verse.

Sometimes we focus on that "baptizing" part — especially churches like ours. We're part of the Restoration Church movement. We tend to make a very big deal about baptism because we link baptism to salvation. Which means sometimes we are so focused on baptism that we forget about the discipleship and the teaching parts.

And sometimes, we focus on that "surely I am with you always" part. Sometimes we focus on the gift of the Holy Spirit and the way that Jesus continues to work through us even now.

That's five different things to focus on out of three verses. That's five different sermons. That’s a sermon series. Let's add one more. I want to focus on that word "go."

Go
"Go" means … go. It's the opposite of stay. It means leave. It means move your physical presence to a different location.

Doc was talking to me about this word in this specific text. He pointed out that that word looks kind of like an imperative. It feels like a COMMAND to go. But that’s not completely accurate. If you go back to the Greek, it's not an imperative. It's not a command. It's more like "when you go." It's more like "as you go." As you go through life, when you naturally go wherever you go.

So, when you go home, make disciples. And when you go to work, make disciples. When you go to school, make disciples. When you go have fun with your hobbies, make disciples. Wherever you go, and whenever you go, take Jesus out into the world with you. 

But also recognize Jesus says this after pointing out his absolute authority. This is the Great Commission. It's our marching orders for anyone who claims to be a follower of Jesus. Everyone is supposed to take Jesus wherever they go. It's not just reserved for those who are gifted — which some are. Some people are better at this, naturally gifted in ways that others aren't. And it's not reserved for the missionaries — which is an acceptable application of this passage. It's not just for the pastors, the teachers, the leaders, the preachers, the ministers of the churches. Not just for them. Anyone who is a follower of Jesus carries these words.

Let me show you what it looks like.

Proximity is Opportunity (Ping Pong Ball Illustration)
Earlier you saw Jon with the ping pong balls. Maybe you saw something like that online where a preacher had his entire church throw ping pong balls at him. Some of you had some flashbacks with ping pong balls and solo cups … and you need to talk to Jesus. 

Here’s the point: (I pull out a ping pong ball and place it into the cup.)  This is huge: PROXIMITY IS OPPORTUNITY. Proximity is opportunity.

Why didn't the people furthest away get the ball in the cup? It's because they were too far away. They have poor proximity. Why is it that the people at the front of the room, who have much better proximity, still struggle to get the ball into the cup?  They're still too far away, right? They still have poor proximity.  Why can I do it easily? Because I have great proximity. It's easy to get the ball into the destination from where I’m standing.

Church, you have the greatest chance of introducing Jesus to the people that you are closest to. You are much more likely to bring Jesus into the lives of those you are closest to: your family, your coworkers, your best friends, your hobby group, your neighbors — whatever it may be.

Someone throwing a ping pong ball from the back of the room is kind of like me trying to share the gospel with a celebrity in Hollywood. I don't have any sort of quality proximity there. Now, it might work. There may be a random chance. Maybe if I just threw a million ping pong balls from the back corner of the room, maybe one of them bounces and lands into the cup. But my proximity is poor, and the opportunity is weak.

However, I'm right where I need to be to reach my family or my neighbors or my friends. So let me introduce you to what we're going to do this year. 

Just One
We're calling it Just 1 Plus 5. That "Just One" means that for 2026, I want to challenge you to reach one person with the gospel. That's what "Just One" is referencing. We aren't asking you to teach a class. We're not asking you to preach on the street corner. We're not asking everybody in here to write letters to famous people in Hollywood trying to reach them with the gospel. I just want you to take Jesus with you wherever you go, whenever you go, and try to reach one person with Jesus.

And, I'm asking you to begin thinking about who that person might be. Who is the person that you love that is lost? Some of you may have more than one. And I'm not asking you to limit your number. I'm not asking you to choose who you love the most. The best way to view your influence would be to say that your "1" is the one who's in front of you at any given moment. 

