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Mark 9:14-29 

Introduction – The crowd brought a speechless boy to Jesus. Jesus asked the father, "How long 
has this been happening to him?" And he said, "From childhood. The spirit has often cast him into 
the fire and into the water, to destroy him; but if you are able to do anything, have pity on us and 
help us." Jesus said to him, "If you are able! All things can be done for the one who believes." 
Immediately the father of the child cried out, "I believe; help my unbelief!" 

I. Restoration: Jesus heals a demon-possessed boy. 
1. Jesus finds nine of his disciples arguing with some teachers of religious law. 
2. A distraught father had brought his demonized son, deaf and dumb, for the disciples to     
    heal, but they could not cast out the demon. 
3. The boy had been possessed since childhood, and often thrown into fire and water. 
4. Jesus heals the demon-possessed boy. 

II. "Help me, if you can.”  
1. Jesus took the father from fear, frustration, despair, doubt, and faltering faith to a place       
    of trust.                  
2. In his face to face encounter with Jesus his faith began to come alive.  
3. Jesus still takes us where we are in our spiritual life and brings us to an intimate love 

                relationship with Him.            

III. “Why couldn’t we cast it out”  
1. Jesus had given them this power and authority, and that power and authority has never    
    been rescinded (Mark 3:13-15; 6:7, 13; John 14:12). 

 2. There was lack of faith (Matthew 17:20).  
  a. Additional communion with God is required to gain that additional level of faith. 

3. We are powerless because we are prayerless.  
  a. Nothing but prayer will overcome the most difficult of circumstances. 
  b. We must get alone with God, knowing Him in an intimate love relationship. 
  c. Certain situations require urgent and persistent prayer, and if this is deficient  
                             there will be a deficiency of power.  
  d. They were banking on today’s victory on the basis of yesterday’s power.  

4. We have a tendency to be self-reliant instead of God-reliant.  
a. Perhaps overconfident from their earlier successes (6:13), the disciples became     
    enamored with their own gifts and neglected to draw on divine power. 

Is the church having a measurable impact today?
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