
Come & Eat At The Great Supper 
Second Sunday after Holy Trinity 

Luke 14:15-24; 1 John 3:13-18; Proverbs 9:1-10 

Grace and mercy to you from God our Father and His Son Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
 
This Parable of the Great Supper is a hard text for us to hear during a global 
pandemic.  This sermon is an exhortation.  An exhortation is an encouragement to 
remember what you have already been taught and to remain in it. 

The Lord invites you to the Great Supper.  

The Great Supper is the whole Gospel, not just the Lord’s Supper.  Who is invited? 
All are invited to the Great Supper.  Christ prepared this supper and on the cross He 
said, “It is finished.”  Now the grace, and mercy, and peace of God our Father is 
served up for you!  All of you!  

EXCUSES 

 
Yet when Jesus speaks and people are invited, what happens?  The excuses begin to 
roll in.  
 
One says, “I’ve bought land, please have me excused.” 
 
Another says, “I’ve bought oxen, please have me excused.” 
 
The Greek word for making an ‘excuse’ is stronger than a polite change of plans. 
This excuse is a hard rejection of the Great Supper.  
 
Finally, the last one says, “I’ve taken a wife, I won’t come.”  An authentic and 
honest rejection of the Holy Gospel. 
 
  



Today, there is a good reason why some should excuse themselves from coming to 
church. Fear is the number one reason.  You are afraid of getting sick.  I understand. 
You are afraid of getting a loved one sick.  That is an act of love.  I understand.  
 
If you are afraid, hold on.  I will address your fear in a bit.  Remember, as the 
Proverb (9:10) says, “Fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom.”  But first, I 
must address those that are not afraid. 
 

A WORD TO THE SCOFFERS 
 
Proverbs 9 calls those that have no fear of God - scoffers.  Maybe scoffers are afraid 
of the virus, getting sick, or possible death.  But they have been lulled into thinking 
that they don’t need God.  Or they have become indifferent to God.  Scoffers have 
lost the faith.  They have left the church, using fear as an excuse but in reality they 
have rejected the invitation.  
 
What does a scoffer look like?  A scoffer looks like a Christian who persistently 
asks to be excused from the Divine Service.  My kid is playing ball, please have me 
excused for the season.  Or, Sunday morning is the only family time we have 
together, please have us excused until our circumstances change.  Or more recently, 
I can do church at home during a pandemic.  No need to visit me.  No need for a 
sermon.  No need for Christ’s blood.  Remain in this condition and know that you 
are either being lulled into unbelief or you may already be - a scoffer.  
 
Scoffers have no fear of the Lord.  That is why they are gone.  They don’t believe. 
 

A WORD TO THE FAITHFUL 
 
But you are not scoffers.  
 
You fear the Lord.  You are wise in the Lord.  You trust Christ.  You want to come 
to the Great Supper.  You want to come to church and tastereceive the Lord’s 
Supper, but you are afraid of the virus. 
 



Am I right? 
 

AN EXHORTATION 
 
Ok, so in that case I have a special message for you.  The Bible calls this kind of 
special message an exhortation.  An exhortation is not an accusation.  An 
exhortation is a teaching - so Law and Gospel need to be distinguished.  The Law 
shows us our sin.  The Gospel shows us our Savior. 
 
Today’s exhortation is to remind you that God provides for your needs. 
 
What are your needs?:  Come to church and receive the Lord’s Supper.  
 

FIRST, YOU NEED TO COME TO CHURCH 
 
Your Father wants you to assemble in His name.  Yes, it is wise to take special 
precautions.  Yes, social distance.  Yes, wear a mask, but come to church.  Gather 
together in His name. 
 
Where is the comfort in that? Listen to the meaning of the First Article of the 
Apostles’ Creed from your catechism.  Hear it as a promise to you. 
 

You believe that...God has made you and all creatures; that He has given you 
your body and soul, eyes, ears, and all your members, your reason and all your 
senses, AND STILL TAKES CARE OF THEM. 
 
He also gives you clothing and shoes, food and drink, house and home, wife 
and children, land, animals, and all you have.  HE RICHLY AND DAILY 
PROVIDES YOU WITH ALL THAT YOU NEED TO SUPPORT YOUR 
BODY AND LIFE. 
 
HE DEFENDS YOU AGAINST ALL DANGER and guards and protects you 
from all evil.  All this He does only out of fatherly, divine goodness, and 
mercy, without any merit or worthiness in you.  For all this it is your duty to 



thank and praise, serve and obey Him.  This is most certainly true. 
 

So...do you fear the virus.  That’s ok.  But there are special precautions to protect 
you and they are in place in this sanctuary. 
 

SECOND, YOU NEED THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 
Your heavenly Father wants to place His Son’s true body and blood into your 
mouth to eat and drink for the forgiveness of your sins.  He wants to give you 
salvation from all sin.  He wants to give your eternal life.  
 
For millennia, Christians have survived sickness and pandemic while using special 
precautions at the Lord’s Supper.  We have those precautions in place at this altar.  
 
Where is the comfort in that? Listen to the meaning of the First Article of the 
Apostles’ Creed from your catechism, again.  Hear what God is doing while He 
gives you this gift: 
 

You believe that...God, STILL TAKES CARE OF of you. 
 
You believe that … HE RICHLY AND DAILY PROVIDES YOU WITH 
ALL THAT YOU NEED TO SUPPORT YOUR BODY AND LIFE. 
 
You believe that … HE DEFENDS YOU AGAINST ALL DANGER.  

 
What will God NOT do with His cup?  He will not harm you. 
 

FINALLY, AND MOST IMPORTANTLY 
 
To conclude, Jesus says to you, “A certain man (your heavenly Father) gave a great 
supper and invited many (especially you), and sent his servant (your pastor) at 
supper time to say to those who were invited, ‘Come, for all things are now ready.’  
 
And so they are. 



 
Come and taste the Great Supper of our Lord, in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 
 
The peace of God, which passes understanding, keep you in body and soul through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior.  Amen. 
 