But I am trying to challenge us to live intentionally. If you don't have a “one,” or if you aren't intentionally trying to lead anyone closer to Jesus, I'm calling you out. I'm challenging you. Can you move someone this year? Can you choose someone as a target for the gospel?

And if you can’t think of anyone —which would be surprising to me — but if you can’t, maybe it's something that you could talk to your life group about, or the people sitting around you, or some friends of yours, and see if you can't partner with them in trying to reach their one. Can you imagine what would happen if CapCity took this seriously?

My first job was an arranged marriage kind of situation. I didn't have a say. My dad got me a job with a utility construction company that was owned by some friends of ours. As I was mentally preparing for day one, my dad tells me, "Hey, you should go into Brad's office" — which is our friend, you know, that owned this company — he said, "Go into Brad's office and tell him that you'll work for him today for one penny, so long as every day he doubles your pay." I told my Dad he was dumb, and he told me to do the math. And then I did the math. 

If you do the math, it looks like this. For three weeks you're not making great money. After three weeks you’ve made $328.00. But by the end of week four, you're making good money, and you’ve ended the month making $10,500. And those numbers are ridiculous if you keep going. It's crazy what happens when you double something.

Now, that stupid, strange equation that my dad gave me when I started my first job has always stuck with me. And I’ve always wondered: what would this look like spiritually? What if the church did this? Because … you know … we've been told to. This isn't a Ben idea. This is what Jesus told us to do. The guy with all authority.

What if everyone in the church made it a priority to obey Jesus with this one thing? What if we would work to double ourselves — to make disciples – to take Jesus with us wherever it is that I go? What if everyone reached one? The mathematics are crazy, and the impact would be absolutely incredible.

Now, I bet that there's some of you who are already pushing back because you know that not everyone you try to reach is going to be receptive. There's, like, this whole free will thing. Some of you have been trying to reach a very specific someone for a long time, and it hasn't worked out the way that you would have hoped or prayed. Maybe it's your kid. Maybe it's a husband or a wife. Maybe it's your mom or your dad. Maybe it's a best friend. And the idea of trying to reach someone over the course of this year is almost insulting to you. It's painful to hear.

And, we say proximity is opportunity. But opportunity doesn't guarantee success. Your efforts and desires to see people come to Jesus will never supersede the independent agency of the person you're trying to reach.

Don't stop hoping. Don't stop praying. In fact, maybe it's time to start praying that God would put someone in their life that he could use to do what you aren't able to do.

I had a conversation this week with someone who shared that sentiment. He has an adult child that he’s been praying over and hoping would one day come to Christ. And it's become abundantly clear to him that he isn’t going to be the one to help lead their child to Jesus. It's too contentious, too difficult. So, my friend has reserved himself to praying that other people would come into their life to impact their child. Which sounds a little … heartbreaking.

But — and this is so very cool — he said, if I can pray for someone else to have that impact in my kid's life, then maybe I’m the answer to some other parents’ prayer. Some other parent is pleading and begging God to bring someone into their kids’ life – and that could be me. Could you not give up on your one while being the answer to prayer for someone else’s one?

It's powerful, isn't it?

Some of the greatest pains in this room are parents who desperately want to see their kids come to Jesus — or come back to Jesus. Listen, church, because I don't want to twist what I’m hoping we can accomplish this year into something that it isn't meant to be. Our job isn't to FORCE people to become disciples. It's to MAKE DISCIPLES. Our job is to help grow Jesus followers out of the people around us who are receptive.

Some of you may push back against the idea of "Just One." I'm asking you to just try to reach one. You’re wondering why we would limit it?

Some of you in this room have the gift of evangelism. Some of you are already doing this without me challenging you. Some of you have a list of people that you are already working on, trying to bring them to Jesus. I’m not asking you to limit yourself, it’s the opposite.

