War to Reconciliation

2 Corinthians 5 Intro
We had a great time here Friday night at our Trunk-or-Treat event. We had XXXXX amount of guests make their way through our trunks. We handed out XXXXXX pieces of candy. Thank you to so many of you who helped host our community here that night. I think it was a great opportunity to tear down barriers and create new, fun perspectives of Christians and church. We are prayerful that a simple event where we hand out candy could lead to people following Jesus. 

Now, we had some great costumes here Friday night. Some of them were more scary than I like, but that’s because I’m a wuss when it comes to that stuff. Seriously, I think Jurassic Park is a scary movie. Today we are going to start with one of the more scary verses in the Bible: Chapter 5, verse 10. "For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each of us may receive what is due us for the things done while in the body, whether good or bad."

How does that make you feel? Standing before your creator while he is on the judgment seat. Does that cause some uneasiness within your soul? Maybe. I bet that most of us feel anxiety and fear. For most of us, it sounds scary to stand before the one who will judge us. 

But maybe not. Maybe you're confident. If you're a Jesus follower, you shouldn't be scared, right? I know I shouldn't fear that moment. I know of God's grace. I know what he's done. I know I should have confidence. And yet, it still sounds so terrifying.

Maybe you aren’t a Jesus follower. Maybe you believe that there is a God, but you're not really sure about this Jesus guy. You've kind of held off any decision about Jesus. You haven't made any commitment. Maybe you've kept him at arm's length. And maybe judgment makes you … scared … maybe … confused. Maybe you choose not to think about it. Out of sight, out of mind. 

Maybe you don't believe in that at all. Maybe you think this is the kind of verse that Christians use to intimidate or scare people. Maybe you think the church is all about intimidation tactics. It's hellfire and brimstone. “You better get right because one day you're going to be judged.” Maybe Christians and the idea of judgement day makes you laugh. You don't buy it. You don't believe in it. You don't think it's going to happen.

Regardless of how you feel, this guy 2000 years ago named Paul, who was a follower of Jesus, said that we will be judged by what we do with this life — the good and the bad.

What you do with that? Knowing that judgement may happen is one thing. But what does it do for your life? What bearing does it have on you? Does it change anything about you? Does it cause you to live a certain way? Does it create some sort of an action within you of who you should be and what you are supposed to do? If you're a Jesus follower and if you take Paul's words seriously, what do you do about this potentially scary and intimidating verse?

The next thing Paul says: "Since then we know what it is to fear the Lord, we try to persuade others." We know what it is to fear the Lord. What does that mean, right? It sounds to me kind of like something in the Old Testament. It sounds like that proverb that says, “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom.” Usually that passage is taught with the idea of “fear” meaning awe or reverence. It’s not like a scary "go hide from God.” It's a respect towards God in a very significant way. It's as if in Proverbs they're saying that you're supposed to respect God. You're supposed to be in awe of God. You're supposed to hold God up on such a high, high pedestal that your treatment of him looks like fear. It’s SIMILAR to fear.

Is that what Paul is saying here? Is Paul saying we know what it is to revere and respect the Lord? Or is he saying we know what it is to be fearful? We know what it is to be scared? We know what it is to be anxious about God?

The word used for fear in this text is related to the word phobia, which you may be familiar with. Phobia’s are things that you are scared of. Snakes and spiders. And … God. The word could be translated as reverence. It could mean awe. But I don't think that's what this is. I think it looks like standing before God with fear and trembling. 

Paul says if judgment creates any anxiety or fear or worry within you — if there's any part of you that looks off into that moment between life on this earth and the beginning of what's next for you, and you know you're going to stand in front of the one who will judge all things, the things that you did good and bad in the body — if anything about that moment causes grief, fear, anxiety, worry, terror — if any of that's true, according to Paul, it should translate into … persuasion of others.

If there's something out there that's scary or intimidating, other people need to know about it. It reminds me a little bit of every scary movie that you've ever seen. Someone in the movie figures out that there's some terrifying thing that's out there, and they alert everyone they can about the great impending danger. That's kind of what this verse FEELS like. At least at first. It FEELS like finding out that there's something scary lurking in the bushes or out in the woods, and if you go out there past dark, it's going to jump out and get you, right? That's what this verse feels like.

Except we aren't talking about some monster or a murderer who is lurking in the shadows. We're talking about a God … who loves … immensely. The idea of judgment before God is scary and intimidating. But the one on the judgment seat is … full of grace. 