I want everyone in this room — I want our church — to come up with at least one person in your life who you want to bring to Jesus. And I want you to take it seriously. I want you to take it so seriously that you think about it daily. In fact, today we're going to talk about beginning to pray about them daily. And I believe — I really, honestly believe — that if you begin praying daily about a specific person coming to Jesus, you're going to start seeing all sorts of other opportunities popping up for you to share Jesus with other people. I believe that if you begin living a life focused on bringing someone to Jesus, you're going to see others who need Jesus along the way. You won’t be limited to one – your opportunities will only expand.

Plus 5
Now, before we get to how we can begin working to reach our one, let’s go back to our graphic. This is Just 1 Plus 5. There is a second part to this that I have to at least introduce to you this morning. 

"Just One" is our challenge to reach someone — reach one — in 2026. Plus 5 is a challenge to increase your giving by $5 per person in your family per week, or increase your giving by a percentage of five. For my family, that looks like this. I've got five in my family — maybe four, because I have one who's off at college. So, depending on whether or not you want to count her — which there are  days we don't want to count her —that means I would increase my usual weekly giving by $20 to $25 a week. Or, maybe I increase my giving by 5%, from 2 to 7% or 5 to 10% or even 10 to 15%. 

Just like the penny that doubles and the impact that can make, the Plus 5 could create a drastic increase in our giving as a church. And I don't have a whole lot of time today to get into the why. We're going to spend the next four weeks talking about "Just One," and then we're going to spend five weeks talking about "+5," where we’ll have a chance to really unpack these ideas. But let’s briefly set this up.

Followers of Jesus are generous. Do you believe that? I do. I believe generosity is a fruit of the Spirit. It's not on the list in Galatians 5, but Galatians 5 isn't a comprehensive list. And of the list that's in Galatians 5, you're going to see words like kindness, goodness, faithfulness — which I think are all aspects of generosity. A Jesus Follower who is becoming more like Jesus is becoming more generous. Do you believe that?

And I know that people assume a church talks about money because they want your money. Plus 5 is not about funding this church. Plus 5 is a key part of how we own the Great Commission. It goes back to where we began. Giving our finances is a part of how we participate in becoming a disciple. It looks like growing in our obedience. Giving to cultivate generosity is the goal. I don't want you to give the church more money. I want you to be more generous. It's how we're being made into a disciple.

What we give toward is secondary. But it’s an important second. When we give toward the church it is also part of the Great Commission. It's how we participate in the larger mission of other people being reached and baptized and discipled and taught.

Which means giving impacts OUR HEART … and THE MISSION. That's why we're tying these two ideas together. It's Just 1 Plus 5. I want us to be a generous, disciple-making people. Generosity and making disciples is going to make you a better disciple. And they're going to help us make more disciples when we do this collectively together.

And I'm not making this up. There's a guy named Thom Rainer, a church researcher. He found that people who participate in evangelism — which is the big fancy church word for reaching your one — he says that those people are more likely to participate in discipleship and giving. Meaning people who try to reach others are more likely to grow in their discipleship. And, they're more likely to participate in giving, meaning they're more likely to participate in the work of the church collectively. They're invested in the ministry of the church.

I don't know what you think church is supposed to be, but church is supposed to be a sending entity. We are a training and equipping center. We are not a gathering and keeping organization. We are not a building where we have holy huddles as if this is where we celebrate Jesus and then we go pretend like nothing happened. That's not what it is. This is a place where we train and where we equip you to go and to make disciples. And then your generosity makes it happen in you … and also in others.

Begin with Prayer
So, Just One Plus 5. Here's where it's all going to begin. It begins with prayer. It applies to both parts – the one and the 5. Maybe you and your spouse need to start praying over what giving and generosity looks like for you and your family. You don't have to wait until we get into the details of that a few weeks from now. You can start here at the beginning of the year, and you can certainly start praying over it.

But, specifically today, let's talk about prayer for our one. I want you to identify the person or the people that you want to bring to Jesus. Maybe they live in your home. Maybe they're in your classes or in your workplace. Maybe it's a neighbor or friend. Maybe they're your favorite barista at your favorite coffee place or a waiter at your favorite restaurant.

Once you have your one or ones in mind, I want you to make a plan to pray for them daily. And, I’ll even help you with what those prayers should look like.

Start by praying for their hearts to be open and receptive. I want you to pray that the Holy Spirit would be softening them towards Jesus. Pray that they would have a curiosity and a desire to know Jesus.

It wouldn’t look like, "God, I want you to make them follow you." But it could sound more like: "God, create opportunities for my kids to see your goodness." "God, surround my husband or wife with people who love you." "God, use situations that are happening in my friend's life to help them get closer to you."

It might go something like: "God, I am praying for [blank], and I pray that your Holy Spirit would be working in their heart and that they would be receptive to your work in their lives. God, I pray that they may even be curious — that they would be looking for answers or searching for hope that they can only find in you. Amen."

Pray for your ones and their receptivity. And, realistically, it’s not like Jesus isn’t already trying to reach them or soften their hearts. You aren’t making him care about someone that he had previously ignored, but I think that prayer helps you with this second prayer. I want you to pray for your eyes to see opportunities. 

The ones that you're praying for … their openness and receptivity to the gospel is still subject to someone coming along and presenting the gospel message. So, you need to pray for you. Pray that you would be sensitive to the leading of the Holy Spirit and the opportunities that present themselves. Praying for them to receptive will help you be perceptive.

It might sound like: "God, give me the courage to take advantage of opportunities when they come up." Or "God, help me see when doors are cracking open for me to share truth with grace." "God, help me be Holy Spirit-led, not self-led." 

It might go something like: "God, open my eyes to what you're doing spiritually. You know I'm praying for [blank]. Help me see what you are doing in their lives and the opportunities I have to represent you to them."

So, I want you to pray. I want you to make a plan to pray for them daily. And then I want you to be prepared for God to answer that prayer.

Maybe you won't be the one to bring them to Jesus. But most of the time, the way that God will answer your prayers about others coming to him is through you. So, be prepared. God already wants all to come to him, so that's not going to be the issue. The issue is going to be that we don't always participate in trying to bring people to him. We miss opportunities. We don't see them. You have to pray that you would be vigilant, that you would be attentive.

And it's true that there's going to be people who don't open themselves up to God. We can't fix that. But we can fix us.

Conclusion
This last year we had 106 baptisms, which might make you ask the question: why now? We seem to be doing a good job of bringing people to Jesus. Why would we emphasize this now? 

We have some momentum. We’re consistently seeing life change happening in this church. So, I think it's the perfect time to double down. And I'm going to challenge you to participate. I’m not concerned with the 64 different people who baptized someone last year. I'm not worried about the people in the room who have five people they are working on. You're excited about what God has been doing in your life, and you're motivated to share that into the lives of the people that you know and the relationships that you have. Keep going. Keep doing what you’re doing. 

“Just one” is to encourage the rest of us to get in the game. This is for those who haven’t intentionally identified someone who needs to know Jesus. This is for those who haven’t developed a strategy of how you could bring someone to Jesus. Can you find your one? 

Maybe you don't recognize the opportunities. Maybe you don't have the courage to step into those opportunities. Maybe you don't think you have the wisdom to know how to lead someone to Jesus. Your invited to be a part of something big. I want you to come and be a part of something big. Maybe you’ve been sitting back and cheering us on this past year. It's great that you're happy about what's happening here in this church. Even better is if you would participate. Come be a part of what we’re doing.

I think it's summed up really nicely in Ephesians 3. Paul, writing to that church, says, "Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us, to him be the glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever. Amen." That's what we're aiming at. We're aiming at each of us reaching one more, knowing full well that God can do immeasurably more.

So – let’s pray. Let’s ask him to work and for us to be in line with what he is up to. Let’s pray that he won’t stop giving us one more. 
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