That's what Paul says just a little bit later. He reminds them of what it is that Jesus has accomplished, and he says, "For Christ's love compels us." Christ's love compels us. Makes it feel a little bit different here, doesn't it? "Because we are convinced that one died for all, and therefore all died. And he died for all, that those who live should no longer live for themselves but for him who died for them and was raised again."

The love of God is what compels us – it motivates us. Our fear of the Lord turns into persuasion of others, and love is the thing that motivates our persuasion. The love of God that looked outside of himself to care for us, causes us to look outside of ourselves in the same way. 

Paul says Jesus died for you … and He died for all. Jesus didn't just die for you. He didn't just die for Capital City Christian Church in Frankfort, KY. He died for all. He died for those who would accept him and believe in him, and he died for those who won't. He died for all.

And then those who have accepted that death of Jesus — those who have believed in him and put their faith in him — they have now also died to themselves. They no longer live for themselves, but instead they live for the one who died for them. If you are a Jesus follower, you no longer live for yourself. You live for Jesus. Paul says that you should be compelled by the love of Christ to live for Christ.

What does that look like? This was all just an introduction into the big idea.

War and Reconciliation
I think it starts with this very next verse, verse 16: "So from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of view." So … from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of view. One of the reasons we don’t live for Christ with the love of Christ is because, instead, we live with a worldly point of view. We see the events around us that take place and we process them exactly how the rest of the world does. We see people around us – their behaviors and decisions – and we process it exactly the same way the world does.

And Paul says, that’s the wrong view. When something happens in the world around us, a Jesus Follower lets it filter through the perspective of Jesus. When someone does something or says something, a Jesus Follower lets it filter through the perspective of Jesus. When you follow Jesus, you change your filter. "From now on we regard no one from a worldly point of view." Without Jesus, the way we see each other is worldly. And it leads to worldly problems. It leads to war.

A worldly point of view makes everyone become a pawn that either works toward my agenda or works against my agenda. You provide value to me, or you provide nothing to me. And if you don't provide anything to me, then I have no use for you. And even worse, if you get in the way – if you work against me and what I'm doing — well … now we're at war, right?

Look around the world. There are wars everywhere. Some of them are silly – like Jon putting a Kentucky sweatshirt away for a North Carolina sweatshirt. But many are much more serious. Some wars are happening right now over land and boundaries. It looks like Russia and Ukraine. It looks like Israel and Hamas. Other wars are much closer to home. 

There are fights for allegiances to political parties and personal preferences. You can't even watch the national news right now without coming across something that's going to draw division. You're going to see narcotic trafficking vessels exploding in the Pacific. You're going to see protests with masked individuals all over this country who are growing increasingly more agitated. You're going to see riots and violence. You're going to see economic strain and a government shutdown. Everything is at odds, and you have to pick a side. Everywhere you look people are acting out from a worldly point of view. 

Some wars are even closer than the news, aren't they? Social media isn't just a place where you get your headlines. It's also a place where there is arguing and harsh fact-checking, and there is story-correcting, and there's point-making. There are people in your life who used to be your friends, but because of disagreements on perspective they are no longer you friend. 

Maybe it's even closer. Maybe you're in the middle of a custody battle, or maybe your boss has become your enemy, or maybe you have a teacher who never gives you a chance. Maybe you've been evicted, or maybe you haven't been evicted but rent keeps going up, and your landlord is becoming your enemy. 

When you look around with a worldly point of view, everyone becomes an enemy. And then, we can only ever see the reasons to create war. If you see people from a worldly point of view, then people lose their value, and they become nothing more than a pawn who can either help you or get in your way. If there is no Jesus – if there is no eternity – if there is no fear of the Lord – then there's no reason for me to stop looking at you in any way other than a worldly point of view.

That was the problem people had with Jesus. Paul says, "So from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of view. Though we once regarded Christ in this way, we do so no longer." It was the same with Jesus. He was seen as a threat and was hated even to the point of being executed. He was a pawn. He could either help an agenda, or he could get in the way of an agenda. Jesus got in the religious leaders' ways, and so they got rid of him. 

Paul once regarded Jesus that way. Our world still struggles with Jesus. If he's not in line with my agenda — if he's a threat to my agenda — then I move on without him. Maybe that’s how you see Jesus. Maybe you used to see Jesus that way. But that's not the way it's supposed to be.

Reverse
Alright, let’s get to the reverse. The very next verse, Paul says, "Therefore if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come." If you are a Jesus follower, then you should see yourself differently. You are not who you once were. And this truth doesn't only apply to you. If the people you view as enemies are followers of Jesus, you should be seeing them differently because they are also not what they once were.

So, Paul says, "Therefore if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come. The old has gone, the new is here." The old has gone – some deaths took place. Paul already talked about Jesus and his death and how he died for our sins. But if you are a Jesus Follower, you should have also died to yourself. You should be killing the desires within you that are at war with Jesus. A new creation should be birthed. You should be different. You should be becoming something new.

Where there once was immorality, where there once was hatred, where there once was anger — you should see love. You should see joy and peace and patience popping up in your life. There should even be moments where you have a hard time explaining how it is that you've become something different. Because the Holy Spirit is working in you, and it's causing something new within you. The old should be fading more and more over time, and the new should be popping up more and more. You should be different if you've crossed paths with the gospel. It's probably not going to happen all at once, but there should be signs. There should be evidence. There should be changes. There should be glimpses of something different and unique about you. There should be moments where you don't look the same because the old has gone and the new is here.

Then Paul says, "All of this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ." It's very important that you catch this part because the next part isn't going to make sense until you get this. God reconciled us to himself. What does that mean? It sounds like we were at odds. People don't reconcile unless they are at war with one another, right?

It sounds like Paul was saying that we were at war with God. Maybe you don't feel like you were at war with God. Maybe you don't believe you were ever an enemy of God. Paul was. He was decisively an enemy of God when he was murdering people who were following Jesus. Maybe he was talking about himself and people like him. But no.

Paul isn’t talking about himself and his own past. And he's not talking to a select group of people who are particularly evil or bad. He's talking to Christians. He's looking back at the time when each of us could say we were WITHOUT Jesus and we were WITH sin. That’s the definition of being an enemy of God. Paul even calls us enemies of God in another letter he writes. That language may sound harsh, but it's the truth communicated throughout the New Testament.  

That may not be news to you. Maybe you were reconciled with God a long time ago. Maybe you knew what God had done to reach you. The next part is the big reverse. 

Paul says, "All of this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation." This is a huge reverse, and it will not make sense unless you recognize that God himself is the one who set the pattern. Our God is a God of reconciliation — of bringing together things that at one point were at odds or at war or who were enemies. So, when he calls us to be like him, he's calling us to be reconcilers just like he is a reconciler.

Remember the game "follow the leader" when you were a kid? Someone would walk around the room making noises and strange body movements and everyone else had to line up behind them and do whatever they did. If you're not the leader, then your job is to watch who's in front of you. And whatever they do, you do. The actions get passed down the line so that everyone ends up doing whatever the leader does. 

That should be a decent image of your spiritual life. If you are a Jesus follower, you should be practicing every day. If Jesus does it, you do it. Our leader Jesus brought us reconciliation with God. But just like what we said last week, it wasn't just about you. You received reconciliation with God, and now it's all about bringing reconciliation with God to the people around you.

If you are a Jesus follower, you are a MINISTER of reconciliation. Your JOB is to help people get right with God just like Jesus worked to get people right with God.

What point of view are you giving to the rest of the world? What are the people behind you in the “Follow the Leader” line seeing. Are you feeding the wars that exist in this world? Are you just causing more and more conflict and war? Are you a warmonger? Or … are you bringing peace? Are you bringing about reconciliation? Are you a peacemaker? Because if you see people as either being for you or against you, then you have the wrong perspective. 

That’s what happens in war. You want to know what uniforms are around you. You want to know who is for you or against you. Now, there absolutely is a war going on in this world … which makes you think you have a battle to win … but you’re not a soldier. You're not. 

A couple of years ago we did a sermon series called “Blood Stained Pews.” One of the big ideas out of that series is that we are called to be medics in a world that is full of war. It was a beautiful series. Our job – our role – is not to war with those who disagree with us. Our job is to be medics to the people who are struggling and hurting in a war-torn world.

A medic doesn’t look out at the scene of war and ask themself, "Who is my enemy?" Medics ask, "Who is wounded and needs care?" Our job is to bring reconciliation between man and God. There are wounded walking among us who need to be reconciled with their God. We are to administer reconciliation between God and man.

Paul finishes this big idea with this: "All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting people's sins against them. God doesn’t count people’s sins against them. That’s warmongering. Ministers of reconciliation don’t count sins against people.

“And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation. We are therefore Christ's ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ's behalf: Be reconciled to God. God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God."

We're not just ministers of reconciliation, but we have a message of reconciliation. Paul says we are ambassadors. God makes his appeal through us. God doesn’t speak, we speak on his behalf. Which means we better pay close attention to our messaging. 

What is that message? We implore you on Christ's behalf: Be reconciled to God. God has made a way for you to be right with him. God has already done the work. God has already taken the steps. God has already laid the path for reconciliation. He's already done all the work. It's a two-sided agreement, but one side provides all the collateral. He does all the work himself. He's made a way for you to be right with him. That's the first part of the message.

The second part of the message is: "God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God." God's way was through Jesus, and the sin that makes you an enemy of God can be removed and replaced with righteousness, making you a friend of God. You don't have to be at war. You don't have to have an enemy in God. You don't have to be at odds with the people in this world. You don't have to keep contributing to the conflict and the enemies and the wars that rage around you. You don't have to continue living with a worldly point of view. 

Application
What would that look like? We used to do this thing called, “nudges.” Every month we would encourage our church to nudge 1000 people in our community towards Jesus with simple acts. Sometimes we asked you to by lunch for someone. Sometimes you gave out flower seeds or placed painted rocks around town. Some of our ideas were more creative than others.

Just because we don't create the monthly tactile any longer doesn't mean that you can’t keep nudging people. Maybe you need to start doing nudges again as acts of peacemaking. Maybe some simple nudges could help you bring reconciliation with God to the people around you. 

Maybe we need to change the way you talk. At home … in the workplace … in the store … at a restaurant. Are the people who are within earshot of you hearing an attitude of peace and hope? Or are they hearing ugliness being spewed and contributing to the wars of this world?

That even applies on social media where everyone has an opinion. And look, you're allowed to have an opinion. You're allowed to have free speech. But are you expressing your opinion – regardless of what it might be — are you expressing your opinion in a way that pushes people away from Jesus? Are you helping create a bigger divide in this world? Or, are you giving encouragement towards reconciliation? Because you take Jesus everywhere you go. You are a minister of reconciliation 24/7. You carry the message of reconciliation 24/7.

Maybe you need to text someone right now. Maybe there's a relationship in your life where someone is keeping God at arm's length — someone is holding Jesus out at arm's length – and it’s because of the relationship they have with you. Maybe you know someone who needs reconciliation with God … but it will require reconciliation with you first. If that's the case, you need to make that right. You need to reconcile with them because they need to be reconciled with God. You need to make it right. You need to be a good ambassador of God. You need to do what is right in his name so they can have a path to being right with God.

That is my dream for CapCity. I want us to be a people who are known for building bridges where bridges were once burned. So many people have wounds from their past with churches and Christians. So many people have negative attitudes toward the church and Christians. We can’t make people follow Jesus, but we get to be bridge builders to give them a path to Jesus. We get to be medics, providing care and encouragement to get people on the path toward reconciliation with God. If you are a follower of Jesus, you have a message of reconciliation. You have a responsibility. Are you creating a bigger divide? Or are you creating a path to reconciliation? Are you nudging people closer to Jesus or nudging them away from Jesus?

Conclusion
God has made peace with you through Jesus. You didn't deserve it. You didn't earn it. But it’s true none-the-less. God made a two-way agreement with you where one side provided all of the collateral. And through it, he created reconciliation between you and God.

But it comes with future expectations. If you are at peace with God, then you are to help other people come to peace with God. You are Christ's ambassadors and you carry the ministry of reconciliation. So don't go starting wars. Don't go picking fights. Don't go needling opposition. Jesus followers don't contribute to war — we contribute to peace. Your job is to help people get right with God just like Jesus worked to get people right with God. 

Communion Set-Up
Every week we celebrate the reconciliation God brought us through the work of Jesus on a cross.
· Bread and Juice
· Offering
· Generous Bucket
· SNAP BENEFITS?
· bwebb@capitalcitychristian.org
· jon@capitalcitychristian.org
· Bring back to the idea of reconciliation
· “Celebrate a God who reconciled himself to you.”
· “Participate in the work of bringing reconciliation into the world.”
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